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PREFACE 



SEVENTH EDITION. 



TiTB Author cannot altew the foTlowmg pages to go 
a 5^^^ time to the press' without expressing his 
gratitnde to the Altnighty for the unexpected man- 
ner m which he has owned the fbrmer Editions to 
file cfffification and comfort 6fseveral readers. Little 
did be thmk that so humble a performance would 
have been so extensively blessed, or that it would 
have received that appprobation which the teligious 
public have kindly bestowed upon it. That He 
whose providential mercies it is intended to mark 
but may continue to bless its little records, to the 
promotion of his own glory and the spiritual good 
of -men, is the writer^ most fervent desire. 

W!iat he oliserved in his Prefkce to the first 
Edition^ he would bow repeat, namely, that the 
disadvantage of writing a work like the present^ 
anonymously, is undoubtedly great ; because tnuch 
of its inttrest depends on the authenticity cf the 
events related in it, or on fhe credit the reader gites 
as to tfie reality ctf its drflfJgrent statements-— which 
credit and authenticity might be strengthened by 
Ac addition of the author's real ^nature. Yet 
the present mode is not wit^ut itii advantages. It 
enables him to say many things of oi\iet^ ^irithout 
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wounding their feelings, and to relate more concern- 
ing himself than he could well do as the declared 
and publicly acknowledged author. 

Cpnscience and facts will at one glance tell some 
persons that they are the men alluded to in No. VII. 
and these silent monitors are as likely to bring them 
to a better frame of mind as a more explicit de» 
claration of their names would. As to the ordinary 
reader, he may most confidently rely on the contents 
of th^ following papers, as the unexaggerated re- 
lation of facts which the writer can challenge the 
world to falsify, and which he will be ready to prove 
and establish on all occasions and in every way that 
can be done, consistently with his original plan of 
speaking the truth in love, and so as not to become 
personal, or to wound the minds of individuals. 

If, from a perusal of the title page, the reader 
should look for a regular and unbroken history, 
either of the state of the writer^s mind, or of all the 
events which made up those ye^rs under review, he 
will be disappointed. The papers convey but a 
partial and often an unconnected account of both, 
and these not unfrequently interspersed with other 
subjects. System was no part of his plap, and 
must not be looked for by the reader. He professes 
not the art of book-making; but would oast his 
mite into the Christian treasury for the edification 
of a few who are desirous pf seeing the mercies and 
providences of God ii^ the events of human life* 

itftfrcA, 1621. 
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THE RETROSPECT. 



No. I. 

<< BLESS VH£ l.ORD> O MY SOUL, AND FORGET NOT ALL 
HIS BENEFITS.'* 

TflERB are few, perhaps none, of the followers 
of Christ, who may not find numerous occasions 
of liftuig up theur eyes and hearts to heaven^ 
and saying, from time to time, *^ Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped/' Indeed we may confidently 
ask. Who is there among the sons and daughters 
of Adam, that hath travelled the journey of 
life for twenty or thirty years, but may look 
back and remember numerous instances of 
divine goodness, manifesting itself in a way of 
providence and grace ? And are ^^ our days, as 
it were, but a span long ?" Surely, then, it is 
our duty and privilege to improve them, and call 
in every auxiliary circumstance to help us to 
apply them to spiritual wisdom. To this end I 
would recommend my fellow Christians to make 
a point of recordhig in their minds such prin- 
cipal events as have marked, and stiU inay mark, 
their course, while travellers and sojourners on 
' B 
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Z THE RETROSPBCT. 

earth ; that go they may be able to say. It was 
on this day the Lord delivered me from such a 
danger, from such a snare, from such a threat-*^ 
ening storm — this was the day when the Al- 
mighty proved, better to me than all my fears 
' — that was the day whereon he stretched forth 
his hand and saved me, and set my feet upon a 
rock, and ordered my goings, and put a new 
song in my mouth. Thus every month may be 
registered, and a sort of calendar made out, to 
which the soul may occasionally refer, and find 
sweet matter for thanksgiving and praise. Some 
men's lives, it is true, are chequered with more 
extraordinary events and changes than those of 
others ; yet the most tranquil course of the 
most retired Christian will not be without its 
interesting events and its memorable days ; in- 
teresting and memorable at least to themselves, 
although the circuiiistances which made them so 
may not furnish any new or striking matter for 
the consideration of others. But when the re- 
verse has been the case ; when the Almighty 
has appeared for us in any peculiar way of 
providence or grace, then it becomes a positive 
duty not only to record his dealings on the 
tablet of our memory, and be thankful, but on 
all proper occasions to imitate the sweet singer 
of Israel, who exclaimed, ^^ Come hither all ye 
that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what he 
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hath done fcHt my sonV This I think may ofiben 
be done in our own fiEOnilies, and among our 
more intimate Christian friends, to the edifica^ 
tion of all present. ' 

The return of the second of February has led 
me to these observations, because it wa0 on 
tlus day the iender mercies of God were>greatly 
extended towarda me. It is now sixteen jreaiB 
past, when posting down the. broad road of 
destruction, loud in blasphemy, and ever ready 
to burlesque and condemn the Holy Scriptures,/ 
that my life wa^ spared, while sBjrend of my. 
companions in sin perished! Ignorant of the 
world, and impatient of control, I had previ- 
oiisly broken away from the constraint of social 
authority, and embarked on the great deep, in 
pursuit of honours and fancied happiness, where, 
like others, I had to contend with the storms 
and dangers of an element, emblematical of the ' 
sinner's mind, never at rest* How great the 
contrast between this and the day alluded to ! 
Few seasons ever witnessed a more serene and 
delightful day than this has been ; few ever 
beheld one more tempestuous and severe than 
that in which our ship, was stranded amidst 
shoals of ice on a forei^ coast. 

MetMnks I now see the wreck lying on its 
side, and hear the howling northern blast roar 
through the confiised and mangled tackling^ . 
b2 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



4> THft 'RBt^6SI*BCr. 



metkmks I now see tlie brew l^a;^g'this un- 
tenable abode^ aiid betaking tbemselt^s to the 
rugged field of ice and snow with which we were 
surrounded ! Memory again pre'seifts in full view* 
all the dismal sei^iilies of tiiat afternoon^ when 
fifteen of my com^anioBS perished from the 
efiects p£ cold in the space of three hours. It 
brings before me the gracious and visible inter- 
position of Providence in preserving not only 
myself, but all the first party who quitted the 
wreck, from what would otherwise b^ve been 
inevitable destruction, Y As it waS;, I seem 



^/^V^^^^^^^^^*^^*/ 



* I sbaU obscarvey by way of note, that from the wreck we 
* had a view of a building, at a considerable distance on the 
shore, and for this object we directed our course when we 
quitted the vessel. But we had not gone far ere a snow storm ' 
came on, andobacorcd our view; and as the wind and>diift- 
came from the very point, on which we had to proceed, its 
severity was felt to the utmost, and caused us imperceptibly 
to edge off to the right hand, and travel in a direction which, 
if continued, would have carried us off the shoal and field of 
ice into liie'jsea ; or, at best, by the time we discovered our 
situation, it <w<mld have talcen ns so £u" from any place of 
shelter, as to have left us tq perish pn the ice and snow 
during the night. This dreadful calamity was however pre- 
vented, by one of our party having a poclcet compass about 
him. He had taken the bearings of .the above-mentioned 
objecft previous to leaving the wreck, and after ^ome time 
travellings was induced to examine the course we .were ac- 
tually pursuing. To our surprise it was discovered how 
widely w6 were, and hail been, detfaflng ftom ike right Kne. 
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i^in jbo.]bokd!crer^the dreary .vaals^.fmd bUhold 
the itc^ttiered travellorB^ soihe la little gioupa, 
othcirs ^one; Bcme gc6wirig,£ednt, otbers «tttm'* 
blingaod ftJUagon their slippery and deceit&l 
road; .somte bienuinb«d and expresring their 
miiaeryj otheiB endeaToudiig to cheer up thdbr 
spirits; some taking their seats on ma$8y pmeii 
of iee, and/others hk vain endeavouriiigf to urge 
them to the {Mroseoutkin of their journey. Me- 
thinks I now see the ^oom of that evci^ng^ and 
tiie departure of its early twilight, which just 
lighted my weary feet to the secure and friendly 
MbitatioQl^ 4f ' nian ; ai<d I seem a^itn to iM 
;the toil and labour 'with .which I mounted 
the sea^piard bank ttot had been tl^iowti up 
aifQund the wallB and little 49main of thia timely 
and.niy^rQ^ul refiige^ Nor i» tbisaU which the 
sa^if )reoord brings before me:, it e^iUsr on toe 
to bluish with ^hame and confusion of .face at.the 



ZtiiSy how^jreTf enabled all but one of.the.tMirfyito.eorrec^ 

tbeir march^ tbong^h at the expeace of m^y additional and 
laborious steps. Tbe one who formed an exception was an 
exceedingly strong man, who had outstripped us all, and was 
too liur in adiranoe Co' notk^ onf signals of: rfieal, when we 
altered our cOnrse $ and as the snow Boon hid him from our 
view altogethepy we had no doubt but he travelled pn imtil 
he either fell into the sea, or found himself totally bemldered 
and out' of ail rdich of shelter, and perllhedon the Ice long 
telweithb UghliiMf. another day. .•;,.] 
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recolleddon of my then - worse- than brutal' isk^ 
sensibility aild hardness of heest; Fim* I know 
that not only then, bnt long afterwards, I lived 
as without God, havmg no sadng scriptural 
loiowledge^np gospel heife. I was truly an 
slieh from the contunonwealth of Israel, and a 
sttangei' to the covenant of promise* O Lord ! 
wb«t €haSl I render unto thee for l^y unnum-^ 
bered mercies? How shdl I, how can I, suffi- 
ciently B^ort that forbearance and tender com-^ 
pai^ion which spared and supported me throngh 
all thid straggles and dangers connected with 
iMs my first shipwreck ? Had I this day sixteen 
years ago been niimbered among those who f^, 

where, -vdiere ^ould my immortal soul have 
now been? Where^ but in hell I suffering tiie 
righteous judgments of abased mercy mud' in* 
sidted mdjesty ! ^beholding the felicity of the 
redeemed and tike glory of the Redeemer; but 
myself afar ofiF! May I never allow the return 
of this season to pass by without gratefully 
acknowled^ng thy mercy, and endeavouring to 
raise my inind to high and holy contemplations 
on Thee,, thou Triune Jehovah, as the author of 
all mercies^ and giver of every good and peffeot 
gift ! Should to-morrow's sun rise amidst 
clouds and storms, and drifting hail and snow, 
let it give me a realizing sense of the dapgcrs 

1 have passed ; and while I am expexieptcuig the 
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comforts of a house, a home, and a fire side, 
may I not forget the snfFerings, the agonizing 
pains of those who, as at this season, fell to rise 
no more.* But especially when yonder leafless 
trees, groaning beneath the winter's blast, send 
forth the hollow roar, and mimic the voice of 
storms at sea — when the frame of my cottage 
occasionally trembles under the pressure of 
sudden squalls and gusts of wind, and tVe elec- 
tric cloud sends forth its vivid deadly fire, O 
then may I in a more especial manner bear in 
my mind, in my heart, and in my prayers, those 
multitudes who still traverse the ocean, encoim* 
tering all the severity of this season, and all the 
perils of the deep. And O ! most gracious 
God ! may all thy children, under all the variety 
of circumstances and situations in which they 

• With respect to those who fall victims to the severity of 
cold, there can be no doubt but many of them go off without 
experiencing any other sensible pain or inconveniency than 
that of great fatigue and an unconquerable drowsiness, which 
latter seems rather to relieve them from their perceptions of 
cold than otherwise, and to dismiss the spirit, apparently 
without a struggle. But in others it is far different, as ap- 
peared in the case of more than one of my departed fellow 
travellers, whose drowsy fit or first sleep was followed by 
strong and agonizing convulsions, in which they beat them- 
selves agiunst the ice, so as greatly to disfigure their persons. 
One poor man absolutely severed the strong bone of his thumb 
in two between his own teeth. 
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are placed^ call to mind thy former mercies, and 
laud and magnify thy holy name, until removed 
from this lower, this troubled and sinful world, 
they unite with that innumerable host aroimd 
thy throne, in ascribing ^^ blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, unto God and the Lamb for 
ever and ever I" . . 
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No. II. 



<< ONE SHALL BE TAKEN, -AfTD THE OfHEE LEFT." 

In the ooime of my earthly pilgrimage 1 
haye TritBeaaed many a literal fUfifanent of the 
above prediddon. Bnt there waa one in par- 
ticular^ Tdiicfa took place on the memorable 
aecond of February, an account of- which may 
not be unacceptable to ihe reader, — ^We had 
tnh) females . on board our' frigate. The one 
was a robust, masculihe 'woman, who had been 
al sea with her hiiiaband for. more than two 
years, and conaeiquently waa inured to all the 
privations and hardships of . a maritime life : 
the other an entire stranger to such a mode of 
existenoe. She had never been twelve hours on 
ahip^Kiatd until the evening she came off to' see 
tax jaiaband, whom we had impressed the last 
time we "anchored in their port. — Scarcely had 
this woman, timid and fiill of alarm, g6t on our 
dedc,. ere thd weather became stormy, and the 
night set in. There was now no 'altemativd, 
but patiexidy waiting for , the retiim^of day^ 
^ Ittrer weatiher. : Bnt thtt v^ ipghl, our 
b3 
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destination to port^ where we expected to refit 
and recruit after a dismal cruise off the coast of 
Norway^ was countermanded. Some men of con- 
siderable political importance came on board, 
and we were ordered to sea at an hour's notice, 
and our visitor was thus unavoidably carried 
from lier home and friends. She was indeed 
with her husband (a consolation not small to an 
affectioniste wife) : but then die was not oiily an 
entire stranger to the sceaes and incenvanenccfl 
of a ship at sea, but'lvas in herself a very teit;* 
der delicate woman, 'aii<}, moreover, near, tiid 
time of her coilfinement* Ab the weather oonr* 
tinned rough, sea'^sickness, and a tkouflandfeani, 
seized on her; and in the course of tliedaiytBhe 
was dditered of adeadxhild. 

Eighteen hours after tina event, our ship 
struck the. ground, >and was stRuaded, notwith^ 
standing ail the efforts used to saVe ha\ Thirty 
hours more bad barely elapsed, wfaeaou^ poor 
companion was called on to travel, or rather to 
stumble, throu$^ ice ieuid snow; to set Iter iaet 
against the severity of such astorm of wind, aadl 
hail, and sieet, asoverclune some of tbeappa*- 
rently strongest of the crew. In shorty she had 
to travel that jomney, iand to endure that wea- 
ther, under which fifte^i perished. 
/ Now, my reader, figure to yourself tiieoe tw6 
female quitting the w^eck ; and in one behold 
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every thing of hardihood^ in the other every 
thing the reverse. What would your expectar^ 
tions have been ? Doubtless, that the former 
bid faur to sustain, if not to surmount, all exist- 
ing difficulties ; that the latter must inevitably 
and speedily sint u^der them. Yet the contrary 
happened. The hale maritime character pe- 
rished by the way (having first had her child, a 
fine boy of nine months old, frozen to death in 
her arms) ; the delicate invalid endured all the 
severities of that afternoon, held on through the 
journey, arrived safe and uninjured at a friendly 
cottage, and for aught I know to the contrary, 
is still living ! "^ Should any one ask how this 
could be, or should he inquire what assistance 
was rendered these females, I shall briefly ob- 
serve, it is not the character of British seamen 
to shrink fi^om danger or pass by a friend in 
distress. Many of the crew, indeed, were too 
much benumbed and exhausted to afford relief 
to others ; yet there were some who, feeling 
less oppressed in themselves, could and did 
stretch forth a helping hand to their weaker 
comrades. — ^The two women in question re- 
ceived much of this attention from officfers and 
men. But, alas ! the storm blew with all the 
severity of a Siberian winter's blast, and none 
could shelter another fipom its fury — it seemed 
to pierce the very bones and the marrow ; ani-» 
b4 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



13 THB RBTROBPBCT. 

iDal heat was almost extinguished ; the blood 
could but slowly circidate, even in the strongest; 
«n unconquerable degree of lassitude and drow- 
siness seized on our unfortunate female traveller, 
in common with the others who fell ; she halted, 
she sat down, she closed her eyes, convulsions 
seized her, , and she died. If, then, we would 
ascertain how the other was enabled to survive 
^e hardi^ips with which she was sm^rounded, 
we must look beyond natural causes and effects, 
even unto the will of Him whose ever-watchful 
and over-ruling Providence numbers the hairs 
on our heads, and suffers not a sparrow to fall 
to th,e ground without his permission. We 
must look unto Him ^ who ordereth all things 
after the counsel of his own will;'' to Him 
whom storms and waves obey; who can de- 
prive the intensely-heated furnace of all its 
powers to bum, and the northern frost and hail 
of all their powers to chill and extinguish life ; 
to Him who, in the dispensations^ of his pro- 
vidence, hath told us, ths^t, on many occasions, 
'^ One shall be taken, and the other left.'' In 
so doing, we shall oft-times be compelled to 
acknowledge the short-sightedness of man — the 
foPy of all human sagacity — the emptiness of 
all our calculations. — These things may indeed 
perplex, and at times almost confound u^ espe- 
cially if we suffer the mind to indulge in pjotting 
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the question, " Why are they so ?" But where- 
fore should we indulge in any such idle and- 
presumptuous inquiries? Is not the Eternal 
Jehovah onmipotent, omniscient, and omnipre- 
sent ? Can he be ignorant of any passing event ? 
Can he lack power to perform his will, or can 
that will be other than supremely good, and 
just, and holy ? ImposaiWcr—Th^n let* us' learn 
to rest all secret; deep, and undiscover^d^things 
with Him to'whbm they belong, and study those 
which are revealed. Thus shall we know all 
necessary and essential truths, and these truths 
will set us free from all that perplexity of error, 
th^t. chaos of manifold evil and confusion into 
whk^h a proud unhumbled speculative mind has 
led thousands, who, like their rebellious proto- 
types, as described by Milton, 

" Have found no end, in wand'ring mazes lost — 
'' Vaiu wisdom all^ and false philosophy !** 

This life is at best a compound of many bitters, 
with a few. sweets — our cup contains a mingled 
potion, capable of being rendered more or less 
unpleasant as iwe learn to acquiesce in all the 
divine will concerning us. As then we would 
hope for, as we would desire to enjoy something 
like happiness on this side of heaven, let us learn 
not to cavil at the dispensations of Him who, 
being the judge of all .the earth, aad the di8«> 
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poser of all events^ must do right. If any pre* 
sumptuous inquirer ask us^ ^hy ten taleitts are 
given to one man^ and but two another: or 
why those who were first in our estimation 
become last; and those whom we once expected 
to be last^ do evidently become first? let us 
'' not be careful to answer them in these mat- 
ters/^ Or if^ when the destroying angel goes 
forth in the pestilence, the famine, or the sword, 
we are asked, why one nation is singled out in 
preference to another; why one individual is 
taken and another left | on aU these occasions 
let us direct our eyes to heaven, and with the 
spirit of a little child reply, in the words of our 
blessed Redeemer, '^ Even so. Father, for so it 
seemeth good in thy sight.*' As to the events 
more immediately imder pur present considera- 
tion ; if it pleased the divme Majesty, by almost 
a miracle to save the poor enfeebled woman by 
way of displaying his great power and good- 
ness — to take the child in proof of his love and 
tender compassion, and to call the strong woman 
in token of his righteous judgments, who shall 
say unto him, What doest thou ? , 

Had the sick invalid perished, it would. have 
been considered as a matter of course, and God 
would not have received the honour due imto 
his name ; and had the bad[>e survived, the same 
reasoning minds .might have attributed his pre- 
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servation. to tbe flannels mth wMoli he was 
mwrapped^ and not to Godwifth idiom are the 
isflueB of VIA and deaA. What is more ; had 
he survived that dajr, he might have journeyed 
OD through ailotigJife of sin and Mnefehedncss^ 
atid.m'the end been. etenoaUy lost! But'this 
early summoiis was a sure and gracious removal 
from the evil to come* Henceforth that tongue 
will certainly be employed in the alleluias of 
heaven, which otherwise might have been exer- 
cised through eternal ages in these fruitless and 
self-condemning words, ^' My harvest is past, 
my summer is ended, and I am not saved." 
We know the same Grod of providence could 
have thus dealt with the parent, ere she knew 
the distinction between mother and child; but 
it was his good pleasure to act otherwise, and 
for more than thirty years to say unto her. Live. 
Whether, therefore, she had given these years 
unto him, or to the world and the flesh — whe- 
ther she had laid up a treasure in heaven or was 
still cleaving to die earth ; he in whose hands 
are the spirits of all flesh, had an undoubted 
right to call hers into his presence, to give, as 
at this time, an account of the things done in 
the body. 

Those happy, holy, ethereal spirits who mi- 
nister to man on earth, did unquestionably 
notice the flight of these two souls to the tri- 
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bunal of liheir Jii%e. But'.wliethei^ tbey saw: 
diem both seated on lii^h^ or whether tiiiey be- 
held them condtLcted to different habitations, we 
are not informed. All we know in this partis 
cular, and all that ccmcems us to know is, that 
the Lord ever hath judged righteous judgmenl^ 
and that he erer' will do so ; althou^ in this 
instance it should hereafter appear that ^^.tme 
was takeii, and the other left.'^ 
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No. III. 



<< I WAS A STRANGER AND THEY TOOK ME IN." 

I PBECEivB the retrospective view of past days 
has opened a wide field of matter for my mind 
to refled on, aiidrfor iny pen to describe ; ^^ and 
now I am in a $trait/' If I allow it to proceed^ 
I may possibly incur the charge of egotism and 
vaiiity ; $i I thc6w it by, I bury many, ins^nces 
of the Almighty's goodness and mercy in eternal 
obHtion. — Perhaps it is not either prudent or 
safe. foe men to say much about themselves. At 
all events th^y sbould.be well satisfied as to 
their motives fcfr- so 4oing ; and ^tl^se motives 
undoubtedly ou^t to be, the^ glory of God and 
the edification of man.— Now, as, on the whole, 
I trust they ;.are mme, I am encourfiged to pro- 
ceed; : -llie Lord kn9ws, I, have nothing to b^ 
vain of* - I make , no pretensions to literary dis- 
tinction ; but while I cheerfully honour those to 
whom honour in this respect is due,* I would 
endeavour to improve my own smaller talent, 
and as a plain man attempt the edification of 
plain minds. My short papers are not intended. 
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nor will they be calculated, to please the light 
and trifling reader, nor to delight a refined 
and critical taste. They will be plain and 
serious, uniformly exhibiting the long forbear- 
ance of Grod on the one hand, and my own sad 
spiritual stupidity and rebellion on the other. 
A review of the former may, through grace, 
arouse the dormant feelings of my soul, ever 
prone to cleave unto the dust ; while the latter 
may induce some portion of real self-abasement* 
— M s^y my little memorials will be useful to 
myself^ although they should not edify others — 
my own soul will be profited, and God will in 
the result be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To this end I must once more refer to the 
wreck noticed in the first number, and call the 
reader's attention to another series of mercies 
and sufferings connected with that event. 

It was on a Saturday we quitted the vessel, 
and fled (as to the only possible shelter) to the 

small island of , distant from the shoal 

on which our ship was stranded about six miles : 
this we were enabled to do by the ice forming a 
mass firom the wreck to the embankment of th^ 
island. Within this bank five families dwelt, 
as the sole inhabitants. The island itself was 
separated from the main by a shallow channel, 
whose depth in vrater, and extent of breadth, 
varied according to the time of tide and state of 
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the weather. Now, as it frequently happened 
that, for several weeks during winter, all inter- 
course between the islanders and their opposite 
neighbours on the continent was impracticable, 
the former always laid in a stock of provisions 
before that season commenced. They had done 
so this year, and appeared amply supplied for 
themselves until the severe weather should break 
up. But as our arrival had added more than a 
himdred and fifty consumers, no one will be 
surprised that a serious alarm was felt as to the 
consequence. In short, it became absolutely 
necessary for all who were capable of travelling, 
to endeavour, by every means, to gain the op^- 
posite shore, from whence the large town of 

C was not far ^stant. 

On Suiidiay a company of men, composed of 
the islanders and our crew, were sent to explore 
a passage, these returned with a very favourable 
report, assuring us that we c6uld walk on the 
ice nearly the whole way, and that the part of 
the channel which still continued open might be 
forded in the shallow depth of two feet water. 
Arrangements were accordingly made to set off 
by moonlight at four o'clock next morning ; and 
had we not delayed two hours, I think we should 
have found things as reported. But it was six 
o'clock before we began our march, and by that 
time the fli)dd-fide had considerably set in, and 
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'broken up much ice, ^hich two hours ago was 
solid and stationary. We of course soon g|)t into, 
the water, and finding it about the depth, de- 
scribed by our guides, thought ourselves in the 
middle of the channel, and expected very soon 
to tread the firm soil But a quarter of an 
hour s walking, or rather fording, without being 
yet in sight of the termination of the water, 
sadly convinced us of our mistake, and half an 
hour saw us literally surrounded . by the sea on 
.all sid^tt, our guides bewildered, and the n>aia 
.land undistinguishable, from .the snow and ice 
which floated about us. — This was a dreary 
.morning indeed ! The recollection of it, at this 
distance of time, thro.ws a sort of cl^iltintomy 
blood. Few people are aware of the excessive 
toil of walking for any length of time in water 
which is too deep to admit the feet abov^ its 
isurface ; with us it sometimes was not more 
than up to the knees, at others nearly ^breast 
high, but in general about two feet de^p. Much 
time had, been expended before we in reality 
came to the middle or deepest part; of the 
'channel; here the stream^ ran with great vio- 
lence, and had I not been. most providentially 
furnished with a strong stick, I must have been 
carried off my feet, and rolled down with the 
inirrent. But by setting my staff finnly to the 
rights I was enal>led to xesist the j^efsure of 
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the stream on my left ; yet when I got out of 
this place into shallower water, I found my 
strength and spirits so nearly exhkusted, that I 
began to revolve in my niind whsct must (as I 
thought) shortly follow, namely, a miserable 
death in a foreign land. Nor was I the only 
one whose thoughts foreboded evil. Some 
would absolutely have given up all further ex- 
ertion, had it not been for the encouraging view 
we soon obtained of some cottages, peeping as 
it were through the snow, at the distance of 
about a mile from us There was one which 
stood more detached than the others ; it was 
nearest to me, and thither I directed my course, 
and in half an hour's time was once more in 
safety beneath the roof of a family dwelling. It 
consisted of two distinct parts ; the one for the , 
residence of the household, the other for hous- 
ing and threshing of grain. It was the latter I 
entered, where the owner was beating out some 
com. By this time nature was so far exhausted, 
that at the instant in which exertion for life 
ceased to be necessary, in that instant I sunk 
under my fatigue and cold, and fell on thd straw 
the poor man was threshing. Astonished as he 
must have been at the appearance of a stranger, 
and more so at my conduct, I remember he laid 
by his flail, and came and viewed me for some 
seconds, with evident pity and surprise. He 
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spoke, but I neither understood what he mi^ 
nor could 1 make him sensible of much which I 
\nshed to communicate ; but judging from my 
ice-clad state, that I must be extremely cold, he 
made signs for me to go to a fire; this, however, 
I refrained from doing for the. present, having 
witnessed the fatal effects of such a step in 
others. 

Before I quitted the island, I had tied a little 
bundle (all my then worldly wealth) on my shoul- 
ders, containing a shirt, a pair of stockings, and 
a pair of woollen trowsers. This bundle I had 
again and again endeavoured to disengage my* 
self of, while toiling in the water, but the cold 
had so benumbed my hands as to prevent me 
accomplishing my desire. Vexed as I had been, 
and angry at my little load, I now found it a 
great mercy, that I had not succeeded in throw- 
ing it away : its contents, being still dry, proved 
an invaluable treasure. At length I made the 
farmer sensible I wanted it untied, and my icy 
clothes stripped off.— These land offices he soon 
performed, and in ten minutes time, partly froni 
my own bundle, and partly from the poor far- 
mer's wardrobe, I was dry and warm clad ; the 
good Samaritan having previously run in and 
fetched a glass of gin, which I drank, and found 
my strength and spirits quickly revived. By this 
time the rest of the family were informed of. 
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their visitor, and two elderly matrons Cj^me and 
gazed on me for some minutes without speak- 
ing. Perhaps they had sons, who had left them, 
and, as they seemed to think, might be as for* 
lorn in some distant land tts I appeared to be 
in theirs. There certainly ^was much parental 
kindness^ and a portion of grief in their coim- 
tenances. 

These kind women took me from the thresh- 
ing-floor into their -sitting-room, brought me 
a little more gin, and then hastened to get 
ready some dried beef and coffee, all of which 
I partook of with the family. It was nine 
o'clock when I arrived at this friendly asylum^ 
so that it appeared I had been nearly two hours 
in the water. Being the only person who sought 
refuge here, I partook of the undivided kindness 
and attention of all the family, with whom I re- ^ 
mained till three in the afternoon ; when finding 
the whole of my companions had proceeded, 

either in carts or on foot, to C , I became 

anxious to follow. But my kind host would not 
abate his attention, imtil, having accompanied 
me the whole of the road, he saw me housed, 
and in the midst of my shipmates. This done, 
he journeyed homeward, through the snow and 
storm of a dreary night, apparently much de- 
lighted with having had an opportunity of admi- 
nistering to one in distress— of being enabled to 
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Bay, ^*He was a stranger, and I took him in.** — 
Peace be unto him, and unto all his household ! 
May the God and Father of all mercies smooth 
their declining path with many consolations, and 
in their last and closing trial may they Hear the 
Redeemer's voice proclaim, ** Come ye blessed 
children of my father," &c. The poor tear of 
gratitude which now falls on my paper may 
never be known to you, but your reward of 
grace shall not fail ! 

When my kind benefactor had left me, I sat 
down as unmindful of God and his providences, 
as though the world existed independently of 
him. Nay, in no one part of that day had he 
been in any of my thoughts. When a young 
man has " lived without God and without ' 
Christ" on the shore, there is but little pro- 
bability of a moral reformation at sea. In my 
own case I know, that from the time I first 
embarked, up to the period of which I am now 
treating, I had gradually advanced in contempt 
of the Almighty, and in the love and practice of 
sin. For a short time I felt some scruples of 
conscience at the horrid and prevalent vice of 
swearing, but a few months entirely effaced 
them: and I not only joined the blasphemer 
without compunction, but actually considered 
it as tLc mark of a high spirit, a sort of neces- 
sary accomplishment. In addition to all this, I 
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shortly became acquainted with some of the 
most yile and infamous writings that ever ap- 
peared in this kingdom. The circumstance of 
their being prohibited only served to enhance 
their value. I read them again and again, and 
for hours together employed myself in making 
extracts from them. But I have not the small- 
est recollection, while belonging to this ship, of 
ever seemg a Bible, though I once endeavoured 
to call to mind that sacred volume ; not with 
the view of remembering and applying any of 
its contents to my heart, but to dress up a ludi- 
crous account of some late occurrences in its 
peculiar language and solemn phraseology I And, 
O how vain was I at the approbation these 
wretched epistles met with from fools who made 
a mock at sin ! With what delight did I hear 
them say, that I had thrdwn in my verily verilys, 
and my lo and beholds, to much advantage! 
Nor did all or a!ny of the events connected mth 
this shipwreck, in the smallest degree awaken 
my mind to serious convictions. Indeed, it 
seemed to have pleased the Almighty to ^ve me 
up for a season to follow the devices and desires 
of my blind and rebel heart, and thus to allow 
Satan to fill me with my own ways. Throughout 
all the perils and mercies I had passed, I neither 
once implored the divine assistance, nor once 
returned thanks for my deliverances ! No sooner 
« 
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had I joined my companions at C , than I lost 

i»ght of the difficulties I had undergone. Drun* 
keimess^ oatiis, and pro&n^ sohgs, were ki our 
assemUy ; but none of us regarded the works of 
the Lord, nor considened the operations of his 
hands ; none inquired, Where is the Lord, my 
delirerer and my redeemer ? . 

The next morning presented a melancholy 
spectacle, similar to what had appeared Oxe day 
after our first journey. Several, who* s^diientiiy 
had sustained no harm .by tiieir esqposure. to tbe 
weather, were no sooner housed beneath a warm 
cover, than dreadful inflammatkm began to seize 
their bands and feet, the whole limb bec<^ning 
one entire blister, aittended for many days with 
all the agony of a schrere bum or sctdd. Several 
had been left in this state at the island, but a 
&r greater number were ludded to the list after 
our second journey. I, hoiii^ever, escaped' on 
both occasions entirely unhurt, and on both oc- 
casiona I continued eptirely unmindful of the 
goodncssa'of the Lord; demonstmting, by my < 
conduist, tiiat ^^^ladpess is in tke heott of man,'' 
and that neither mercies nor ju(]^ents are of 
themselves sufficient to . humble, tor even to 
check him in his sinful course. 
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No. IV. 

'* IN PESIL8 IN THE SKA." 

^Thosjb " who go down to the sea in ships, and 
occupy their business in great waters/* cannot 
pass many days without " seeing the works of 
the Lord and his wonders in the deep/' Yet 
here, as on the land, the merciful interpositions 
of his providence are oft-times more visible in 
the preservation of one man than of another. I 
say more visible; for there can be no doubt but 
^'the Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works ;*' there can be no dou1!)t 
but infinite mercy and unceasing goodness are 
ever in operation, ** to keep the harp of thou- 
sand strings in tune so long;" whether it may in- 
habit a tranquil cottage, or stand exposed amidst 
convulsive elements and contending fleets and 
armies. To this day '* the sparrow fells not to 
the ground without permission:" — "He who 
keepeth Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps :" — 
** All his angels are still ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of 
salvation/' 

Cowper's poor Lacemaker* was as much an 
object of the Lord Jehovah's superintending 

• See Cowper*! Poems, toU i. ** Thith*" 

c2 
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providence as a Nelson or a Wellington ; and 
every single day of her life will hereafter appear 
to have been a day in which Omnipotence pre- 
served her from many perils and deaths ; perils 
which she was neither permitted to see nor 
to feel^ but which were not the smaller on that 
account. 

If my reader be one of those whose days 
have passed away without furnishing any great 
and conspicuous providential mercies, let him 
not^ on that account, suppose that mercy and 
goodness have ceased to follow him* If his 
journey through the troubled ocean of life has 
hitherto been unruffled by any great storms, let 
him remember, that it was only because there 
was One who said, " Peace, be still;" and in 
consequence of this command it hath hitherto 
proved a calm. Not so the life of the writer. 
The same year in which the events recorded 
in my former number took place, I was called 
on to share in the perils of another and more 
dreadful shipwreck. The spring and summer 
had passed away without bringing any thing 
extraordinary vrith them ; but in October, when 
the stormy season began '^ to carry the mariner 
up to the heavens and down again to the deep," 
the ship I then served in was ordered to cnuse 
off the coast of Holland, and in a week after 
quittmg the Downs was totally wrecked on 
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one of those numerous shoals with which that 
sea abounds. 

The weather had generally been stormy, and 
accompanied with thick fogs, from the time we 
left port. This not a little confused our pilots j 
yet, humanly speaking, a very small share of 
common prudence might have guarded against all 
danger. But, alas ! this vessel was a sort of hell 
for profanation of every thing sacred, and God 
was about to speak in an awful warning voice to 
some, and solemn judgment to others. To 
this end, all, whose more immediate duty it was 
to navigate the ship, seemed to be given up to 
strange infatuations. Their wisdom was turned 
into foolishness, and " when they said. Peace 
and safety, sudden destruction came upon 
them." The ship was lost, and more than 
sixty souls perished ! I shall not enter into 
a very particular detail. Let it suffice to say, 
just after midnight, when the wind blew strong, 
when thick clouds darkened the sky, and the 
angry surge was rising higher and higher, we 
dashed upon the fatal bank with such violence, 
that those on deck were thrown off their feet, 
and those below were instantly roused from 
their slumbers, to hear the doleful report, "The 
ship is on shore ! the ship is on shore 1" All 
was dire confusion and alarm; the crew were 
seen on deck, some half dressed, and others 
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just as they leaped out of bed. The long-boat 
was hoisted out^ and instantly fouiulered : sig- 
nal guns of distress were fired every nmrate ; 
blue lights* were burnt; and measures taken 
to prevent the ship from falling over on her 
side* The chain-pumps were set to work, but 
bur leaks defied all such resistance. The sand 
worked through the bottom, and long before day- 
dawn the well was choked up, and the lower 
part of the ship filled. Nothing now remained 
for" us to do but to wait the return erf day. O 
how anxiously did we look towards the east, if 
peradventure the opening light might show somo 
token for good ! For, as yet we knew not where 
we were, or whether aay or no prospect of relief 
or escape would present' itself* 

The anxiety with which we passed these 
hours of darkness, and the eager desire with 
which we looked forward to the dayj have often 
since reminded me of the Psalmist's earnest 
longings for the manifestation of God's love to 
his soul. It has been the best criticism on the 
force and beauty of the royal mourner's wordsi, 
when he exclaimed, '^ My soul waiteth for the 
Lord more than they that wait for the morning ; 
I say^ more than they that wait for the momipg." 

* Certain fire-works, composed of sulphur and gnnpowderji 
^ch may be seen several milea at sqv 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



THJS RSTmOSPBCT. 31 

At length the sun arose, no doubt to gladden 
the hearts of millions, while its beams led them 
forth to the pursuits of the day ; but to us it 
rather increased than diminished sorrow.*— We 
indeed discovered our situation, but it was a 
mournful discovery! The land, at seven or 
eight miles distance, could not be approached; 
and our fleet (then in poiM^ssion of the Texd) 
was at least four nules farther off, and, under 
existing circumstances, utterly incapable of af- 
fording, the smiaUest aid. 

In this state of wretched susfiense we con 
tinned till noon, when, to our inexpressible, joy, 
the weatiier in some degree moderated, and 
a vessel was seen standing in from sea towajrds 
OS. It proved to be a King's brig : our signals 
of distress had been observe^ : abe came eiid 
anchored as aear as her own safety would alldw* 
It was now extremely desirable that no time 
should be lost in sending a boat to concert 
the best and most prompt measures for our 
immediate relief. A consultation was held on 
the subject ; but from the great surf winch 
fitiU surrounded the wreck, the conunanding 
officer foresaw the very imminent danger which 
must attend those who made the attempt^ and 
therefore very humanely forebore to issue any 
orders, leaving it to such as chose to volunteer 
their services. Seven seamen and three officers 
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had already taken their seats in the boat, when 
I leamt the circumstance, and instantly filled 
up the remaining vacant place. 

All was now ready for lowering us down 
into the angry waves, when the commander 
ordered me out of the boat, and gave my situ- 
ation to a stronger person. Filled with anger 
at being singled out, and denied what I con- 
sidered as my privilege, I quitted that part 
of the deck, without staying to see how the 
others succeeded, and descended below. Here 
I had not indulged my sullen resentment more 
than five minutes, t>efore I leamt, that the in- 
stant the boat was launched into the water, one 
wave dashed it against the ship's side and 
broke all the oars, and a second overwhelmed 
them in the deep to rise no more! This in- 
telligence stopped by murmuring, but it did 
not extort one sentence of thank^iving, or led 
me to see the hand of God in it ! I merely 
thought, that as things had turned out, I was 
better where I was ! 

By four o'clock the boats were enabled to pass 
and repass } and before dark about two hundred 
of the crew were taken from the wreck. 

It may not be improper to observe, that, as 
this ship had been but newly commissioned, the 
officers and men were strangers to each other* 
Hence there was much insubordination on the 
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part of the latter during the whole of this me- 
lancholy event, the evil of which was severely 
felt ; particularly when the boats, from time 
to time, came for more men : numbers rush- 
ing into them not only obstructed the com- 
mander in executing the regular duty, but even 
endangered their own lives, and actually pre- 
vented many more from getting away in the 
same time. 

Not wilKog to add to these scenes of con- 
fusion and disorder, I kept back until night 
began to set in, and the weather had much 
changed for the worse. Two boats were now 
coming alongside, evidently for the last time. 
The remaining half of the crew, more than ever 
anxious to escape the dangers of another night 
on board the wreck, were hanging over the 
side, if possible, to gain a place. Few of them, 
indeed, could be received into two small boats, 
yet every man hoped to be amongst those few. 
When I saw things in this state, I not only 
considered it my duty to make the attempt, in 
common with others, but regretted I had not 
done it earlier. That God, however, whose 
blessing I did not implore, was pleased to &- 
vour me ; for, while numbers failed, I succeeded 
in leaping from the deck into the last of them^ 
and by that means got on board the brig. 
' They who remained on the wreck passed such 
c3 
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a n^ht as none can form any idea of but those 
who have experienced similar calamities. The 
sea' continued to beat oyer them till nearly day- 
light; and though they had lashed themselves to 
the highest and most riieltered parts, yet many 
were swept away into the sea, and many were 
drowned in the wreck. But it pleased the Lord 
to send a fine morning, and in the course of the 
succeeding day the survivors were taken from 
their miserable situation, and conveyed on board 
our fleet in the Texel. 

As to the state of my mind while in the 

fi , it was such as I know not how to 

explain. It was a mixture of something like 
morality, with much of the repprobate and blaa^ 
phemous description. Having a little turn for 
making verses, I might be found one hour 
writing in a moral strain, and the next giving a 
loose to all manner of profaneness. The only 
part of my poetic moral, productions which I 
now recollect, is what I called " The Sailor's 
Prayer." It consisted of a few petitions to the 
God of the universe, to give me wisdom and 
courage under all the varieties of naval duty* 
It ran thus ; — 

May he who rules the bonndless whole 
Instruct my mind, enlarge my soul, ' 
And teach to shape the trackless coarse, 
O'er distant sfas, through current's force. 
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In night's dark gloom and tempest's homlf 

With steady courage arm my soul, 

Not deaf to danger, but resigned, 

Whate'er his inll, in hope to find 

A helper in that solemn houT) 

When death o'er tars nsnrps his power. . 

Should sudden squalls our bark assail. 
And spring a mast, or split a sail, 
May thy kind hand direct me still 
To act my part and do ihy will 1 
If laonch'd o'erboaid in stonny day. 
Thy goodness still to me display, 
As on the briny wave I float, 
Tb gain some friendly spar or boat. 
* Should lab'ring pumps employ our care, 
Far, hr from mie, O keep despair ! 
But should thy wisdom so decree. 
That we our bark no more should free. 
As down with her I sink below, 
A better world my spirit show ! 

Such were the strains of my rade muse at 
times when confidence struggled with sensu* 
ality. But as I had not the smallest idea of 
Christianity^ all my rdi^ous notions amounted 
to nothing more than pure heafchen morality^ as 
distinct from* the doctrines of the Gospel as 
error is from truth. Little did I expect the 
calamities of a second diipwreck were so near 
^ hand when I formed the above lines. 
. Periiaps on examining the latter part of this 
production the reader will say, the Lord had 
put a prayer into my heart, and words into my 
c 4 
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mouthy to be brought forth in the time of 
approaching trouble. No^ my goodness was 
like the morning doud^ aud all my serious 
thoughts as the early dew, or the writing on the 
sea shore. The first wave of temptation swept 
them all away. I can assure him, although not 
more than three months could have elapsed 
between the writing the above prayer and my 
being actually called to attend the chain-pumps, 
until they choked, and the ship was filled, yet 
I do not remember that I once thought of it, 
or offered up a single line of its petitions 
throughout tiiat sad catastrophe 1 On the con- 
trary, when daylight appeared, and our real 
situation was known, I felt such a state of mind 
as bordered on despair. The gloomy sky over 
our heads, the trembling wreck under our feet, 
and the roar of the tempestuous surf breaking 
around us, were but faint pictures of the a^tar 
tion of my soul when I tibougfat on death. 

In tiie heat of battle it is not only possible, 
but easy, to forget death, and cease to shrink^ 
but in the cool and protracted hours of a ship- 
wreck, where there is often nothing to engage 
the mind but the recollection of tried and un- 
successful labours, and the sight of unavoidable 
and increasing harbingers of destruction, it is 
not easy or possible to forget ourselves or a 
future state. With all my might I strove to 
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shake off the terrors of a guilty conscience, but 
could not. In my distress I viewed the AI* 
mighty as a dreadful being; and could I have 
sunk into a state of nothingness, I should have 
preferred it to living in his presence. I did not 
love him ; I did not think I had any claim or 
pretensions to his favour ; and I could not but 
wish to escape his wrath. 

At length the fear of that God, whom I could 
neither forget nor escape, compelled me to open 
my mouth ; but it was not with those of old, 
to say, " Lord, be merciful to me a sinner !" 
** What shall I do to be saved ?" or, '' Lord ! 
what wilt thou have me to do ?" — No ! but it 
was to insult the Majesty of heaven with a 
string of proposals and promises ; how, on my 
part, I would in future live and act, if He, on 
his part, would save me from my present dan- 
ger ! ! Gracious God ! why did the waves 
spare me, thus to add one sin and presumption 
to another. When thy merciful ear heard me 
protesting i^nst a course of life, of which I 
no further disapproved than a3 I feared it might 
expose me to thy just anger, why didst thou not 
doom me to that '^ hell which is moved from 
beneath to meet the sinner at his coming ?" 

Precious and adorable Intercessor! it was 
thy plea, thy presence at thy right hand of 
Power, which prevailed to the avertmg of that 
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judgment, which otherwise must l^ve been 
poured out in full yials of wrath on one whose 
prayers were a very abomination in the sight of 
thine offended Father !—^' The heart of man 
is deceitful above all thingSj and desperately 
wicked !'' Yes ! let pride and ignorance write or 
say ever so much to the contrary, I have nothing 
more to do than to examine what my own is, 
and has been ; and all their vain janglings fall 
to the ground. What else could induce me, the 
instant I was clear of the wreck, to forget all my 
vows and proposals, and to sing, with others, 

<« Where'8 the tempest now? wbo feeli ii ! 
All our caies are drown'd in wine V 

And yet so far was this my conduct from bdng 
considered an outr^e against morality and 
good order by my siyieriors, that they abso-; 
lutely showed me much marked attention^. and 
considered me ^' a very worthgf young man /*' 
I mention this, iest any advocate for the purity 
and dignity of human nature should say that 
I was a notorious reprobate beyond others, and 
therefore no fair specimen of the descendants of 
Adam. On the other hand, that my goodness 
did not make me ^' meet to receive or deserve 
grace of congruity,"* wiU still appear from the 
sequel of my narrative. 

• Art XIII.— Of WoriM before Justification. 
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No. V. 

" THOU HA8T MADE MB TO SBRVB WITH THY SIMS, THOU 
HAST WEARIED ME WITH THINE iMigUlTIES.*' 

Ybs, most gracioufl God ! I plead guilty to this 
Hkj charge ; '^ I acknowledge my rebellion ; I 
know I have walked in a way that was not 
good: I have walked after my own thoughts, 
and provoked thee to anger continually to thy 
£ace. O that I may henceforth live under the 
id[)iding and increasing sense of thy long forbear- 
ance and tender compassion, and never, never 
grieve thy blessed Spirit more ! Surely, were I 
in hell itself, I must proclaim thee in thine own 
words ; and while evil spirits vented their eze> 
orations, methinks I 'must often cease from my 
weeping and wailing to say. Nay, for '^He is the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, l(mg« 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, foigiving iniquity^ 
transgression, and sin/' And now, such of my 
readers as are disposed to see this character of 
a covenant God further exenaplified in the life of 
an unworthy fellow-sinner, must follow me from 
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the German Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea. 
As yet I had never been afflicted with any dan- 
gerous illness ; at least I was too young and 
thoughtless to consider the small-pox, measles, 
and a typhus fever as such, when I passed 

through them. But soon after the E , my 

next ship, arrived on her station, the events of 
war threw some famished prisoners into our 
hands, who, in return, introduced a pestilential 
fever. Our ship was, in consequence, obliged 
to repair to Minorca; the sick were put on 
shore for refreshment, and five of the most des- 
perate cases, including myself, were left at the 
hospital. From the hour of quitting the dreary 

wreck of the N , to that in which I was left 

at sick quarters, and became perfectly delirious, 
I had never employed my reason or my thoughts 
on the subject of my vows and proposals of 
leading a better life. Three years had elapsed 
smce I rushed from the means of grace on 
shore ; and, up to this period, I had never read 
one sentence of the word of God. I had gone, 
like Pharaoh, from one degree of hardened re- 
bellion to another, until the presence of the 
Lord seemed to be withdrawn, and Satan pro- 
mised to reign the undisturbed possessor of my 
heart. No remorse of conscience, no desires 
to do better, no remembrance of former mer- 
ries, had, for some time past, foimd place 
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within me. Gracious God! why was I not 
hurried fix)m the ravages of a binning fever into 
those of a burning hell? Only because thou 
art God, and not man. 

This foreign hospital was a place where no 
man seemed to care for his own soul, much less 
for that of his fellow. Here were no Christian 
visitors, either to cheer the drooping spirits of. 
the contrite, or to speak a word of alarm to tiie 
hardened impenitent. Had one such entered 
my apartment, and known but so much of my 
history as has been already brought forward, 
what must his feelings have been ? From at* 
tending a little while to my incoherent ravings, 
he would have turned aside to weep, and to say, 
" Alas, my brother !" Perhaps he would have 
soliloquized over my couch, and asked, '^Is 

this, indeed, ? — he who all his life I6ng has 

received mercies only to abuse them ? O ! 

where are now thy profane jests, thy songs, thy 
oaths ? where thy friends, thy dreams of honour, 
thy desires of renown ? Behold, thy life is draw- 
ing to its close } thy mind is already as good as 
dead ; one only of thy companions in sickness 
remains, but thou art unconscious of all ! Thou 
regardest not him who is living, nor those who 
are committed to their graves. Alas, my bro- 
ther 1 may that God whose power is almighty, 
and whose mercy is a great deep, be more 
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merciful to thee than man dare aspire to hope." 
Indeed, charity itself, which continually hopeth 
all things, and rejoiceth in that hope, could 
hardly have expected that I should be spared 
to add yet a numerous train of offences to the 
adready dark catalogue. But ^^ the iiord's waya 
are not as our ways, neither are his thoughts 
as our thoughts/' 

At the end of ten or twelve days, my mind 
returned unto me. I had then just strength 
sufficient to cast my eyes round the ward, to 
inquire after my companions, and to view my 
own poor emaciated frame. All I saw and 
heard only distressed me; I thought it im« 
possible I could recover; and again the sub- 
jects ctf death* and judgment seized upcnt my 
mind in a way not to be shaken off. The still 
quiet of an hospital was favourable to medita- 
tion. Here no turbulent sea scenes intruded to 
prevent reflection, or to divert the mind from its 
object. My thoughts mighty therefore, be can^ 
ttdered as more regular and settled than they 
ever yet had been. The reader may here see 
what were the ideas of one, who, on a bed of 
sickness and in the prospect jof death, knew not 
the only true God, nor. Jesus Christ, whom he 
hath sent. And 1 that some poor deluded 
mortal may, in my case, be led to see a picture 
of his own, and to fly to that Saviour^ of whom 
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I knew noticing at the period I now allude tol 
For it is but too true, that many in every parish 
are in much Hie same condition. At least I 
have been surprised and distressed ^ the num- 
bers I have, since that period, become ac- 
quainted with, whose views and hopes are a 
counterpart of my own. Although I was to- 
taQy ignorant of even tiie plan of salvation by 
grace throii^ faith in a crucified Redeemer, I 
still remembered and believed certain doctrines 
cl the Bible t sueh as that there was a heaven 
md a hell ; that after death came the judgment ; 
and thatr the dead* would be judged according 
to the things written in ih^ books concerning 
them. • But these doctrines brou^t no cour 
solation. I still conceived of the Almighty as 
a being unamiable, austere^ and full of terrdir. 
I saw nothing, I knew nothing-of him as a God 
who delighteth in mercy. I felt no desire after 
heaven for its own siike ; for I knew nothing of 
its nature, as. revealed in scripture; nor had I 
the smaUest oonl^eption of that meekness which 
is essential towards its enjoyment. All I can 
say is, som^ vague notions floated in my mind, 
that its inhabitants were happy. But such were 
my law ideas of their felicity, that my desires 
to join tiiem were, not that I should be filled 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, but that 
I should be secure firom the punishments of hell. 
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The point and centre of all my atmety was this 5 
how I might make out a case that would pass 
the dread examination, and secure me from the 
wiiath to come. Though my Conscience was 
too callous to charge me with any heinous sins, 
yet, on the whole, I thought God was angry 
with me, and that I had not been good enough 
to be esteemed one of his favourites. Yet I 
never lost sight of what I had first conceived^ 
the necessity of making out my case as fair as 
possible. To this end I looked within and with- 
out, to muster together all the things I could, 
if happily they might become more than a 
counterpoise to my bad deeds. Little, indeed, 
could I find to approve of, though I strove hard 
in tiie work, dissembling and cloaking my sins 
from myBelf, as though the Searcher of hearts 
would overlook what I endeavoured to conceal ; 
as tiiough the sentiments of my Judge must 
necessarily run parallel with my awn ; and that 
if I could but bring myself in not guilty, he 
would confirm the sentence. O melancholy 
delusion ! O fruitless labour ! From my soul 
I do pity that man or woman, who, in the pros- 
pect of death, lies deep in thought, in fixed and 
serious thoughts of another world, and yet is 
thus thinking, since nothing but present wretch- 
edness and future misery can be, the result. 
When I had laboured, as it were, in the fire, to 
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compose my mind^ and had sometimes almost 
succeeded in deceiving myself^ then my fears 
would suddenly rekindle, and again fill my soul 
with all the anxiety arising from the suggestion : 
^^ What if all your good deeds^ when weighed in 
the balance, should be found wanting ?" 

In a few days I borrowed a Prayer Book, and 
turning from page tp page, read as for hire, and 
thought I thereby made myself better. But all 
was comfortless work; my eyes ached, my 
hands trembled, but my anxiety was not re- 
lieved. At le,ngth I came to the Visitation Ser- 
vice and Prayers for the Sick and Dying : and 
never did poor superstitious monk work through 
his beads with more labour and ignorance than 
I did through these evangelical prayers. Yet 
not a sentence broke on my mind to give the 
smajilest light of the Gospel method of salva- 
tion. '^Wash his soul, we pray thee, in the 
blood of tiiat immaculate Lamb that was slain 
to take away the sins of the world," &c. with 
other petitions of a similar nature, were read 
over and over without my discovering the least 
knowlec^e of, or being in any way struck witiL 
the important doctrine contained in them. Not 
once did I ask, whether my soul were washed 
in that blood; not once did I enquire why it 
needed to be washed. The fact is, I had not 
the smallest conception eiUier of the thing itself 
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or of the necessity of a personal interest In it* 
All my hopes rested on my own worthiness : all 
my disquietude arose from the fear of punish"* 
ment, not from a hatred of sin, or a sense of the 
much abused mercy of a good .and gracious 
God. And no sooner did my strength begin to 
return, than my terrors and my readings were 
gradually lost sight of; tiU, at the end of one 
month, I rejoined the. ship as ignorant of myself 
and cUvine' things as when I left her^ though, 
perhaps, with somewhat more of a tender con* 
science and teachableness of mind. 

But the time drew near when a ray of li^ht 
was to dawn on a benighted soul; My friend. 
Captain W- — — , was blessed with a pious 
dailghter, who, on the father's quilling home to 
cominand'this ship, had put up Burder's Vills^e 
Sermons in his trunks widi the hope, and doubt* 
less Oie prayer, that they might not go forth 
in Ttdn. That hope, as it respected the poor 
thoughtless father^ was not realized* I knew 
him well: I saw him die« He quitted tMg 
world in much the same state ais I think I myself 
should have done, h£Mi I departed at t&e hm^ 
pitai. There were no bonds^ neither were there 
any hopes in Ms death. But, although these 
Httle volumes la^ unread by him for wfaibm 
they were intended; the providence of God d»» 
rected them to me, and^eomsxassionedtfaietii'to 
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dispel a portion of mental darknesB^ and to show 
me ^' that God so lored the wodi, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him might not perish, but have everiasting 
life !" Amazed and confounded at my fonner 
q;norance, I blessed the Ixnrd that he had not 
called me hence in my heathen creed ; for I 
now saw there must be a peace* maker to stand 
between offending man and an offended God* 
Yet there was a strange veil still over iny eyes* 
For, notwithstanding I re^ the two Tolumes 
attentiyely, and also turned often to the Bible, 
I continued ignorftnt of many essoxtial truttuh 
Hie depravity of the human heart, the necessity 
of regeneration, and the insufficiency of man to 
win or perform, were doctrines I saw no more 
of thad a heathen; and as to the offices and 
Woik of the Holy Ghost, as a convincing, coioH 
forting, teaching, and sanctifying Spirit, I might 
be truly said not to Imow any thing of the mat- 
ter. Confused and lindted as my knowledge of 
Cfaristiaxiity wals,. I soon became proud of iit, 
and even'coaddeved it as the faidi spoken of in 
the scriptures, and tsectted olf iik the sermons I 
l|ad »ead« Bat, alast it little purified my hear^ 
or wroiqgfat bylove^ .Indeed, with the cEsccep- 
iUA of having left oflF swearing, and ceased to 
ridicule religion, my practice whs as bad m 
before ; and, as cbnsdtnce did its work more 
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fidthfiilly^ my life was only more wretched. 
Sinning^ and vowing against committing sin, 
repenting, and transgressing, and transgressiii^ 
and repenting, made up the whole round of my 
days and months during the three years I was 
abroad. My companions thought me happy ; I 
knew myself to be miserable. During this pe-* 
riod many visible providenMal mercies fell to 
my lot. Our ship was twice nearly set on fire, 
and both times I was greatly instrum^otal in 
overcoming this most awful of all maritime ca- 
lamities. Nay, in the last instance, i. was the 
sole and timely instrument. It was on a Sunday • 
We were lying in Malta harbour ; and as almost 
ell the officers and crew were either on shore or 
upon the upper deck, I had embraced the op* 
portunity of sitting down to read the Bibte ; and 
being near the spot where the fire burst out, I 
Was enabled instantly to throw a quantity of 
water on it, and to extinguish what, in five mi- 
nutes, would have so filled the lower part of the 
diip with smoke, and have so extended itself, as 
to baffle human efforts. As it was, the danger 
was past by the time the alarmed crew began 
to descend and combat it* Thrice after my 
return from the hospital, our people were vi- 
sited with pestilential diseases, and more thata 
CHQce or twice we narrowly escaped shipwredc ; 
besides sharing in all the vidasitudes of sea- 
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sons and services mentioned in *' CoUins's Voy- 
ages to Portugal, Spain, Sicily, Malta, Asiti- 
Minor, Egypt, &c. &:c/* as our ship was fre- 
quently in company with the Dolphin, employed 
in the same branch of service, visited most of 
the places, and shared in the same perils, which 
are related of that vessel during the last three 
years of her continuance in these seas. * 

Had I been blessed with a serious friend, I 
might, through divine mercy, have become more 
decidedly a Christian ; but siich a privilege I as 
yet had never enjoyed. On the contrary, my 
messmates, and every officer in the ship, were 
not only ignorant of God, but seemingly vied 
with each other in sin. When I could get on 
shore alone, I generally fell into a reflecting 
mood, and often enjoyed a solitary ramble on 
the banks of the Nile, or the shores of Cyprus 
and ancient Crete, and felt desirous of hearing 
what these places once heard, and of seeing 
what their inhabitants once saw. But the first 
hour that rejourned me to my companions drove 
all these thoughts away. The superb magni- 
ficence and solemn state of the Roman Catholic 



* 1 haye not the pleasnre of knowing the pious author of 
these Voyages; hut I gladly embrace this opportunity of 
recommending this little book as an interesting Christian 
narrative of facts. 
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diurcfaeB stnick me with awe. Thoi^ I felt 
certain they were the teazles of. oomipt and 
BuperBtitious worshippers, yet I fell into a plea- 
sing melancholy, whenever I could pace their 
aisles undisturbed and unobserved. But I think 
the Mahometr . worshippers struck my vain 
mind with more solemnity than any other peo- 
ple. IVoud as I was of my better creed, yet 
their practice put me to the bkish, whenever I 
saw them prostrate on the earth, absorbed in 
their worship, and utterly regardless of the eyes 
and the opinions of others. Many, indeed, were 
the striking objects which at d^rent times and 
places continued to present themselves to the 
eye, as well as to the mind, during our long and 
roving services in the Mediterranean. For the 
Christian and classic reader is well aware that 
we could scarcely pass the shores of any coun- 
try, or approach the shelter of any harbour, 
whose present or past history did not power- 
fully admonish us to consider the instability of 
all earthly things. — On many of these occasions 
the spirit of the Lord certainly strove with me, 

although I knew it not at the time. ^Yes — ^it 

was undoubtedly that unknown still small voice, 
which sometimes made me thus converse with 
myself, ^' Where is the ancient wisdom and 
greatness of Egypt ? Where the splendour of 
its Alexandria, the pomp and luxury of its 
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Caoopui^ and the glory of its Phftraohs ? Wb«t 
is Tfte, and wliere is, Carthage ? Wheoe the 
seiren fhuvches planted by the apostles ? Wbeoe 
the pure knowledge and holy practice they onee 
inculcated ? Gone — some few broken fragn^enti 
«{ the one, and some few eclipsed reisiaias of the 
other, are indeed to be found ; but their glory is 
departed, and their very cemembnmoe la likely 
to perish ficom off the earU:^ !'' 

But Sicily and its yokauo, its ruins, and ka 
ndghbouring ^xaast, displayed too much of the 
grand operations of nature, and of tte awML 
yiritations of God, to pass unnoticed eren by 
a more thcmghtless being than myself. 

It was impossible to irt^and on the shores of 
Messina without fedlng some awe in the con* 
teniplatim of surrounding ohg^cts. If the eye 
turned southward, it beheld the towering sum* 
mit of 'Mount i£tna, pouring forth its douds 
of smoke, and occasionally emitting the vivid 
flame; and when it retired to survey nearer 
objects, it saw in many places little else than 
melancholy ruins of what had once been the 
habitations of men, the chambers in winch tiie 
tabret and the pipe, the viol and the harp had 
sounded — ^the ruins of whole ranges of bidid- 
ings, whose lofty tops many years agp caught 
and reflected the first rays of that da/s sun, 
who before he went down saw the convulsife 
02 
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earthquake burl them into their present forlorn 
and prostrate state^ behold the sea cast its 
waves on the unresistmg shore^ and sweep its 
crowded and despairing people into one com- 
mon grave. 

My then confused and scanty knowledge of 
the human heart will account for my stu^risc^ 
and perplexity, when standing by .these ruins, 
thoughtful and distressed, I saw the natives 
pass and repass, utterly unmindful of the scenes 
which so much engaged my attention. Surely, 
I said to myself, these people are stupid and 
hikrdened'in the extreme, who can every day 
behold yonder volcano, and every day live in 
the very midst of these ruins, and yet every day 
take the lead in all manner of sin ! 

Alas ! poor moralizer ! thou couldst see the 
mote in thy brother's eye, but thou didst not 
Asceim the beam in thine own ; otherwise thou 
wouldest have ceased to marvel at the Sicilian's 
indifference^ and have asked thyself, how it was 
these reflections on God and his judgments 
dcnild vanish from thine own mind, the instant 
the objects which gave rise to them were with- 
4»awn from thy sight ? 

'While I pass over many occurrences in si- 
lence, there is one which I cannot but notice : 
it took place a few weeks after 'my becoming 
acquainted with the Village Sermons. Sitting 
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alone^ and reading the Pilgrim's Progress (ano- 
ther good booV, now for the first time looking 
into it^) .1 felt much interested ; and though I 
understood but ^tt^ of its spiritual import, I 
made a general^pplication of it to myself. I con- 
sidered life as aioumey, beset with innumerable 
dajogers^ and myself as a traveller smrounded by 
so many and great difficulties, that I deemed it 
almost impossible but I must one day fall under 
them, and never reach the celestial city. It was 
no trifling season* T closed the book, and for 
the first time in my life wept over myself as a 
sinner exposed to much spiritual evil and many 
peculiar snares. Then it was I experienced 
what some may condemn. as enthusiasm, but 
what I at this day humbly hope was the still 
small vioice of God* While weeping over my 
fDrlom condition, these words, "/ will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee" were impressed on 
my mind with such power, that, had a voice 
pronounced them, they could not have been 
received more distinctly. I had then never 
seen or read them to my knowledge, but from 
that instant I felt confident they were a part of 
Holy Writ, and conceived some hopes of their 
being sent as an assurance of the Lord's mercy 
and goodness to me. — And will the Almighty 
never leave, never forsake me? I said to myself. 
The thought filled my eyes and my heart, as 



d by Google 



54 TAB AETROSPBCT. 

tbey had nerer been filed before, and bs I can- ' 
not dftBclSbe to otheirs* — BvA O what a base 
ungrateful trreteh dSd I soon prote ! — ^The 
vraAA and its hoiMmrB — the flesh and its lusts--* 
the devil and his wiles, shortly united to quench 
this ray of the Spirit ; and they but too weS 
succeeded ! On our yoyage home I coidd not 
forget that more ^an six years had elapsed 
since I turned my back on the Lord^ house, 
and' dl the merdes of a quiet fionSy. And I 
knew dso, that often during the last two years 
of our abode in the Mediterranean, I had pleased 
myself with llxe thought of attending his courts' 
if I lived to return. But when that event took 
place, and some fiivourable opportunities did 
ofifer, I neglected them all, gave mysrif to the 
service of Satan, and polluted the Xx>rd'B sab^ 
baths, seeking my own pleasure^ and doing my 
own will. Such was the state of things when 

the E was put out of commbsion, and 

I joined the D , to offend BtiU more, and to 

receive yet greater mercies. 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



TBB EBTIIOBrBCI).' 5S 



No. VI. 

** «M> 8PBAKVFH WfCE, TBA TWICE, YET MAN PBRCSlVfitH 
IT «0T. 

Ala9! poor «inftil, wretched, rebel man ! Littte 
does it ayail that eome pronounce great things 
in thjr praise; little does it diange the nalitie of 
things, though tbey ^' spend sfk thdr powers of' 
rant and rimpsody^ in eidogies of moral recti- 
tnde I '^ All is but the iink^ cymbal and 
l^ghHSonndk^ brags ; snutten in vain !'' For thy 
Maker's ywiee is disregarded. He who formed 
theei fiN)m ^le womb, proclaims, *' Although the 
ox knows his owner, and the ass his master's 
orib, Israel does not know, his people do net 
consider/' They consider neither his caDs of 
mercy nc^ his Tmce of ju^ment, -but a«e ewer 
disposed '* to revolt more and more, seeing the 
whole head is sick, the whole heart faint.'' 

Do any of my readers doubt this Bible state* 
Ttkent } Let them look abroad ; let thraEi ^^ ex-- 
amine themselres truly !" or let them peruse 
these brief memorials of a stranger; and tiie 
result wiU be, a conviction that ^ thf heart ifr 
deedtM above all things, and desperately 
wicked." 
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When the tender mercies of a heavenly Fa- 
ther had watched over and returned me in 
health to my " long lost native shore/* I re- 
flected not on the thousands who once sailed 
with .me^ and whose carcases had fallen in dis- 
tant lands, or been ingulfed in the ocean. Nay, 
when his gracious providence gave me oppor- 
tijnities of attending his house of prayer, I not 
only, neglected to embrace them, but, as was 
observed ii;i the ec»icluston of my last number, 
devoted the&e p^^rtunities to the service of 
S^tan, and polluted hid Sabbaths by seeking my 
own pleasure ajp^d. doing my own will. In the 

Di I fouild £i large ^nd gay society of yoiing 

men, whone only object was to obtain ^' that 
honour which cometh from man;" and happy 
and enviable was his lot esteemed who out- 
stripped his oompietitors in the ardent race. The 
world caressed me, and I gave it my heart. My 
practice as a Christian bectune more lax : I gave 
way to furious angry passion ; sought my hap- 
piness in the smiles of man ; and more and more 
forgat God. Who, then, will be surprised to 
hear, that my Utile scriptural light became 
darkness 3 or, thai on my haying grieved and 
quenched the blessed Spirit, Satan should be 
again permitted to exert great power over me ? 
I shudder at the recollection of this period ! 
Merciful God ! well might thy blessed Son de- 
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ctore that: the'tbiiiga which are highly esteemed 
wiimg jxmn ave abomination to thee — ^in my 
own ^saae Vhopw it must have been so. ^ 

Sach was the determined manner in which 
I weiM^thrQugh aU the boistevoias duties of my 
statioBv ti)iit I was appointed to.h^ad a party of 
the,boaHers in' time of actiob, and <also to com- 
mand a o^impany of men selected to combat and 
esdJnguish fire whenever it might occur in the 
fihip^ In shorty I left my companions at a dis- 
tsa^e^ (^Ey*ri^ 411 before me, and was among the 
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* The writer wishes it to be clearly undentood^that no 
part of his own irregularity could be acscribed to the want of 

good order and discipline on board this ship — Captain H 

(who lately departed this life a titled admiral, and justly 
liPBpure4 byt)ii8^€f?cD^gta) wv too good an officer, and too 
moral a man, tp suffer axyr tp trifle in his presence, either 
with their public duties, or the sacre^ name and things of (rod. 
Wherever he conceived that he found merit, there he pro- 
moted it to the utmost of his power ; and if his ship had npt 
a ^Idw Chfqdtiiik on board, it was not bis fault. He watchfld 
jover .^ i^n^fLt of those youi^ men more immediately under 
his care, with the vigilant eye of an intelligent father; and 
tuforect,' formed the character, and sent forth not a few who 
eni^^tlu^ day ne oilers high in rank and respectability in 
tbe'smioe. Had aUcommavden of his Majesty's' ships and 
ressebof ,wBr.been Uk« hnn, pediaps the writer would this 
day have been very differently employed ; but be that as it 
'may, as long as reason and memory maintain their empire, 
*so-long will-ljh* name- and remembrance of Sir G. H. be 
IbondRoftluMkreiiifdCsd by him. 
i>8 
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veiy flnt, vibo received promolioii flpom the 
QomnMnder-iii-chief sfter the close of the bittle 
of Trafidgar^ in wUdi the D-~- took no minor 
pait. 

Thvn fiur all was esteemed by man ; and yet 
all was abomination to God. He was not in 
all or any of my thoughts as the chief good; 
the glory of his name was not my motive of 
action ; nor was his word nty rule of eondnet* 
But amidst all the dangers and mercies^ the 
bnstle and delusive smiles with wUdi I was 
surrounded^ I was far from being happy. Hie 
Lord did not suffer my conscience to become 
wholly callous^ and every day I did more than 
sufficient to wound its feelipgs and raise its 
voice. Nothing short oi tlie preventing mercies 
of God kept me from destroying myself and 
o&ers in my paroxysms of anger and passion. 
Once I so nearly brought on an apoplectic &ty 
as to turn giddy,. become speechless^ stagger^ 
and ahnost fall on die deck ; and c^«eq has this 
unworthy hand Levelled a poor offending fellow- 
mortal at my feet on a trifling occasion. No 
marvel then, that, wh^ ,1 retreated^tQ my is^iikh 
I was wret<^ed in the veview of. my condoet. '> 

In this state of things llie enemy assaulted mb 
with the weapons of deism; doubts upon doubts, 
and one cavil after another, rushed on tjiemaid^ 
and induced me to call the wfa^' totito ntyof 
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Sci^tiue in question. Did the eternal Author 
of aU being, mdeed, gire his only begotten Son 
to be the propitiation ibr sinners ? was a qpamB^. 
tlon frequently suggested to my mind. I left oflF 
leading the Bible, and reasoned after the wis*^ 
dom of man. Viewing the universe throiigh tib». 
medium of recent astronomical discoveries, I 
beheld systems of worids rising above each 
other in an innumerable multitude, and almost 
lost sight of our globe, as an atcmi in the vast 
Add of creaficm. My belief was staggered at 
the^ price said to have been paid for the ]»• 
demption of this atom, and I foolishly asked, 
what or who must redeem the millions of 
others ? * The sight of the rsonbow was, for 
some months, the constant introduction to these 
sceptical reasonings : in it I conceived I had 
found out an undeniable instance of priestcraft, 
merely because I could describe how natural 
caw^a produce that beautiful effect, f O Seep- 
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♦ In tbe fifth chapter of Fuller's " Gospel its own Wit- 
aevij" there is an admirable answer to this objection. 

f Whether the bow appeared before tbe flood, is not worth 
iaqpiqr^ One tb^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^ intelligent rnind^ that the 
SOlomv fve the natural /effect of a well^nown canse^ and, ae 
sacby the bpw contsina no more of the fioger of God than 
«BJ 0lhev portion of his works. But in the then pride and 
igaogimoe of my heart, I did not once ask who established 
ttidg«fetew«4oiify(Qr«f nor dad I once jreflect on tbe divine 
d4 
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tiekm! thou destroyer of man's peace, tfey 
chaii), I can say from experience^ is hard to be 
borne. No peart of mjr Ufe was more truly 
unhappy than thisy in which I called in question 
the authority of revelation* I dreaded my own 
aentimeiilB, yet continued to indulge tbem. I 
trembled at my creed, Uiough I tried to hold it 
fiist. Strai^ and miserable infatuation ! Happy 
ftnr me, no disciples of modem infidelity, nor any 
of their pernicious works, had yet fallen in my 
way, or I should probably have declared at once 
for the doctrines of Paine's Age of Reason, &p. 
Since that time, I have read some of their yaia 
philosophy, their proud and blasj^emous rea^ 



«^v%v^%^%^%« 



condescension, thus stooping to give a promise of safety to 
offending men, and ratifying this promise anew wheneTer tiMy 
behold this seal or luitafal sign in tiie clond. Had it pleaae^ 
the Lord to appoint any other part of his natural and visible 
works (for instance, every new or full moon, or every eclipse) 
as a remembrancer of the deluge, and of our safety from its 
recurrence, his goodoASs would have, been equally consp* 
cnous, though the sign itself would not have been so appro- 
priate, so striking to the outward senses, as that of the 
glowing bow ; because it is only when the sky is darkened 
with storms, and the torrents arc descending to moisten, but 
not to destroy the earth, that this gracious and beautifiil 
token appears. What time, then, so appropriate — what part 
of all nature's productions so suited to confirm a nerdfiil 
. promise, that the earth shall no more be destroyed by a liood? 
b 1 the wisdom and goodness of God, in giving the promifle^ 
and in selecting such a memorial of its continiHuiee. 
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sonings^ and have been nnidi atmck «fc ifhs 
similarity of their cavils and my cmn. Nay, 1 
hare seen their objections clothed in the very 
shape in which Satan formerly suggested them 
to my mind ; and hence I knew who' bad tau^t 
them. May the Lord diange their hearts^ and 
give them to see their folly and their dsmger I 

blessed Bible ! may thy dodriaea and pro- 
mises continue to cheer and support me throu^ 
this vale of tears ; for I know by experience, 
that the Assyrians, the Jareha of thb world, can* 
not heal a troubled mind, nor cure a wounded 
soul. (Hosea, t. 13.) 

To the best of my recollection, this sceptical 
state oi mind lasted about half a 3^ar, when I 
gradually returned to reading the'BiUe (if it 
may be called reading ;) for iu> sooner had the 
Lord driven Satan from this post, but he at* 
tad^ed me from another. No loi^e^r able to 
make me deny the Scriptures, he, endeavoured 
to prevent my reading them, by injecting the 
most vile and hmid, the most impure and abob' 
minafole thoughts into my mind whenever I 
opened that blessed book. It is utterly impos- 
sible that a second person eon conceive to what 
lengtii this snare was carried. Many a time did 

1 shut up the Bible, as the only way of getting 
clear of what made me> detest myself ;, for I 
found, tiiat whenever I left off reading, I weus 
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ddiyered feom tltese abominable. tbcmghto. So 
fittle did I know of Satan's deviceB^ of my own 
hearty or of the way to escape the eVils of the 
one or the other. — While these conflicts were 
passing within my mind, .and while I was 
sinning on deck and repenting belowy making 
iresolutaons, and breiddng them-fast^ and fester, 
die Lord sent me one yery striking p«»onal caH 
to turn, and consider the madness of my ways. 
HaTiQg anduved off the coast of Su£Eblk, a 
party went on shore to shoot wild«f owL We 
had retomed to the beach, waiting the airural of 
the boat. The roar of noisy mirUi had ceased, 
and I was at le^th become: thon^itftil ; for I 
had greatly sinned against light and oonscienee 
that day. As I was pacing the shone, thirty or 
forty yards from the main body of my comr 
pankms, one of them krelled his piece ; I no- 
ticed him, and thought his aim was well adjusted 
for my head, if he had any design to shoot me. 
Scarcely had the thought crossed my mind he<- 
fore he fired : when, feeling my hat jedc, I took 
it ^ and, to my surprise, found the contents of 
his piece had entered the crown, right in froivt^ 
passed over the scalp of the head, :and esi^ptNl 
Jthrougfa the back part of thfe hat 1 It appeired, 
cm inquiry, that he had loaded with a pebMe- 
stone, the mze of a musketrbaU, which he 
focdiahly supposed would fly to dust as soon as 
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it escaped the barrel of the pieoe. When 1 1 
how near I had been to the eternal world, I 
ootdd not but say, *^ This k aively the yotce of 
God;'' and under this impression^ I sat silent in 
the boat'doiuig the greater part of our way to 
the^ship, a drEumstance which one of my eota^ 
paaions observed, and bejgan to raily me on ity 
aridng whether the thought of baring been 
nearly shot had tied up my tongue. And now^ 
does the reader imagine I honestiy confessed 
the truth ? — No ! for, although I trembled at the 
. lecollection of the eye and hand of Omnipotence 
being so evidently about me, yet I trembled' 
m&re at the prospect of human ridicule, and 
ratl^r than endive Hie laugh of man for stimd* 
h^ln awe of God, I ventured on another act 
<rf known sin, and positively denied that any 
such thought occupied my mind. 

Such was my base ingratitttde to a gracions 
Pjraserrer, who still permitted me to live, an 
awftd instaaee of this truth, thatt^ugfa ^^God 
speakath oace, yea twice, yet n^an peroeivetih it 
not^'' aft least not so as to be duly tSkdbtd by 
the ^Bvine calte. But my hefaious lie left a sting 
bdlnd, wUch more than ^ver' banished peace 
from my mind. I applied to the Bible with 
sotoiewhal more attention than usual ; but, alas ! 
it was a sealed book, Egyptian darkness over'*- 
shadowed my understanding, and fretfiilness 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



64 TBB RjBTaoapjBor. 

and ^Bsati&factioa (not re^enftanee) fiUed my 
heart. Still I put on the hypocritical fioiile of 
cheeif ulneBS in company^ and passed for a happy 
fellow, while happiness was an entire stranger 
to my breast. My most eomfortabte hours weie 
those in which the bustle and e3i:ertk)n p^nautir 
cal duty prevented my thinking* In this, stalie 
I passed more than two years in the D— , 
causing the Lord to serye with niy sins, and 
wearying him with my iniquities. 

I might lengthen out my remarks on his. good- 
ness, in covering my head in the day of battle> 
when so many fell ; as well as, on three diffier^sil 
occasions, preserving this ship firom the most im- 
mintot danger of being wrecked, on the coivst of 
Spain, and in the North Sea ; but I refrain from 
doing it, lest so many repetitions should exhajust 
the patience of my readers. I will only observe, 

that, some time after I left the D ^ she was 

lost, and more than five hundred souls perished 
Mdth her ! O that I could but feel as I ougjit to 
do in .the retrospective view of so much merey ! 
But, alas ! like David, I find my soul cleaves to 
'j^e dust ; and, like St. Paul, when I w6idd do 
good — ^when I would ^^ latretdi foirth th^ vdngs 
6f love and arms of faith," evil in various shapes 
is present, with me, and shortiy I am found 
dwelling in the tents of Kedar, as before* 
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No. VII. 



" I WILL gINO OP MBRCY AMD JV06MB1IT." 

SwB£T theme ! thou hast smoothed down many 
a nigged portion' of my way through this .wil- 
derness of sin — thou hast solaced me in many 
a past and gloomy hour ! Henceforth^ ^^ when , 
clouds and darkness are round about the throne 
of the Almighty/' may- 1 erer remember that 
^^ mercy and truth are the habitation of his 
seat." When at any time^ ^^ I walk in dark- 
ness and have no light^'' let the remembrance 
of past goodness cheer my drooping spirits^ and 
strengthen my feeble knees ! And^ O thou 
gracious corenaut God 1 who hast borne with 
me so longy do thou^ from henceforth^ enable 
me to follow thy dear Son as the good shep^ 
herd^ although it be like the ewes big with 
youngs limpings and in the rear of thy flock! 
Lead, O lead me, by thy merciful hand ; enable 
me to endure unto the end, to arrive at thy fold, 
and to awake up afiter thy likeness; for then 
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I shall indeed be satisfied with it— then '* ho- 
sannahs will no more languish on the tongue/' 
nor will my devotions die away into luke-warm- 
ness ; on the contrary^ 

<« This song shall last wheu night has qnench'd tkr polfl. 
And hear'n is all departed as a scroll i 
Yea, when, as Justice has long since decreed, 
Tliis earth shall blaM, aad a new wm^ sncoaed/^ 

Still shall I sing of mercy and judgment; unto 
thee^ O Lord^ I shall sing. 

On returning to England, the C — - — had to 
undergo some repairs, whieh enabled me to be 
more on shore than formerly. Again I vahad' 
with gay companions, turned my bade on the' 
house of Grod, and sought, in the micbt at 
thoughtless beings, like myself, that happiness 
wUch had hitherto eluded my grasp. I sought 
it eageily, but I found it not. The sound of the^ 
dhurdi-going bell, the procession to and from' 
different places of worship, and that Bokmn 
something which pervades the Sabbath, and 
which all the abandoned profligacy of the mdb-^ 
titttde cannot entirely do away; these imited 
in dashing the' cup of pleasure ftom my lips, 
and in establishing the dominion of conscwnoe 
within : but the fear of man was my great, my* 
dreadful snare. Like Agrippa, I wa» almost 
persuaded to reform, but tlie dread of ridicule 
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was ISke a triple chain abotit me. Well said 
the poet, 

^ Ife is tlie freeman whom the truth makeafioee,, 
*' And all are slayes beside." 

How did I centimie to labour in the drudgery 
of tMs cilain, doing the works of Satan } - KTot 
becanse I felt his service to be freedom, or his 
paths those of peace ; but that I dreaded <he 
trial of ertael mockings, ^lonld I quit his ranks. 
Thus I went on, one hour reflecting and con- 
demning myself; the next> gaQanting ladies to 
shops aacl miming visits, sitting down to wine-* 
parties, or mixing in the card*room, Ihe assem*' 
bly, or the ball. Twice I, as it were, stole away 
from tiiem, and attended the morning service 
. at a ISftshionable chapel of ease \ but I neither 
undevstood nor felt what I heard. little, indeed^ 
£d I then know of doctrines; but I was vexed 
to &id nothing about Christ in the preacher's 
discourses. The next Sabbath I rambled into 
the fields, and stumbled, as the world would say, 
by mere chance, on Old Stoke church, just as 
the- congregation were going in. I followed 
them, and saw, and heard, and felt, what I little 
expected. Tq heboid a Minister address his 
audience, not from the pages of a formal, cold, 
moral essay, but from the BiUe, with that 
seriousness, which bespoke him really in earnest 
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—and with that a&qtipu, which ahqwed that he 
uideed felt for their eternal peace : to behold 
all this in a Minister of the Established Churchy 
was to me (pardon me, my clerical reader) as 
new as it was miexpected : nor was the subject 
matter less new than the manner in which it 
was delivered— I may truly say by this serrant. 
of Christ, as the Athenians did by the great 
Apostle, ^ He brought straoge things to my 
earsj'' drawing a picture of. mm ^ ft hapless 
undone creature, pos^c^ssiug. a naiviTi^ totally 
corrupt ;anjd desperatdy wicked* I. began to. 
see the source of that, evil I so often had. found 
breaking through all the restraints, resolutions, 
and vows with which I had endeavoured to bind 
it. Hitherto I had esteemed myself capable of 
doing great things ; nor had all my failures 
swept away my vain coitceits of a good heart 
and inherent strength. But now the Word was 
commissioned to lay the axe at the root of all 
such vain boastings. I was told, and I felt that 
I could neither think nor act of myself in aay 
way pleasing to God, but that all my sufficiency 
must be deriyed frotn above. In short, a few 
sermons tore all my false props from, und^r 
me, and I saw myself '^ poor, and blind, and 
wretched, and miserable,, and naked/' But I 
W^. not left here. I was directed to the Xx>rd 
Je^us as the great High Prie^, whose fulness 
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abounded^ to the supplying all the wants of his 
church and people. What a display of thos« 
wants, and of the mercy and goodness of a co- 
venant God to supply them, did I hear, in an 
enlargement on Psalm It, 22 : *^ Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee : he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved.*' No 
longer surpriBed at my having broken through 
so many resolutions and vows of amendment, I 
stood amazed at the folly of having even made 
one in my own strength. I now understood, 
both doctrinally and experimentally, that ^^ it is 
not our willing or running, but that it is of God, 
who showeth mercy, and who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure." 

Our ship, happily, continued for a while on 
the Channel service, and occasionally went into 
this port ; and I as often embraced every op- 
portunity of hearing the word of Grod at Stoke 
church. But I had been a great sinner, and the 
Lord kept me in a sorrowful path, especially 
while the vast and important truths of Scripture 
were pouring in on my soul. I saw more of the 
wonderful things out of God's law etery week, 
and thereby I saw more of my own vileness. 
Many were my fears and doubts j my heart was 
fitll, and I longed to unburden it to some one 
who could enter into my feelings, and assist me 
in iny difficulties. But whither could I look for 
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such a person ? Not in sJl tbe circde of my 
friends and acquaintance : they cared fojr none 
of theee things. At length, after many debates 
with myself, I determined on requesting an in- 
terview with the man whose ministry iiad been 
blessed to the bringing me thos far. fib is almost 
snpeifluous to say it was readily grasted, or to 
add how much, under God, I was, and. still *am 
indebted for the instruction, advice, and jcomfoit 
which I received from this Christian mimster. 
He endeared himself to me by every act of kind- 
ness ; his heart and his house wene always open 
to me. In the latter, I beheld all that contrast 
which exists between the manners of a Christian 
family and those of an ungodly and ignoffant 
world. At Stoke Rectory was all that my pecu- 
liar case seemed to demand — ^retreat from the 
noise and vanity of former companions, domes- 
tic peace, wise and Christian counsel, and real 
fiiendship. These privileges soon disqualified 
me for the jovial board, and the idle diit-chart^ 
of a fashionable world: they unfitted me for 
the pleasures of a card-room, the ball, and the 
assembly* I bid them all adieu; no longer 
esteeming the smiles of their advocates as any 
thing worth valuing, and no longer deterred 
from seeking the Lord by their frowns or their 
jests.«-On going to sea, I was enabled to paas 
throng my public jdnties with much composnre j 
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and, when id my cahui^ I read Ae SeriptaveB 
like oBe who had obtained a key, or index, %o 
mnftild what was before uninielligible* Man was 
no longer a riddle, or his actions unaccountable. 
I saw him rise and &II9 conquer or fly, in his 
conflicts with the world, himself and Sataa^ jusi 
as grace was in exercise in his soid. 

The awful Inconsistencies of Noah, Abraham^ 
David, Solomon^ and others, were reconcileiMe ; 
and, though I trembled, I was not sorinised. 
To enlarge, however^ in tins part of the Retro- 
spect, would not become me. I shall only add, 
that from that time to the present^ I have been 
learning, by little and little, more of those great 
4xuths which I first heard at Stoke church. The 
night I left my kind Christian Mend's house to 
proceed on board, and tibence again to sea, was 
a time of trial — ^Tbe sweets of Christian society 
and domestic peace had been tasted, and these 
made the rugged scenes and disorders of a dhip 
the more harsh — ^I felt it difficult to part fixmi 
the former, and again to unite with the Ifttter*— 
My mind waghed the blessings I was dbcmt to 
leave, and the trials and privati<m»I was soon to 
be exposed to ; and it was very sorrowM. This 
my kind host observed, and said many affec- 
tionate things to inspire hope and allay despair ; 
but there was something of the prophi^c in hie 
cimGludii^ sentence. '^^ Who can teU but die 
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Lord may make you serviceable in flie ship ?"-^— 
At that time I conceived not the smallest hope 
of any such thing ever coming to pass ; nay^ I 
scarcely dared to think I should myself continue 
on the Lord's side ; but subsequent events often 
brought his vrords to my remembrance. 

It was on a Friday I returned on board ; and 
on Saturday we put to sea. The next day of 
course saw me far firom the venerable walls of 
Stoke church — Other sounds than those of its 
plaintive chiming bells filled my ears^ and far 
different works from those which occupied the 
assemblies of God's worshipping people there 
and elsewhere demanded my attention. — It was 
one of the most sorrowful Sabbaths I had ever 
witnessed. Like David of old, I truly envied 
^' the sparrow that had found her a nest about 
the walls of God's temple, and the swallow who 
could there lay her young.'* 

For some time past it had been my custom, 
wfien agitated or distressed in mind, to retire to 
may cabin, and there (as I had no firiend to whom 
I could lay open my sorrows, or from whom I 
could receive suitable advice and consolation) 
to snatch up the first piece of paper and pen 
which fell in my way, and converse, as it were, 
with myself, and carry on my paper complain- 
ings until my mind was somewhat tranquillisBed. 
These incoherent epistles rarely outlived the 
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second day ; but the one I that sabbath scraw- 
led was^ I know not why, preserved. I have 
lately received a copy of it, with other memo- 
randums, which I had long supposed were de- 
stroyed. I will therefore transcribe it without 
apolo^zang for its rude, abrupt, unconnected 
style, that the Christian reader may see, as in a 
glass, the then state of my mind. 

'* I am cut off from the Lord's house, his 
ordinances and his people — I shall hear no 
more the glad tidings of salvation, within the 
courts of the Most High — and my Christian 
friends are left — perhaps to be seen no more, 
or at some very distant period — and oh what 
temptations ! — what trials ! what difficulties may 
I not have to encounter! How much do I need 
line upon line and precept upon precept ! Yet 
all is lost — no — my blessed Saviour wUl not 
leave me! My Heavenly Father will not in 
anger cast me off for ever — I feel confident his 
Holy Spirit will go with me — And O Eternal 
Lord God ! if thy spirit does accompany me, it 
is sufficient — ^Thou hast declared that all things 
work together for good to them that love thee — 
O Lord Jesus Christ ! thou knowest this is my 
desire — O that I could confide more fully for 
time and -eternity in thy unchangeable righte- 
ousness and love ; for in this place of sin and 
iniquity thou art yet present in abundant mercy, 

K 
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and thy strength is sufficient — Oh it is best even 
for me to possess no power in the heavenly 
warfare ! for when I am weak^ then am I tstrong 
in Thee/' 

Again I observe I shall make no apology for 
this production. The Christian reader will sym- 
pathise with the state of mind which dictated 
it, and give me credit, when I say that at the 
time I wrote it, I no more expected it would 
live to this day, or be laid before the public, 
than I expected hereafter to be translated to 
heaven, like the Prophet Elijah, in a chariot of 
fire. — After a few days, I became composed, 
and applied my leisure hours to reading the 
Scriptiures and such works on divinity as my 
kind friend and minister had recommended, and 
I hope I may say I grew in right knowledge and 
in resignation to the divine will. But at the 
end of six or eight months, like the lepers in the 
Syrian camp, my conscience smote me ; and I 
8{dd, '* This is the day of good tidings, and I hold 
my peace.'' Here are more than six hundred 
souls famishing in spiritual want, perishing for 
lack of knowledge ; they have not worshipped 
God, even in the form of sabbath worship, for 
these five years past ; they have had few, very 
few Bibles — no man cares for their souls. I 
could not but feel my superior mercies, and I 
trembled at the thought of uselessly burying my 
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lifttle talent of knowledge and influence in the 
earth. But what to do, under all the many and 
great existing difficulties, I knew not ; luiless it 
were'to introduce the subject of reading prayers 
on the Sunday to the ci^tain. As ttiis was 
done on board many ships by the commander, 
or one of the commissioned officers, there was a 
distant hope pi bringing the same about in the 
C— ' — , ' But full of fears and cautions, I passed 
day after day without finding any opportunity of 
introducing the subject. At length, to my great 
joy, the very t^ng was done by the captain him- 
self at his dinner-taUe, where religion happened 
to be brought on the carpet by some of the com- 
pany. I need hardly say, that on such an occasion 
many silly things were advanced, particularly on 
the point of acceptance, or justification before 
God» All had given their opinions, except the 
captain and myself, and had agreed that all re- 
ligions were dlike acceptable to God, provided 
men were but sincere in what they professed ; 
and that he who did as he would be done by 
here, was sure of doing well hereafter, or, in 
other words, of going to heaven. It had been 
captain A.'s jHrivilege^ when on shore, to live near 
a pious minister, and occasionally'to enjoy his 
public and private instructions. These had not 
been in vam ; they had certainly furnished his 
head with mtich right knowledge, whatever the 
b2 
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state of hk heart might be* Whe% theref<»^ 
he gave his sentiments on the subject ki debate^ 
he con&ited Tvhat had been- advance^ aUegiiif 
that/ as God had imparted his will to man in the 
Scriptures, it was not left to man's choice. to 
form a creed suited to his own fimdes* - I 
heartily seconded himyand added^^ few: words 
to prove that ndttef oar'soiiity perfpniuinoe of 
relative duties, noir our sel&made creeds, could 
justify us before God, who had appointed his 
only begotten Son tb be wisd«»n, righteousness, 
sanddfication, and redemption fco a lost worid, 
and Aat there ^' was none other name given 
under heaven,'whereby menoould be sas'edy but 
oiily that of Jesus Cltfist." The only. reply 
which followed my few observations was from 
captmn A. in these words : ^^ You* preach very 
well, you shall read prayers next^Sunday, if you 
will.'' My heatt lei^ed with joy. I thanked 
him^ and offered my wttling services as often as 
die weather and puMie duly would allowi ^And 
now the news tsii through the ship ISie light- 
ning, diat ^**'was to preach next Sunday. 
Same smiled, ' others marvellsd ; but 'i •secretly 
njoieed, and thanked 'God fet'havkig- ^us 
fevotirably and unexpectedly 'opewed '^•-deos, 
and for having proved better to me tiiatt all my 
hopes and expectations. -^As^ tiiis was early in 
the week, I had some^ opportunities o^ taUcbig 
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ti3« matter oter with the captain, and fiaying 
thi^ I had a voliutte of plain diaeouraesy short, 
and weU adaptedto the crew, if he would pemut 
me to read one alfa^ the prayers. ^' Do as you 
Hke,^' Was the answer. 

At length Sunday came : the day was remark- 
ably fine. No' public duty intervened to set aside 
this holy season. The church was rigged,"^ the 
bdl rang, and the captain, officees, and entire 
crew- soon took their seats, according to that 
(tfderand discipline which prevails in all well 
r^ulttted ships of war. Much as I had longed 
for> and pleased abd rejoiced as I certainly was 
at the sight, yet it confounded me. More than 
six hundred bare heads and attentive looks, all 
directed to myself,* as I advanced to my stand, 
were more terrible than the muzzles of so ,many 
frowning cimnon had ever been ; I • literally 
trembled, w^e I rei^ through the prayers ; 
and more so, if possible, when I came to the ser- 
mon. At length I got through the service, and 
retired to my calnn, full of confusion and ^self- 



* A maritime phrase for clearing away and fitting up s 
conrenlent part of the ship, sufficient to seat the whole crew. 
ISuB is done sometimes between decks, and sometimes on 
the. quarter or upper deck. Stools are placed and flags of 
different colours suspended round the sides and over-head, 
so as to form an inclosed space, and to produce a pleasing 
eftct. 
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reproach, in that L had not looked up with saf-* 
ficient earnestness to God for a reafising sense 
of his presence, as the only thing that could 
deliver me from this snare — ^this fear of man. 

O what a poor inconsistent creature is man I 
who fears the presence of a fellow-mortal more 
than the eye of his Maker, who shrinks- more 
appalled at the censure of a worm like him- 
self, than he does at the threatenings of Omni-- 
potence : — O Lord God of mercy ! pardon thy 
servant's many, many offences in. this parti- 
cular, from this public instance even unto tiie 
present day. And henceforth give him grace 
not only to stand up in thy name, but to speak 
the word with all boldness as he ought to speak 
who advocates the cause of the King of kings^ 
and Lord of lords ! 

As the ship continued several weeks off the 
mouth of Brest harbour, and frequently at an* 
chor, we had service almost every Sunday, not 
only to all the officers and crew in the forenoon^ 
but I obtained permission to read (he Evening 
Prayers, and a sermon between decks, to such 
as chose to attend ; these were generally about 
two hundred. That delightfril part of divine 
worship, the singing to the praise and glory of 
God, was as yet wanting in our assembly. As 
we bad a band on boai*d, I thought it not impos- 
sible to form a choir, if I could prevail on some 
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of the men to learn a few plain tunes, and to 
bear the reproach of '' Psalm-singers" (a term 
of deriiiion and contempt, among common sea^ 
men, even where there is no such thing as 
sacced music, or an attempt at it.) Here, again, 
I succeeded beyond my expectation. For hav- 
ing found three or four men who formerly sang 
at church, or in chapels, they consented to meet 
the master of the band, and such young begin- 
ners as chose to practise. In short, in a very 
little time, we mustered ten or twelve vocal 
performers, who, with two clarionets and a 
bass, produced much better harmony than many 
country parish singers. It was truly gratifying 
to witness the attention and apparent interest 
with which the greater part of the crew now at- 
tended the worship of God. But there was a sad 
want of Bibles, Prayer Books, and other pious 
works. This evil, however, was partly done away 
on our going into port to be paid ; as I obtained 
permission to apply to the Naval and Military 
Bible Society, firom whom we obtained sixty- 
four Bibles. These, together with some hundreds 
of good little tracts, I saw distributed among 
the crew, and had the satisfaction of knowing 
every mess possessed the Scriptures. Seldom, 
from that time forward, did I go between decks 
without seeing some of the crew reading them. 
As soon as possible after this I applied for 
and obtained permission to form a public li- 
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brary of religious books on the foUowii^ plan* 
Every member subscribed four shillings, and 
was entitled to have one book in his possession^ 
and to change it for any other as often as he 
pleased ; and, in the event of leaving the ship^ 
to take one or more volumes with him as his 
own. The purser's steward undertook to keep 
the library chest, and receive and give out 
books. Most of the officers gave a gratuitous 
sum. Our number of subscribers exceeded a 
hundred and fifty, and our library, when pur* 
chased, contained above two hundred volumes 
of pious, evangelical works, two^thirds of which 
were always in circulation. Thus, from a state 
of barrenness, as to the Scriptures and good 
books, we were soon and easily in possession of 
sibundance ; for it must be observed, that many 
of the crew furnished themselves with Prayer 
Books, besides their subscriptions to ihe library* 
The next object was to form a day-school for 
t]^e poor boys. This was soon done, and was 
daily inspected by myself, and often visited by 
the captain. The singers, when their duty 
would permit, still continued to meet between 
six and eight o'clock, in a retked part of the 
ship ; not that it was necessary to do so merely 
to practice singing, but, having for several 
weeks enjoyed this retreat from the noise and 
folly of the crew, they knew not how to give it 
up 3' nor could I find in my heart to order it. 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



THE EJSTROSPKCT. 81 

On the coiitraryy I fiometimeB went below, and 
read a chapter or a. tract, or a passage from 
some of our library^ books, as well for my own 
edification as for theirs. 

In these eventn^^i^elidhigs it sometimes hap- 
pened, that pasjsages oecurred both in the Bible 
and other- books, wliich I thought my poor hear* 
ers did not understand quite so well as myself*^ 
On such occasions I endeavoured, for a few 
minutes, to simplify and explain them, and then 
read on again, and- concluded with prayer, much 
in the way many head^ of families conduct their 
evemng.worship. .This done, I dismissed them 
with a few injunctions to be attentive to th^ir 
public duties, as the first and best way of re- 
ducing to practice what they had heard. Little 
£d I then think that this was the first leading 
^ep towards the ^stond office. Owt apartment 
Was soon unable* to hold those who came, and 
maiiy attended wfthotit the canvas curtams 
Which 'iticloised it. . Nor were my hearers con^ 
iiied' tb 'the ^oor -seamen and 'marines t ' but 
Ubiiie 6f the tniMiipmen, akid mUfw end then one 
W the comndsfeidiuid officers,- came to bear *** 
I<ifededi, -ite tiliey termed ioory readings. In this 
fdanneriihhigk we^t on feir half a ^year, when the 
stormy 'whidi had* 16hg been silently gathering, 
began to discharge 'itS€tf,tind the cry of Me- 
thodism %«ii tn ibe^miMitkof several of my 
b3 
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brother oflicers, who knew not the meaning of, 
the word. Added to this, many foolish and false 
reports got into circulation, aa. to some of the 
men preaching. This togji its rise from the cir- 
cumstance of a few of them: occaaiooally reading 
and praying in their plaixi and honest way, on 
some.eyenings when I was not present. But our 
t^yilers could not distinguish prayer from ex- 
position. The same spirit of enmity was shortly 
displayed by the great bulk of the crew, as had 
been shown by their superiors. They atigmatized 
their comrades with the name of Wingers; * and 
though no one venture^ to speak openly before 
me on the subject, yet I heard of many unge* 
nerous things, that were uttered in my absence.^ 
I had endeavoured to sit down and coimt ;tl^. 
cost of my un^rtaldngsj but; such.waa the fury, 
of the storm when it first broke out, that it beait 
me down for a season, and, I fear, indi^iced me. 
i^ost to r^^t having dope any thing bey^n^ 
reading my Bible alone in my own, c^b^^ , Bu^ 
the l4>rd was merciful — he,remembere|d wh^^epf 
I was made, and graciously !ibreQgtbe9ed..}n][ 
hands, by shov^ing, at thif^,v«ry timc^ l^ow he bi^ 
owned that work which man deiypjse)!. Mox^ 
than oper or two instancea presented t^Mpin^(^v^8j) 
pi vj^Tj abandoned charajcters earnestly epnuiying 
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what they must do to be saved, aod^ to the utter 
astonishmi^t of all their companions, they held 
on in a new course of life and conversation — 

Yes! 

** The wveteh wha once Mag fHldlf , dane'dy and Uiig1i*d» 
And snck'd in dizzy madness with hia dranghty 
Now wept a silent flood, revers'd bis ways. 
Is sober, meek, benevolent — and prays.'* 

Thus encouraged, I went on, endeavouring, by 
a strict attention to my public duties, and kind- 
ness to n^y brother officers, to do away any real 
cause of complaint, seldom introducing religious 
subjects, and never dogmatipally thrusting my 
own opinions on them. 

In this way, through the blessing of God, 
many of them were brought to acknowledge the 
reasonableness of seeking first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. Oaths and unchaste 
conversation were almost entirely banished from 
our mess-room, and a blessing was regularly 
asked by the president at our meals. The 
visible improvement in many of the wingers was 
a loud-speaking testimony that our Methodism 
had been useful. The whole of the officers 
were convinced that I could carry on the public 
duty without swearing at the men ; and that the 
men could also do theirs without uttering an 
oath, whenever I was on deck. 

About this time a pleasing and indirect tes- 
s4 
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timony was borne to the general iminoTement 
of the crew^ by one whose wwds would have 
considerable weight with many, as nerer having 
been suspected of pstdm-singmg, I mean Ge- 
neral * * * *, who being on the inspecting ser- 
vice at Berry Head and Brixham, at the time 
the fleet put into Torbay, was invited on board 
by our captain. After he had gone over and 
examined the whole of the ship, he expressed 
his high gratification, and particularly remarked 
to captain A. that he had heard little or no 
swearing as he passed among the seamen: a 
circumstance he conceived very singular, and 
very different from what would have been found 
on a like occasion among so many troops in 
barracks. But although the senior lieutenant 
professed great friendship, and pretended to 
rejoice at the moral improvement of the crew, 
he was secretly a bitter enemy to myself and 
the cause of religion in general. He was a weak 
and vain man. He viewed me as one who was 
gaining an ascendancy in the ship &r beyond 
his own 5 and his friends in port persuaded him 
that all our 'meetings were for mutinous pur- 
poses, or that they would end in such. This 
afforded a pretext for complaint to the captain, 
who was earnestly solicited to put an imme- 
diate and entire stop to all religious assemblies 
and rdigious procee^gs in the ship ; and so 
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effsctuailf did my adversary in my absence 
plead his cause, that orders were Ae same 
night issued that it should be as he requbed* 
The fellowmg day I requested an ifiterview^ with 
the commander on the subject ; when I endea* 
voured to show him the absurdity of all feara on 
the score of mutiny and insubordination, and 
appealed to facts in proof tiiat the wingers wtre 
always obedient to command, ready at every 
call, and foremost in every danger. FVom this 
view and statement I appealed to conbcieiice, 
and plainly declared that I considered our dif« 
ferent posts of authority as talents intrusted to 
us for the good of others — ^ihat we owed a duty 
to men's souls as well as to their bodies — ^to our 
God as well as to our country. 

The result of this interview was tiie rev(Jdng 
of part of the severe orders just issued, and the 
grant for our littie meethigs to take place twice 
in the week, provided I were personally present. 
This was a prudent caution, and left no room 
for complaint on our part. From this time until 
captain A. gave up the command, I had but few 
troubles to encounter, tmless what arose from 
witnessing the falling away of some professors, 
and the unsteady walk of others. It was then 
much as it is at present in my parish. On one 
band, I rejoiced in hope that the Almighty had 
set his seal to a part of what had been done : on 
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the other, I grieved at beholding the ravages 
vldch the wolf from time to time made in our 
poor UAk flock. 

At length captain A. left the abip^ to tibe re* 
gret of illy ip3id espedaUy oi myself, for he had 
not oiUy been kind, but a supporter of what was 
good* His successcMr, captain B., was a man of 
considerable naval interest, had made much 
^ixe^moneyy and was hau^ty and imperious 
to an extfeme. As to religion, he had no other 
idea of it, but as being useM to keep the lower 
orders in subjection. He was evidently asto- 
nished at the morality of the o£&cers, and cer- 
tainly endeavoured to restrain his violent gusts 
of passion and oaths, when commanding the 
seamen and petty officers on deck. But it was 
not from light motives. He soon looked on us 
as a set of Jesuits, before whom it was neces* 
swy to be on his guaid. Learning how the 
Sundays had been kept, he could not, without 
a Inreach of order and discipline, totally abolish 
the observance of divine service. He therefore 
sent for me, and requested the favom* of my 
reading prayers, as usual, when duty would 
allow. I did so the next Sunday after he joined 
us. The singers sang twice, and I produced 
one of the Village Sermons as formerly ; but 
this was the last time but one that my poor 
sermon-book made its iq[^>earance» Some duty 
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(^it.Qth^ was alwayff .pl^ed,. so as Deyer^fter* - 
wurds to ^ow tifne^fifMT tbe reading of a sermon; 
aod m.ope or two more Sabbaths we Qou|d not 
fi|^ J^isure to shig, a fsakn. T^us tb^/gerviT^ 
was reduced to the mer? reading (^ prayers^ and 
t|^t.'but:.qcca9^QqaIly». The .poor Vpys' school 
waf.]t^,fir»b.ob)€^ of . hic^ attention and olyec- 
tion, ap, in his profound judgment^ Hkely to do 
har;n./ He 4<'ubted not pf my good intentions, 
Vnt jf^'was.a tms^fn: id^ i;i all who thqugbt 
^. fprvvTacd the hitpp|i^8 of the poor by giving 
tl^em an educat|os^ The lads were therefore 
^i^missed, ai^d th|9..ta^|e. broken up to repair 
sofae old partition^* 

Well knowing , the meanness, and enmity of 
t^ seniof Ueui^snau^'s n^nd^ I felt assured he 
would lose no ppgpkQrtunity of- endeavouring. to 
accomplish what> he had hitherto failed in. On 
my first interview with captain B.;, I therefore 
informed him of the little party who met belpw^ 
andfreqn^ijfti^d hif\ permissipn ior a continvauce 
of it wjbi^ I co^Ld be present. , To this he con- 
^^tued^. J>^ing in fact, taken )[)y surprise^ and 
unpn^p^^d tp argue the.sul^ecty or deny the 
reiqu^sti This w^ -a grand point gamed, and I 
hope.we ^It thankful ;to the gracious Disposer 
pfr ^ventja-for. it. A^. captain, B. brought -six 
you^, gentlen^'Wtitb hjucn ^ffom his ^former 
9b)P9 t^j^ 80199, jOiMi; of Dfiere. cvrip»ityi yisited 
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our evening party. To tbe amfi2ement and 
fexalion of their command^i^, three otit of the 
nmnber became constant and s^tioilB attendants. 
V^th these young m^ I jpabded many an in- 
teresting hour^ both th my cabin^ and on detsk, 
m the silenl! iSgM-^tches:' At iSnit captain B. 
argued -with and cautioned tbem tigain^ being 
with me ; but, finding Ins arguments avail no> 
thing, lie proceeded to threats, and actually sent 
one very amiable youth into ft strange ship at 
ten minutes' warning, with the declared view of 
^' getting his btshop^like VB&&tjfDM out bf his 
head." By this lime every officer except mysdf 
had quarrelled with this imperious man. The 
ship was becolne extremely uncomfortable ; 
courts -martial were the order of the day ; and 
it was but too evident how much hatred existed 
between the commander and the commanded. 
For the Gospel's sake I strove to be at peace ; 
and had it not been jfbr my religious sentimehts, 
I believe I should have been a fkvourite.' ' 'But, 
under^ such circumstances, my countenancing 
any midshipman or sailor, was a' sure prelude t6 
a train of petty oppressions SEdUhg on them, 
especially from the senior lieutenant. *11i^ re- 
probate psurt of the crew began t6 triumph over 
their more serious (romiades,* tod those who 
were hot realty in earnest fell away through the 
fear 6f pWsecilil^n;'' 'Stiil'the'evemnglmeetingi 
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continued twice a week ; and I think I may 
affirm, the presence of God was occaskmally 
witk U8^ and that to comfort and bless us* 

The reader must not however conclude, that 
all was smooth and comfortaUe even in these 
little meetings t no, I have already observed I- 
had to witness the falling away of some prb- 
fessbrs and. the unsteady walk of o&ers; and 
here I may add, that Satan found means for a 
time to distract our little party with contests 
about election and nbn-electioit, principally 

through the medium of one John T • He 

had formerly been in connection with Mr* 
Wesley's people, and firom his knowledge pf 
scripture and. psalmody, and an assumed pious 
exterior, was tof a considerable time looked up' 
to as a les^ding character by those whp Were 
really sincere. B\A his true state of h^bart 'was 
by and by cleaifly evident from the fruits it pro- 
duced ; and I felt it my duty ftist to expostvt- 
late, then to rebuke, and lastly to disnusS him 
from our assembly. Yet he found many op« 
pprtunities to canl with and perplex the tip« 
right in spirit, and, while he hiihself fell mote 
and more into open sins, to advocate the doc- 
trines of free-will and perfection on earth. At 
the same time another person, almost as un- 
christian as the former, was as warm on tJbe 
opposite side of the question. Thus these 
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ungodly ta&ers would have completely done the 
work of their master the devil, and turned our 
qu!et 8imple*mhided people into a set of angry- 
polemics and headstrong bigots, had not the 
Great Head of the diurch said, ^' Hitherto shalt 
thou go, and no further." Blessed and omni*. 
potent God ! I thank thee, that in this day of 
small things, this early state of my Christian 
labours, thou didst guide me by thy counsel and 
strengthen me by thy power to steer that course: 
and act that, part, which after more than seven 
yenrs deliberate, reading and reflection, I at this 
day conceive the best. 

But perhaps some reader would wish to know 
UiOre particularly the outline of my humble ex^ 
h<^tati<»is and e^tpositions tbw pursued and 
now-approved of. K so, I can gratify him; for 
I hav^ at this moment a letter before me, which 
I wrote to a dear and jnous friend at the time, 
and on the express subject in question. 

*Mt has been, and I hope ever will be, my 
principal object to lead poor unawakened sin- 
ners to see their lost estate by nature and by 
^9ctice, smd thence the absolute necessity of 
rq^eneraticni — to point to Jesus Christ as the 
Littnb of God. slain for the sins of the world, as 
the only rock on which we csn build our spiri- 
tual house — through whom alone we can pro- 
cure pardon for the pa^, strength for the 
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present, and aceeptaxice in fiiture*— in point of 
merit disclaiming er^x our best performances as 
nothing worth, but looking alone to his per#bt 
righteousnessy wh(y died, the jiist for the unjust^ 
that he m%ht bring s'mners to God; wlneb 
righteousness is to and npon all that beliere^ 
but none others.^^^Insisting, at the same time^ 
on the necessity of proving our faith and love 
in a crucified Saviour by love to his people, 
and by maintaining^ good works : it being arvom 
delusion to conifesr €hfist with our lips, while 
the tenor of our lives denies him. Hius I 
hope I have goiie on safe ground, without be* 
wiMering these babes in religion with.speeu* 
lalive cKvinity, of which Satan makes much^ 
very i|>uch use :. filling the heads of many with 
aaE^umeivts ' asid debates on points frequently 
non-essential, but often unfatJaomable ; well 
knowing while the bead is filling this way, the 
heart is cooling and emptjing in one of the 
most essential ^properties it can possess, namely, 
divine love. — O how frequently has the arch* 
fiend made the terms adoption and election a 
terror and stumbling-block to young beginners ! 
Yes, those very terms, which are as celestial 
harmony to many, he converts into 9. soul-dis- 
tressing evil to others. Alas ! it is too true he 
is ever seekiing whom and how he may devoun 
Bjit!:0Ou]id the sii)*^burdened soul^ under its 
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pressure of an a^nnising and guilty conacienciei 
be brought to hear the blessed Jesus mviting 
aif that are m such circumstances to come 
directly to him, instead of tarrying by the way 
to inquire about their election or non- election, 
tiiey would most assuredly find that peace to 
their souls, which he wlio invites them to come 
would most certainly bestow/' 

After this digression I shall resume the nar* 
rstiTe, by observing, that in the night-watdiea 
at sea, when all is quiet, and the weather fine, 
it is customaiy for those ' men on 4uty to sit 
down in little companies and sing songs, or tell 
marvdloiis tales firom the Ar&bian "Nights, &c. 
&c. by way of keeping eadi oth^r awake* On 
these oeeasions the serious {»art of the people 
genenally assembled together, atad: eklier ^esog 
hymns or psalms, or discoumed ofct'the things 
which made for then- eyeilaitii% pierce; Many 
a time has my heart been lightened of its bur* 
den, as I have Ustened to fehoserhoneet feUowSi 
while they sahg, » * ''. 

<« Weary of waiid'ring from my God, " ' • 
And now mtde vUling^ to reMirqj; ' . ' . 
I hear, and bov me to rod j 

To thee, not without hope, I mourn : 
' I have an Advocate abovoy 
A Friedd (before the throne df loTf*" . , . 

Captsdn B had undoubtedly heard the some more 
tfcan once, though ^dth verf-differeKi«fceliiigi 
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to my cfwn, yet he seemed to want xesolation 
to suppress it. At kngth, wsUdng the quarter 
deck, one fine quiet night, about eleven o'doA, 
as the crew, were singing and relating 4lidr 
stories as usual^ he affected surprise, and in- 
quirM what noi^e it was he heard Just beneath 
him. The senior lieutenant, who was then at 
his. elbow, answered. in a very significant and 
sneering tone, it w^ a party of men^ singing 
psalnis. ^^ Singing psalms ?'' rt^lied the infu* 
riate captain^ ^^ I'll have no such doings in my 
ship. Go down this instant, Mr. — ?-/* con- 
tinued he, addressing -o^e of the midshipmen^ 
'^ go down and ascertain whether they are 
singing songs or psalms." As the young man 
quickly returned, and reported it to be 'the 
latter, an official order was. inmiediately ^ven 
to disperse the ofienders, and to report for pu- 
nishment any person or persons who might in 
future be found doing the like. And now our 
old enemy, the senior lieutenant, recalled the 
captain^'s attention to the evening meeting in 
the wing. The latter affected not to know of 
any such thing hairing existe^^ add gave inmie- 
diate orders for its suppression, and fiMr'certain 
officers to visit all parts of the ship every even- 
ing, /md make r^ort of any assemblies that 
might be formed for religious conversation, 
sin§^, &c« &c. These orders were conmiu- 
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nicated to me the next morning, it was in 
Tain to contend against unlimited power. Sub-^ 
lirission now became our duty, and we endea-" 
Toured to act on this principle, though we 
certainly might have advanced much . against 
the folly and injustice of such proceedings. It 
was, howevar, some consolation to know, that 
all the other officers in the ship viewed these 
arbitrary mandates in a proper light, and seemed 
anxious to express their regret at what had 
happened, by showing me every Utile attention 
in their power, and by extending their kind re- 
gards to those young gentlemen who more par- 
ticularly fell under the oppressive hand of their 
enraged commander. It was now very common 
for two or three of the commissioned officers to 
meet in each other's cabins for serious conver- 
sation and reading the Scriptures; built was, 
at the same time, a painful thing to witness 
many of the poor unthinking crew rejoice at the 
suppression of our evening meetings, singing of 
psalms, &c. &c. But such is the enmity of the 
carnal heart against God 1 

For some time past my friends had been em- 
ployed in fruitless endeavours to obtain leave 
for my return to England, as twelve years un- 
remitting active service on the great deep had 
much worn down my constitution. The repeated 
changes of climate, sickness, wd various hajrd- 
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ships encountered in that period, had laid the 
foundation of xheumatic and other complaints, 
independently of the effects of that anxiety of 
mind under which I had, for more than three 
years past, laboured in endeavouring to main- 
tain the narrow path of duty, between the try- 
ing circumstances of my public station, and 
those of a follower of Him, whose kingdom 
and people are not of this world. These alto- 
gether had produced an effect on the constitu- 
tion, which, to say the least, it required some 
retirement and repose to counteract. Yet 
hitherto all endeavours had been unavailing, 
because my little work was not quite done. 
But, now that the Sabbaths were almost en- 
tirely pro&ned, and our evening meetings sup- 
pressed; now thi^ the people were forbidden 
to engage in religious conversation, qt to sing 
praises to God, under pain of being flogged ; 
when some were driven out of the ship, and all 
whom I in any way noticed were oppressed and 
persecuted; it seemed to myself clear, that my 
little christian labours were drawing to a dose 
in this place. Under that impression, I be- 
sought the Lord to remove me thence, to mark 
out my future path, and to give me grace to see 
and follow it. That his gracious providence 
had opened a way for the introduction of re- 
lipon, and had blessed the means in various 
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instaiices, I could have no -doubt. I felt equally 
certain that the change I then beheld could not 
have happened without his permission. It vnas 
not {o€ me impatiently to ask, '^ O God, how 
long shall the adversary do this dishonour? 
how long shall the enemy blaspheme thy name ? " 
I found it more profitable to meditate on our 
blessed Lord's declaration, and that of his ser- 
vant; *^ What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter." — " Now we see 
through a glass darkly, but then face to face,'" 
&c. In this manner I passed not more than 
two or three weeks, when, to my joy and sur- 
prise, the long-wished-for order ^rrived, and I 
was directed to take a pass^vge in one of the 
ships then about to sail for England. 

The moment of quitting the C was no 

uninteresting one to my feelings. Many came 
on deck to see me depart, and many wished me 
well. I looked round for the last time on a 
people and place familiar to me for more than 
four years. A thousand tender recollections 
were revived; for, from the day in which I 
joined this vessel, to the hour of leaving her, 
mercy and goodness had not ceased to follow 
me. My own mind had undergone a great 
change since the former period, and the same 
change had been experienced by several others. 
It was the Lord's doing, and marvellous in my 
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eyes. I could say but little to my poor dejected 
fellow Christians. Their peculiar case lay near 
my hearty and that heart foreboded nought but 
tribulation as their every day^s lot. During the 

two years that the C remained abroad after 

I left her, the Lord's day was never once ob- 
served. The serious midshipmen were ordered 
never to visit the oflGicers' cabins, unless on 
duty ; and all the officers, of every description, 
were prohibited from reading religious books to 
the people. 

Thus the Retrospect has carried me through 
some of the principal events of my life, and in 
conclusion, shown the rise and suppression of 
religion in one of his Majesty's ships of war. * 



* This ship's complement consisted of six hundred and 
forty souls. At the time of her return to England, and being 
lud hy in ordinary two years after I quitted her, she had been 
in commission eleven years. The whole Sabbaths of nearly 
dght out of the eleven had been entirely profaned, without so 
much as even the form of divine worship having been observed. 
Nor was this by any means an uncommon thing in the navy. 
So fiur as the writer's observations went, for a certainty two- 
thirds of our line of battle ships, and nine-tenths of all smaller 
ships and ves^ls, were as remiss in honouring and hallowing 

the Lord's day as the C had been. The distinction be* 

tween Sundays and other day at sea consisted, in the writer's 
time, of setting aside the more laborious and dirty work, 
mustering the crew in their best cloaths, examining and 
taking an account of their stock of wearing apparel, reading 
F 
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Natural curioeity may prompt my readers to 
aak many questi<«)8, reepecting my name, cha- 
meter, and present pursuits. Now^ as to the 
first of tbese subjects of inquiry^ it really is not 
worth knowing $ and the second can be truly 
drawn by none except by Him ^' who searchetb 
the heart and trieth the reins of the children 
of men/' and who hath warned both them and 
me, ^^ if we think we stand, to take heed lest 
we fall." As to the third, I shall gratify them 
so far as to observe, that on my return to Eng* 
land, I found my naval friends high in power 
and office, and willing and able to serve me« 



the Articles of War every fourth week, and giying liberty for 
the purchase of an extra and unnecessary portion of mm from 
the shore when in port. When the reflecting mind contem- 
plates this state of things, and connects it with the remem- 
brance of the horrid custom of admitting such swarms of 
prostitutes on board our ships as soon as they reach their 
anchorage, (the writer has known myore than three huadred 
pf these wretched beings on board his ship at one time,) how 
evident it is, that He who hath used the iBstnxmentality of 
our navy to defend and preserve the country, did not give 
victory for the sake of the great mass which fought her battles ! 
It will, however, afford some consolation to the serious reader 
to know» that the morals and manners of the British Navy 
have long been, and are yet gradually, y«a, greatly im- 
proving ; but there is still a sad want of more Admiral G.'s 
and Captain H/s to adorn and christianize her various de- 
f^srtHieQts. 
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Grod, however, had ^ven me another mind. 
For, when I looked back through all my profes- 
sional labours, motives, and acquirements, and 
tried them in the balance of the sanctuary, I 
found their amount only vanity and vexation of 
spirit. Oftfimes had my conscience loudly re- 
monstrated against many parts of my pnblic 
dbity, and there was no prospect but cS deepen* 
ing its wovnds while I continued in the service. 
la die mean time, the concerns of eternity ap* 
peared more and more solemidy important. I 
beheld myself as a creature bom for an endless 
existence, and felt that that esdslence would be 
replete with blessedness or misery, according 
as this little ^an of time was devoted to God or 
to the wodd. Viewed through this glass, every 
thing wore a new aspect, and appeared in a' 
different light to what it formerly had done. 
When, with eternity on my mind, I looked 
round and contemplated mankind at laxge, and 
those, in partaailAr,/wfaom I had left in what is 
called the high road to honour and happiness, 
I could not but pity- them. I felt tibe whole 
force of Cowper's lines^ and often repeated 
tbena to mjrsdf, saying, 

'* I see that all are wand'ren gone astraf , 
Each in his own delusions ; they are lost 
In chase of fancied happinees, still woo'd 
Aad^uawt woo. Dream alter dream ensues,* 
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And stffl tlie^ dveam that they Bhall sHU sneeecd. 
And stiU are diiiqppoiiited. Rings the world 
With the vain stir. I sum up half mankind. 
And add two tlurds of the remainiog half. 
And find the total of their hopes and i 
Dreams^ emp^ dreams l" 



What I could I had done to impress their minds 
with a sense of the reasonableness of seeking, 
first the kingdom of God and his righteous* 
ness. I had seen the blessing of the Almighty 
accompany these endeavours for a season. I 
had witnessed his unerring providence allow 
them to be suspended where he had once 
opened the door. The same Providence had 
at length removed me from this distressing 
situation^ and in a manner unfitted me for re- 
suming it again. Indeed, I earnestly longed 
to devote my whole life and exertions exclu- 
sively to his service in the established church ; 
to retreat into some humble, quiet nook, and 
there, fer from the strife and tumult of worldly 
and ambitious scenes, to labour among a poor 
and plain people for the honour of God and the 
good of souls. To this end I directed my 
readings and studies. Many and great obstacles 
presented themselves ; but in the Lord's time 
they all vanished, and my desires were wonder- 
fully accomplished. My humble name found 
a place on the honourable and awful list of 
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labourers in the vineyard of Christ, The peo- 
ple among whom I was appointed to minister 
were of that description who formerly heard the 
word gladly. (Mark, xii. 370 And my situation 
is as much as possible out of the reach of ob- 
servation. 

^ Siace, then, with few associatet, in remote 
And hnmble life, I lire, far, far from thoae 
My former partners of the peopled scene, 
\^th few aaiociates, and not wishmg more. 
Here much I ruminate, ai much I may. 
With other views of men and manners now. 
Than once, and others of a life to come." 

Nor have I any cause to apprehend I have 
stepped out of that path which a gracious God 
had marked out fov me. 
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No. VIII. 

'* TUB LORD WILT. TAKB VENGEANCE ON MIS. ADVERSARIES, 
AND HE RESEKVETil WRATH FOR illS E.NEMIBS." 

Nahum, i. 2. 

This portion of Holy Writ I conceive as de- 
daradve of that vengeance whidh the eternal 
Jehovah takes in the present life, as well as of 
that tribulation and wrath idiich is to be in-* 
flicted in a fiitare state. I am well aware how 
many awful instances of vice and w^ednesa 
pass here, without any singular or visible mark 
of divine anger. Many a dreadful sinner is per- 
mitted to live out his day without experiencing 
any particular trial ; without once smarting xa^ 
der the rod of insulted mercy and justice. 
While they live this is their language : " Our 
life is short, and in the death of a man there is 
no remedy. Come on, therefore ; let us enjoy 
the good things that are present: and let us 
speedily use the creatures as in our youth. Let 
us fill ourselves with costly wine and ointments ; 
let no flowers of the spring pass by us. Let us 
crown ourselves with rose-buds before they be 
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withered. Let none of us go without his part 
of our voluptuousness; let us leave tokens of 
our joyfulness in every place ; let us eat aqd 
drink^ for to-morrow we die." That morrow 
arrives, and ^^ they depart with their breasts full 
of milky and their bones full of marrow ; they 
are not troubled as other and better mto, 
neither have they any bands in their deathJ' 
Stupid, self-confident, and insensible, they quft 
this sti^ of mortal existence, and open their 
eyes in hell, and begin to drink of that bitter 
cup which the Lord had reserved for them until 
that day. 

Such is the state and the end of many sia*- 
iiers } but it is not the state of all. Some th^re 
tore, who having lived without God and mthcNit 
Christ in the world, depart hence, witii aU 
the sure and irresistible forebodings of etemd 
wrath $ they are not permitted any longer to 
deceive themselves ; they are made to think of 
eternal concerns, and to know ^^ their summer 
is past, their harvest is ended, and that they 
are not saved.'' Not a few of these, it may 
be, were long esteemed, and even denominated, 
happy creatures by their companions in foUy 
and mn« But in the day of visitation, these 
companions fly from them, as imable to hear 
and witness the solemn and salutary lesscms of 
such dying beds. Thus th& individual, bereft of 
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hope^ and forsaken of man, rolls his eyes in 
despair, groans as he makes his exit, and 
quickly enters on a second, an eternal state of 
indescribable misery. 

Others there are, who, in after-life, fight 
against and overcome every serious impression 
which the instruction of parents, and the ex- 
ample of pious friends, had once produced. 
In league with Satan and the world, they con* 
tend against all the calls of divine mercy and 
judgment — they silence all the remonstrancee 
of conscience, and refuse, resolutely refuse, 
to have Christ to reign over them, until at 
length the sentence goes forth, ^ Ephraim is 
joined to his idols; let him alone." Of this 
description I fear the number is greater than 
many Christians are aware of. He that so- 
journs much among men, not unfrequentiy 
meets companions by the way, who bear every 
mark of being thus given up to follow the de- 
vices and desires of their own hearts— men, 
whose consciences seem callous, as the flesh 
seared with a hot iron : who appear to have 
entirely quenched the Spirit ; whose whole con- 
duct bespeaks a reprobate mind, and whose 
awful end stamps the concludmg feature of such 
a melancholy state. True it is, we ought to be 
extremely cautious in applying this doctrine to 
individuals; but it is equally true, that we 
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ought not to confound the sinner with the saint. 
Charity hopeth all things^ only so far as reason, 
facts, and Scripture authorize hen It is not 
charity to silence, or contradict, the testimony 
of these guides. For a Christian to indulge a 
hope of the eternal happiness of those who per- 
sisted in known and allowed sin while they 
liyed, and who died in reviling God, or in utter- 
ing oaths and execrations, is not charity. It is, 
to say the least, weakness and error ; it is more $ 
it is a tacit disregard or denial of such Scrip- 
tures as declare that the unconverted and un^ 
sanctified sinner, dying an hundred years old, is 
accursed. 

For our daily support, we know that it shaQ 
be well with those who die in the Lord. Their 
end, we are assured, will be full of peace ; 
and, for our warning, we also know, that the 
** impenitent wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the people that forget God.'^ Our judg- 
ment cannot, and ought not, to follow indivi- 
duals into an eternal world, with any thing like 
a positive sentence of condemnation, for two 
reasons: first, because judgment belongeth 
unto God, and he will repays and, secondly, 
because we are ignorant of many particulars 
which are known unto, and mercifully regarded 
by, the Almighty. Yet we ought not, I again 
repeat it, to confound the sinner's fitte with that 
f3 
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of die tahit« If we are afndd to ppononnce any 
one a son of perdition, let U8 be also afridd to 
assign salvation to those who, having lived and 
died in the service of Satan, and in doing the 
works of the flesh, are pronounced by God him- 
self inadmissible into his heavenly kingdom^ 

On witnessing such a close of such a life, our 
minds ought to be filled with solemn awe, with 
silent resignation to the will and determination 
of the Judge of all the earth, folly convinced 
that he will do right. On such occasions we 
should do well to prostrate ourselves before bis 
mercy-seat, kdA daily to implore fif^sh supplies 
of grace to enable us to endure unto the end. 
Let us remember, that so long as we inhabit a 
body of sin and corruption, we have abundant 
cause to pass the time of our sojourning here 
with fear. For we have to " wrestle not only 
against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places/' Let us, therefore, 
watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation ; 
let us not only dread the profanity of the bias* 
phemer, and the empty Unavailing confidence 
of the self-righteous Pharisee ; but let us shrink 
back from every approach to Antinomianism ; 
let us tremble at the idea of viewing sin, either 
in ourselves or others, with the smallest com- 
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placency, of resting in the head-knowledge and 
letter of the doctrines of election and final per^ 
severance^ wlale we remain destitute of the 
spirit and practice of those ** who are sanctified 
Zjf /dtVA which is in Christ/' 

What that spirit and that practice is, will 
sufficiently appear from consulting the few fol- 
lowing texts, among many others of a similar 
tendency ; Phil. ii. 6 ; John, iv. 34 ; Romans, 
viii. 6, 6, 9, 10; Gal. v. 22—26; Col. ui. 12—17; 
1 Cor. X. 31 ; Titus, ii. 11—14, ftc. ; Col. i. 10; 
Phil.iy. 8; Rom. yi. and vii. throughout ; IPet. 
i. 15; 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

Having thus hr explained myself, I shall 
proceed to relate a few anecdotes of persons, 
whose life and death were such, as to leave 
survivors but little room for hope, and very 
much for fear, as to their final, their eternal 
state. 

G. H. was one of the crew of the P , 

whose wreck and destruction have been noticed 
in the three first papers at the Retrospect. He 
was a most notorious thief, drunkard, and pro- 
fane blasphemer, such as to engage my notice, 
reprobate as I was, and the notice of all the 
officers and crew. He seldom escaped more 
than six or eight weeks without being flogged, 
on some of which occasions he frankly told the 
officers they had better procure his execution, 
f4 
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38 he should never refonn. Dreadfully severe 
as some of his punishments had been, yet they 
availed nothing. Time and experience only 
confirmed the truth of his assertions — he never 
did reform. Whether he could read or not, or 
whether he believed in the existence of a future 
state or not, I cannot tell. At this moment I 
have not the smallest recollection of any one on 
board ever betraying the least concern about 
eternity, much less do I recollect any thing in 
G. H.'s conduct that bespoke him aware that 
'^ it was appointed unto idl men once to die^ 
and after that the judgment.'' 

His was a life not only of sin, but of hateful 
sin I hateful even in the estimation of other sin- 
ners. It was one unvarying round of punish- 
ment, oaths, and falsehood, of theft, drun- 
kenness, and punishment, until the time the ship 
was stranded. When that event happened, a 
part of two days and one night were expended 
in great and laborious exertions, by every officer 
and man on board, as we supposed. But it 
afterwards appeared, that, while the rest of the 
crew were labouring to save the wreck, G. H. 
had found means to enter one of the officer's 
store-rooms, and also succeeded in enticing a 
clownish landsman (who had lately volunteered 
into the service) to bear him company. There 
they concealed, and drank themselves senseless. 
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and slept until the exertions of their comrades 
were relinquished as fruitless, and the vessel was 
abandoned to its fat^. Sleep and cold at length 
restored their senses, and roused them fit)m their 
skulking place to discover their situation, as 
the sole and imcomfortable possessors of His 

Majesty's ship P , now lying on its side^ 

bilged, and surrounded with ice. 

Having succeeded in kindling a fire, and 
being somewhat warmed and refreshed, 6. H. 
proceeded to ex;imine such of the cabins, draw- 
ers, and officers' trunks as were accessible. 
Plundering was always his delight: but now 
the abundance of stu£F distressed his mind, since 
he could carry off so little in comparison with 
the much that must be left behind. To travel, 
with a trunk or load, over the rugged mass of 
ice that surrounded the wreck, was impracti-*" 
cable ; but he determined to carry off as much 
as possible. To this end he put on several 
diirts and various other articles of wearing 
appfurel, completing his equipment with one of 
the captain's uniform coats, mounted with 
qiaulets. A pair of large plated candlesticks 
next fell in bis way, which he mistaking for 
silver, determined to save, if he saved himself. 
Being now tolerably well laden, and having 
again drunk from the wine cases, he and his 
companion quitted the wreck, without knowing 
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iHbitlier they were going, and, indeed, without 
understanding the nature and time of the tide* 
The consequence was, that soon after they left 
the /vessel, they £9und the ice in motion, and 
themselves scarcely able to proceed in any di- 
rection. H/s difficulties were of course much 
increased by the load of clothes on his back, as 
well as the lumber in his hands ; but he seemed 
utterly insensible to every thing, except saving 
his pillage, and giving vent to his reprobate, and 
' now more than usually enraged mind. Oaths, 
dreadful oaths and curses, continued to be poured 
fmrth from his lips, until one of the massy pieces 
of ice, on which he stood, clave under hirn^''^ (not 
unlike the earth, when it opened and swallowed 
up Korah and his associates. Numb. xvi. 31, 
&e.), and he descended, with his plunder in his 
hands, and his oaths on his tongue— «nd the ice 
closed upon him, and he was seen no more ! 

The poor landsman, who at a small distance 
witnessed and escaped his fate, was exceedingly 
shocked at what bad happened; nor was he 
much less terrified under the apprehensions of 
his own danger. He saw no prospect of es* 
caping by land ; and, indeed, there was not, at 
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* Not from the natural effect of his weight on it, but from 
the concussion of the surrounding mass or field of ice then in 
motion. 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



rnn tiBraosPKcrr. Ill 

that time, any reliige from impending destruc^ 
tion, but what the wreck itself offered. Thither 
a gracious Providence directed his attention, 
and, contrary to all hnman expectation, en* 
abled him to regain it before the night closed 
upon him. Here he continued for four or fire 
days, until he was rescued from his solitary and 
dreary abode by some of the crew who remained 
at the island: To them, with much honest 6im-> 
plicity, he related the foregoing particulars ot 
himself and the unhappy 6. H. 

Mr. Z. was a brother-midshipman and mess- 
mate in the E ^ during the eventful period of 

three years which I passed in that ship. * He 
had enjoyed the privilege of a religie^ educa- 
tion, and the edifying example of pioridf parents : 
lie knew his Master's will, but he did it noU 
His father, who was employed in a very respect- 
able mercantile line, was desirous of brining 
up this, his only son, to the knowledge and 
future emolument of his business • but Mr. Z. 
soon broke through all restraint, and proceeded 
to such lengths, as to make it necessary he 
shoidd leave town. Interest was then made 

with Captain W , and he was received on 

board as midshipman, not long before we sailed 

• See Retrospect^ No. V. 
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for the Mediterranean. It is but justice to say, 
that, so far as public naval duty was concerned, 
he did better than some I have known ; but as 
to his moral conduct, it was awfully depraved. 
Religion was the constant butt, against which 
he levelled his wit and ridicule. He mimicked 
the frailties of some good men, and burlesqued 
the devotions of others. Sevend times the 
Lord permitted him to be so filled with his own 
ways, and so to feel the effects of his vicious 
course of life, as to be brought to the very 
brink of eternity. The calls of Providence to 
him were maiiy and pointed; but he resisted 
them all with steady persevering success. Not 
one expression of repentance— not one sign of 
contrition, :do I recollect as having escaped him 
on any occasion. For the last two years we 
were together, my Burder's Village Sermons, 
and a borrowed Bible, were often on our mess- 
table. But poor Z. not only refrained from 
reading them himself, but he greatly opposed 
others, whom he saw occasionally disposed to 
look into them. Indeed, such was his profane 
abuse of sacred things, as to shock the minds 
of some, who were neither conscientious, nor 
even moral characters. 
Thus he went on from bad to worse, until our 

return to England, when I joined the D . 

Mr. Z. was ordered by the pfort-admiral to 
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repsir on board the Y : a circumstance 

as unexpected as it was contrary to his wishes. 
Our ships put to sea at the same time — stormy 
weather followed — ^the squadron was separated 

— ^the Y was Io8t*-and Mr, Z. and all on 

board perished together ! 

A. B. was a seaman belonging to my last 

ship, the C • He was what the thoughtless 

part of the crew called a jovial good fellow 3 
f* e. he was ever ready to take the lead in 
drunkenness, swearing, filthy conversation, lewd 
songs, and lewder practice. Religion, and re- 
ligious characters, were of course objects of 
his contempt. With astonishment he had seen 
some of his old companions in vice become new 
creatures ; and there were seasons, wherein he 
would listen, at a distance, to what was passing 
among the serious men in the wing — seasons, 
wherein his conscience smote and condemned 
him for the life he led. But he loved sid, and 
was determined to silence that conscience. He 
therefore not only did evil himself, but seemed 
to take pleasure in others who did the same. 
In tliis spirit, about two days before his death, 
he went to one of his most profligate and 
favourite companions, and prefacing what he 
had to advance with a volley of oaths, said, 
" H. you know Mr. * * * tells us there is 
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a broad ixmd and a narrow one, and you, you 

cdd J and I are in the broad one."^ This 

waa uttered with all that bravado and apparent 
glorjring in iniquity which is peculiar to foola, 
who make a mock at sin* 

The second or third night after this his awful 
declaration, I was ordered on service, with 
some other offic^w of the fleet, to reconnoitre 
the enemy's coast, &c. ; on which occasion A..Bk 
formed one of the cre\v of my boat. A full 
moon and dear dcy enabled the troops on shore 
to observe our iq>proacii, and to secrete them-^ 
selves behind the rocks, until we were within 
pistoUshot of their cvmcealment, when they 
opened a shower of musquetry on us, from a 
quarter we least expected, and from which we 
could neither defend ourselves, nor fly for a 
connderable time . At length, when our bustk 
had a little subsided, and we had retired some* 
what further ofi^, I inquired whether any had 
received injury, and to my surprise and joy 
I heard nineteen out of the twenty answer in 
the negative. But poor A* B., whose station 
was the farthest from me, made no reply. I 
9aw he had let go his oar, and was leanii^ 
against the boat's side ; I went to him, and ex«> 
pressed my hope that he was not much hurt | 
but he returned no answer. His eyes were 
closed i and, on examination, I found his heart 
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had eaased to perform its wonted office. For a 
ball fattd passed directly through the bniin, and, 
•as it were, in an instant had dismissed the 
Bptritf to give an account of all the things done 
in fhe body 1 

What made the exit of this poor immortal 
the mote distressing, was to learn tlat, previous 
to his quitting the ship, he had been boasting of 
the jovial, or rather drunhen, manner in which 
he hoped to pass the morrow evening, having 
clandestinely bargained with some others for 
their grog, with which he intended to keep a 
feast, either on account of a birth-day or some 
other particular occasion. But, alas, for him 1 
that morrow's sun arose, not to witness the 
accomplishment of his plans, but to behold his 
body committed to the deep, to be turned into 
corruption. My eyes followed it as it sunk, 
until the proud waves had gone over, and 
hidden it from our sight. My heart was pained 
within me ; for I had leamt, not only the cir- 
cumstances already related, but the more dis* 
tressing one, that he was actually giving vent to 
oaths and curses when the ball struck him, and 
closed his lips in silence for ever in this world ! 
Whether I contemplated the dead or the living, 
it was a solemn theme : when I turned my eyes 
from following the former into the bowels of the 
deep, and cast them on the latter, I beheld his 
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nineteen surviving comradeB standing around 
me in thoughtful silence. They, with myself, 
Were so many living instances of a great, a 
watchful, and a gracious Providence ; and had 
the circumstances of time and place pemutted, 
I should gladly have improved it, and said, ^ O 
that ye were wise — that ye miderstood these 
things — that ye would consider your latter end !" 
^' O that ye would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness !" and so reflect on that goodness as to be 
led to repentance 1 
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No. IX. 



CAST THY BREAD UPON THK WATERS ; FOR THOU SHALT 
FIND IT AFTER MANY DAYS." 



Bljssskd be God for such a command, and 
blessed be his holy name for such a promise ; 
and blessed be the man who seeks and obtains 
grace to *' work while it is called to-day : who 
continues stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the works of the Lord :'* occupying, with 
his ten or his two intrusted talents, until his 
Lord shall come ! Yes ! I pray that such may, 
and I know they will, be blessed. Not that the 
imperfect services, the deficient obedience of 
the creature, can look for a reward of merit at 
the hands of the eternal Jehovah, whose every 
command all the sons and daughters of Adam 
have more or less broken : but that it is a pre- 
sent blessing, as well as the earnest of a future 
one, to be disposed and permitted to unite our 
instrumentality in the work of him, who, with 
infinite ease, could accomplish every purpose of 
his divine wUl without our agency. 

The fact is, what we call our dutyy should be 
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called and esteemed our privikge. Most men 
would consider it a great honour, an enviable 
distinction, to be made the frequent and familiar 
companion of their monarch's leisure hours— to 
assist him in arran^ng the papers of his port- 
folio, or in adjusting the trifling disorders of his 
library. These little offices would be esteemed, 
not as a task, a labour, or a burden, but as a 
pleasure, a privilege, and a mark of kind con- 
descension ; especially/if the parties knew U^eb 
monarch could himself do the thing much better, 
but that he chose this method of diowing hi» 
attention and love to them. Well^ then, my 
Christian readers, let us endeavour to esteem it 
our privilege to do the will of Him who sent ua 
hither. And when be invites and directs us to 
cast our bread upon die waters, to sow our seed 
in the morning, and in the evening not. to with^ 
hold our hand, let us learn to go about the work, 
not as a tadc, a labour, or a burden, but as a 
pleasure, a privileged employment in the service 
of One, who, though King of kings, a^d Lord 
of lords^ hath nevertheless shown us this mark 
of distinction ; ^' that we should be workers 
together with God/' 

But here, perhaps, two classes of pe<^e will 
step fcxrward and throw in their complaints ; the 
Jirst lamenting that thedr situation in life is and. 
\m been such as to exclude them from doing 
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any thing for the glory of God and the spiritual 
good of others : the second, that they have '' all 
day long stretched forth their hands to a stiff- 
necked and gainsaying people :" that they have 
long continued casting their bread upon the 
waters, but that the stream of sin and rebellion 
has uniformly swept all their labours into the 
ocean of foi^etfulness, and none have believed 
or remembered their report. 

To the former class of my complaining bre- 
thren I would beg leave to observe^ that nothing 
is more common than for Satan and our own 
hearts to lead us into wild speculations, and fan* 
ciful pbuis and persuasions, how we would act 
were we in this man's situation, or in the odier^s 
— ^what we could and would do, were we pos- 
sessed of this man's wealth, or of that man's 
talents and influence. Many a time, my dear 
reader, have I caught myself thus building up 
goodly castles in the air, wasting, and worse 
Uian wasting, my time in idle Don-Quixote-like 
reveries, to the overlooking and forgetting that 
I bad my work to do, and my station to act' In ; 
and that, hereafter, I should have to ^ve up 
my account, and be reckoned with, not accord- 
ing to what I had not, but accorc^g to the 
talents I possessed. 

Be assured, my reader, there is not a situar 
tion under heaven wherein the real Christian ia 
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utterly debarred of all opportunities of acting 
for the honour of God and the good of souls. 
The poor man on his crutches^ and the destitiite 
widow on her sick couch^ may honour^ and often 
have honoured, God and edified others. When 
bereft of every thing this world calls great and 
good, they have possessed a contented nund as 
their continual feast. If their neighbours have 
witnessed the rod of affliction enter their dwell- 
ing, they have also witnessed their cheerful re- 
signation to the will of Him who breaks and 
makes whole. Many a precious and scriptui^ 
word of exhortation hath proceeded from the 
lips of poor and rustic Christian sufferers, to the 
edification not only of the poor and simple, but 
of the more prosperous and learned also. As 
an individual I hesitate not to confess, in the 
face of the world, that, on many occasions, when 
I have visited the poor and afflicted of Christ's 
flock, in the character of a teacher, I have 
myself been taught, both by their words and 
example. 

As to the poor man who is in health, if he 
have any portion of the love of God shed abroad 
in his heart, by the Holy Ghost, sure I am, he 
need not, he will not look far for opportunities 
of glorifying God, and benefiting others. His 
own family or fellow-servants, or near neigh- 
bours, will present a field for all Ins talents and 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



THE RBTROSPBCT. 



121 



exertions ; a field wherein he may labour ac- 
cording to his abilities, and be approved of Him 
who hath already said to mimy, *' Well done, 
thou good servant; because thou hast been 
fiiithful in a very little, have thou autiiority/' &c. 

It certainly is not necessary that a man 
should possess great power or extensive talents, 
to be '* useful in his day and generation." Of 

this truth Jerry T. one of the crew of the C ^ 

was a striking instance. His situation in the 
ship was that of officers' barber and hair-dresser. 
Being a cleanly smart young man in his person, 
and rather clever at his business, as well as 
handy in doing little jobs in the officers' apart- 
ments, he was a sort of privileged man, and had 
access to most of their cabins and private li- 
quor-^cases whenever he pleased. Like barbers 
in general, Jerry had often some news to re- 
late, or some subject to talk about, while per- 
forming the duties of his office ; but on the 
topic of religion he was silent. Not but that he 
could read veiy well ; but, havmg been bom in 
Ireland, and brought up a Roman-catholic, he 
literally knew nothing beyond what had been 
imparted through the medium and mummery of 
paintings, images, processions, legends, and de- 
luded friars. 

It however pleased God, in the early stage 
of our exertions, to bring him to a clear imder- 

G 
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Btanding of Gospel trutha. His was an honest 
mind^ and open to conviction. He attended to 
the readings in the wing, and retired and ex- 
amined his Bible for himself* The Dagon of 
Roman-catholic ignorance and idolatry fell be- 
fore him. But this was not all. He not only 
understood the doctrines of the Gospel^ but be 
fdt their renovating effect; and so &r as a 
steady consistent walk and conversation could 
prove the &ct, he was in Christ Jesus, and be- 
come a new creature. And now began his trials 
from the ship's company in general, and the 
officers in particular. For several weeks every 
one of the latter would racist Jerry, as they 
termed it, on the subject of his Methodism, and 
praying and singing of psalms in the wing; but 
these roastings did not continue beyond half a 
year, for within that period he had, by a con- 
tinuance in well-doing, put them all to sikoce. 

There was so much propriety in his general 
conduct, so much firmness and patience under 
ridicule and temptation ; such a wise, steady, 
and yet unassuming, manner of defending the 
cause of religion, when compelled to answer, 
that he advanced in the esteem of his superiors 
beyond any thing I could have conceived. In 
short, he lived to hear some of these officers 
converse with him on religion in a strain wi^ly 
different from ridicule and reproach. As-to his 
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conduct among his comrades below^ it was 
such as to comfort me whenever I heard or 
thcnight of it. We had many Roman<-catholics 
on board, most of whom were extremely ig-^ 
norant and ptofetne, as well as deplorably bi- 
gotted and superstitious. Among these he la- 
boored^ reading from the word of God, and con* 
versing with sueh zeal and understanding, that 
he was hated by the grossly profane, dreaded 
by those whose coiHiciences were not entirely 
callous, and beloved by such as were seeking 
die Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth. Nor 
hare I a doubt but the last day will prove, that 
no small fid^e of what was effected on board 
the C was brought about through the di- 
vine blessing on the instrumentality of Jerry 
X — — , who, as far as I can learn, has con- 
tinued imifonnly to adorn the doctrine of God 
his Saviour, even to the present time. He, 
there£Dre, has added one more to the numerous 
instances that might be brought forward, in 
proof of a fact which claims our most serious 
and grateM attention — that great power and 
ecttensive talents are not always necessary to a 
man's being useful as a Christian in his day and 
generation. 

As to the second description of complain^ts, 
who lament their having long cast their bread 
upon the waters, without the smallest prospect 

62 
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of its being found to any good pttrpose^ let me 
remind them, that it is not always best for t» 
to see too much success attend even our most 
Christian-like labours. It is sufficient for us to 
know that these labours will not be in vain in 
the Lord ; that '^ the word is not to return void^ 
but is certainly to accomplish the thing whare- 
unto it is sent;'' in other words, that '^the 
bread cast upon the waters is to be found aftet 
many days." We ate ixnswerdble far casting 
this bread, but not for its being found. The 
former is our work; the latter is the Lord's. 
But it must not be forgotten, that in erexy 
place where exertions have been m^e for the 
glory of God and the good of souls, many who 
were expected to become the first fruits of an 
early spiritual harvest, have not been gathered 
in, until a late homr, and many not at all; 
while, on the other hand, some, of whom little, 
or perhaps no hope, was cherished, have turned 
out the most flourishing plants in the Lord's 
yineyard. Of this I have seen repeated in- 
stances, from the day I first began my humUe 
work of reading to a few poor seamen in IJse 

wing of the C , even to this day. But as 

the last instance of this nature which occurred 
on board that ship was somewhat out of the 
common way, I shall adduce it in proof that we 
ought not to be discouraged when we cast our 
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bread upon the waters, however rough and 
gloomy those wat^s may appear to human 
eyes. 

Robert A. was a young man of rather supe- 
rior understanctiiig to seamen in general, and, 
being excessively fond of reading, he had pe« 
nised and imbibed much evil from many novels 
and other vile books ; so that with his natural 
and acquired talents, he was enabled to proceed 
some degrees in profligacy beyond many others. 
He was, what he styled himself, in a letter 
which I now possess, ^^the veriest slave to all 
manner of vice of any one in the ship/' Not all 
tiie discipline of the service, nor the presence of 
las superiors, was sufficient to hndle his impure 
and blasphemous tongue. ' 

The second article in the Naval Articles of 
War, provides, '^that if any officer, mariner, 
or soldier shall be guilty of profane oaths, 
cursings, execrations, drunkenness, unclean-* 
ness, or oth^ scandalous actions, in derogation 
of God's honour, and corruption of good man- 
ners, Ifp shall be punished as a court-martial 
thinks he deserves." This is a good and salu- 
tary law, but most wretchedly executed. I 
had been more than ten years at sea without 
witnessing any thing like a regular punishment 
for a»t)ifl, cursings, and execrations. At length, 
however, poor Robert A. furnished an instance. 
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Having gone beyond all bcHinds of order and 
decency^ he was one day tied up^ and actually 
flogged for a breach of the former part of the 
above-cited Second Article of War. This made 
him more circumspect in presence of the offi-, 
cers; but it could not reach his heart. He 
therefore continued m bis general ccmduct much, 
the same^ until God himself effectually wrought 
on his soul^ whidi was done in the following, 
way. 

Being one forenoon stationed in the maintop^^ 
and having no active duty to employ, his time 
and drown reflection^ he opened the chest,* and>y. 
to his joy, observed ii bo<^* In hope of find*, 
ing some idle story to beguile his mind, he 
opened it, and began .to r<^aid* It was Dod- 
dridge^s Rise and Progress of Religion i^ the 
Soul; a subject, above all others, most unwel- 
come to one in his state ; yet he read op, to use 
his own word, ^^ torturing himself by every line 
he read.'' Again and again he wished the book 



»^<»»^«»v»»»%*i%»^w'»»^^»»i»%w^ 



* In each of what the landsmen call round top», k a chest 
for holding musl^tg, teaman's working- tools, &€. &c. Tbe 
maintop of a seventy-four gun ship is capable of seaUiig 
twenty men : and at sea there is always a greater or less 
number of people aloft, in readiness to execute such duty as 
may he required. It was, therefore, one of my objects tti' 
keep a certain number Of our fibraty bo<A0 iB^Dteftdp^jik^stft' 
for their perusdi. 
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had been a thousand miles ofF, or that he had 
never seen it ; yet he toid me that '^ he cotdd 
not put it away. The reading of it," he edidy 
'^ pricked him to the heart, but still he read oh/ 
drawing all the comfort he was able from the 
thought, that by and by twelve o'clock ^rouldi 
arrive, and then he should be relieved botsL 
this post, and obliged to put this book away.^' 
Twelve o'clock at length came, and, being re-^. 
lieved, he flew below ; but he could not fly firdnt 
his convictions. Ten minutes were found abun^- 
dantly sufficient to take his dinner, and having; 
left his messmates to drink both his and tbeiri 
own grog, as they pleased, he again, sol do#n 
to tiie tormenting, but irresistible, book.' Froxd^ 
that day he became a most pati^fit, meek, and/ 
humble Christian, He separaled from. his obi 
iniquitous companions, and pfe^sed his leisuiS) 
hours in hearing, reading, and singing with the! 
toingers, whom he had heretofore so coi^^rilyi 
hated and despised. Nor was all the opposition: 
of his former comrades able, in the smallest de-t'. 
gree, to shake him. 

When I first heard the repoit, I could not 
give it credit, until I had sent for Robert A. to 
my own cabin, and satisfied myself. Indeed, so 
unexpected and great was the change, that it 
not only excited general notice, but it actually 
produced a kind of uproar throughout the sea- 
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men's berths^ many of wbom^ like myself^ would 
not credit what they heard^ untQ they had satis- 
fied themselves. To this end some beset him 
with arguments^ and some with oaths and ridi* 
cute } others brought him grog^ as a supposed 
irresistible temptation : and when he steadily 
refused to drink^ they threw it in his face. All 
this (though of a natural high spirit) he bore 
patiently, niever .to my knowledge uttering one 
unbecoming expression, or doing one unchristian 
act,' ham the day in which he found and read 
the* book in the maiiitop, to the time of my 
leavilig thefihip.. 

Let us. Hben, my discouraged reader, take 
shame unto ourselves for fainting and growing 
weary in wdl*doing. Let the instance of this 
poor rejprobate^' Robert A. encourage us to cast- 
oar bread upon the waters ; fully confident that- 
it will be found in the Lord's good time; ,that 
it will be found when it shall most redound 
to f he praise of the riches of his grace in Christ 
Jesus. 
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No. X. 



•« FOR MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS, NEITHER 
ARE YOUR WAYS MY WAYS, 8AITH THE LORD : FOR 
AS THE HEAVENS ARE HIGHER THAN THE EARTH, 80 
ARE MY WAYS HIGHER THAN YOUR WAYS, AND MY 
THOUGHTS THAN YOUR THOUGHTS/* 

isaiah, Ir. 8, 9. 



Thkse are few portions of Holy Writ to which 
my mind turns with more frequency, or with 
more delight, than to the above, and ttiat in 
1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. 12. " For we know in party 
and we prophesy in parL But when that which 
is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shail he done away. For now we see through a 
glass darkly y but thenfoA^e to face : now I know 
in part, but then I shall know even as also I 
am known.'* Indeed, there axe seasons when I 
feel an inexpressible interest in anticipating the 
fulfilment of the excluding promise, of ^' know- 
ing even as I am also known i" because my pre- 
sent imperfect vision and limited knowledge but 
too often gave rise to doubts and fears. Where- 
ever the mind directs its attention, whether to 
o3 
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the past^ the present, or the future, how many 
difficulties present themselves, not to be solved 
by man ! A dark doud rests on much of the 
divine proceedings in many events which have 
been, and on many that now are, and probably 
on many that may continue to take place on 
earth. We know that the eternal Jehovah 
works for the glory of his own great Name> as 
the ultimate end of all bis mighty and gracious 
operations. (Ezekiel, xx« 9, 14. 22. 44, &c.) 
Yet the wicked often flourish like a green bay 
tree, and the righteous are cut off. Sin stalks 
forth with mighty strides, and fills almost the 
whole earth with its evils. Here and there we 
discover a plant of grace ; but it is not unfre* 
quent that these are removed by a premature 
and unexpected stride, just an the blossom is 
opening, and we are pleasing ourselves with the 
thought of the harvest of firuits which they will 
bear to the glory of God and to the good of man-, 
kind. Now, when we recollect that all hearts 
are in the Lord's hands^ and all events under Im 
control ; we cannot help exclaiming, with JBlihu 
and Isaiah, '' Touching the Almighty we can- 
not find him out ; for his thoughts are not our 
thoughts, neither are his ways as our ways," &c. 
He works, indeed, on the left hand, but we 
cannot fathom his intentions; he htdeth himself 
on the right hand, that we cannot see into the 
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puipoBes of hiB infinite Miadom abd justice, in 
many things iphich he permits or ordains to 
came to pass. 

How delightful^ tiien^ to turn to tlie Bible, 
and hear tins great, this trise^ Htm glorious 
Being say to us his creatures^ ^ What I do thou 
knowest not now^ but thou shalt know hoe* 
after !'' How delightful to thinks that, after a 
few nuMre suns have risen and set, our days of 
sin and imperfection will be ended ; the glass, 
through which we now see so darkly, removed, 
and we shall know, even as also we are known ! 

These thoughts greatly relieved my mind, as 
I was the other dajrlooking over some letters 
of a dear departed friend, whose gifts and 
graces, whose connections and rank in society, 
and advancement in the divine life, had engaged 
the attention, and raised the expectations, of 
all Christians who knew him ; but whose pre* 
mature death has furnished another instance of 
the short-sightedness of man, and of the mys<« 
terious darkness that often envelopes the ways 
of Him who, ^^ being excellent in power and in 
judgment, and in plcoity of justice, does no^ 
thing in vain»*' 

As the Retrospect has led 'me to produce a 
few anecdotes of others, it may not be out of 
place to bring lOrward.so much of the life and 
g4 
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oharacter of this aipiable penon^ as may serve 
to iHustrate the foregoing observations. It will 
be a pleasing" task to pay this small tribute to 
his memory; and' it may not be altogether im- 
interesting to soime of my readers, altiiongh, in 
giving 'it, I must continue to speak of and eic* 
hibit myfielf more than is desirable. But the 
candid reader wHl see there is no alternative 
between doing so or maintaining a criminal 
sOence, where the goodness and grace of God 
call for a certain degree of publicity. I there- 
fore prefer incurring censure for the former, 
(if censure be due,) rather than condemnation 
for the latter. 

As it is not necessary that my readers should 
be acquainted ^^h the real name or family con- 
nections of my departed friend, I shall speak of 
him under that of Macarius, and commence my 
account by observing, that it was not more than 
a year before I quitted the C that I be- 
came acquainted with him, and his particular 
and truly honourable fnend, whom I shall cbSI 
Eugenius. At that time we all held lieutenant's 
comimissions ; but Macarius and Eugenius were 
on board the commander-in-chiefs ship, waiting 
for and daily expecting, promotion to the com- 
mand of a vessel. From the first hour I be- 
came known to thes^ yoimg men, I had reason 
to admire their conduct, standing, as they did. 
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in a very trying situation, and maintaining, as 
they long had done, a very praiseworthy and 
interesting part. 

The number of officers and extent of society 
on board a first-rate ship of war, carrying the 
flag of a commander-in-chief, is far greater 
than many of my readers are aware of. Thb 
was particularly the case with the one in ques^ 
tion. But, out of all the officers who composed 
the staff, and filled the naval, military, medical 
and civil departments, there were none, except 
Maearius and his friend, who treated religion 
with respect, unless the total silence and perfect 
neutrality of a few could be esteemed such. 
It was frequently the subject of conversation, 
and as frequently the subject of contempt and 
ridicule, even at the commander's own table, 
where men of considerable reading and intellect 
levelled their raillery and deistical objections at 
Christianity and serious characters. This was 
the real and melancholy state of things, at the 
very time when some of these officers were 
considered serious men by many, who had read 
their character only in the language of some 
public orders and o^cial documents. Unhappy 
men ; what does it now avail that your distant 
and deceived fellow-mortals once thought highly 
either of your public or your moral characters ? 
Ye (at least two or three from the head of the 
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list) have been summoned to the tribunal of 
Him who cannot be deceived^ and who will not 
always be mocked with impunity* O ! how my 
heart weeps at the awful anticipation of the 
terrors of the Lord, at the sentence denounced 
upon the folly and madness of preferring the 
i^plause of men to the approbaticm of God I 
Hieir idol, this beloved world, is now left be- 
hind, too unfidthfol to continue blazoning forth 
that commendation which they so anxiously de* 
sired — too impotent to administer one drop of 
water to cool a parched and burning tongue ! 

May their survivors who aspire after earthly 
honour, be led to seek that honour that cometh 
from above, if God peradventure would give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth! 

From these unhappy children of this world, 
let us turn to Macarius and Eugenius, in whonr 
religion and the Bible found two sincere, if not 
powerful, advocates. It cannot be expected 
that young men in their circumstances should 
be deeply read in theology, or capable of meet- 
ing all the cavils of gainsayers m a systematic 
form* To such attainments they made no pre- 
tensions. But that gracious Being who never 
leaves himself without witness did not suffer 
them to be carried away, or even shaken, by the 
aiguments and rank of their opposers : 
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*< Nor munber nor example witb them wruuglbtf 
To swenre from truth/' 

They irere not diBputanta either from divinity 
Bchook or in their own natural disposition^ but 
they revered. their Bible. They professed not. 
to be theologians, but they believed the Scrip* . 
tares to be the word of God. They were not 
theoretically acquainted with the peculiar and 
distinguishing doctrines of Christianity, as rof 
vealed in those Scriptures, any more than thou- 
sands of others in this land ; but they were 
strictly liK)ral, and, in their whole conduct, 
acted up to what they khew and conceived to 
be right. In short, as moral and upright men, 
they were. not far from the kingdom. of God. 
At the same time, the greatest suavity of man- 
ners stamped their general character ; and it is 
difficult to say whether they were more to be 
admired for their gentlemanly bdbaviour, when 
below with their brother officers, or for their 
able and excellent method of carrying on the 
public duties of the quarter deck. — Certainly 
they were worthy of imitation in both respects* 
Such ware Macarius and Eugenius, in cha- 
racter and circumstances, when I had the hap- 
piness of beconnng first acquainted with them. 
The dispersed state of our fleet seldom allowed 
of our being together. But we endeavom^d to 
improve all opportunities of exchanging letters ;. 
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and as I found them^ like Cornelias the centu- 
rion^ very desirous of being further instructed 
in the things of God, I sent them WUberforce's 
View of Christianity, Cooper's Sermons on the 
leading Doctrines of the Gospel, akid some 
other books likely to be useful. These I accom- 
panied from time to time with such remarks and 
advice as I was able to give, aiming chiefly at 
two things ; first, to fortify their wisids against 
the '^ trial of cruel mockings,'' by insisting on 
the reasonableness and paramount necessity of 
seeking first the kingdom of God and his righte- 
ousness | and, secondly, endeavouring to lead 
them into clearer apprehensions of the Gospel 
plan of salvation. Nor were my labours in vain 
in the Lord* Their views expanded rapidly, 
and their hearts entered into the subject. £u- 
genius, however, was soon promoted to the 
command of a ship, and on his quitting the 
fleet, we were no longer able to keep up so 
frequent and regular a correspondence. 

This separation was no small trial to Macarius. 
He wa^ now left wi&out one person on board 
to whom he could unbosom himself on the great 
subjects of religion, of life, death, and eternity. 
He stood alone, without one friend to strengthen 
his hands, or to support him in his defence of 
the Bible and its sacred ccxitents ; a trial which 
many of my readers, nurtured in the bosom of 
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a religious circle, can but feebly realize in their 
nunds. In his next note I received from him he 
expressed his feelings on the great loss he had 
sustained, observing, '^that although he had 
the happiness of being on the best ima^nable 
terms with all the officers, as far as worldly 
concerns went, yet he still found something 
wanting to render their society agreeable/' 

Not long after this event, the commander-in- 
chief left the ship, with most of the officers of 
his staff, and Macarius once more found himself 
disappointed of his expected promotion. So- 
lomon has observed, that " hope long deferred 
makes the heart sick." — But the case of Maea- 
rius was an exception. Hope had here been 
long deferred, and expectation more than once 
baffled, yet the heart was not sick, nor the mind 
ruffled ; for earthly hopes and earthly expecta- 
tions were now but secondary things with Ma- 
carius. His first hope and. most ardent expec- 
tations were above ; hence he appeared to enjoy 
the privacy and quiet to which the ship was re- 
duced, far more than to regret the present loss 
of expected promotion, as the change was not 
a little in favour of religion. 

Captain • * *, who hitherto had maintained 
a silent neutrality, (overawed, perhaps, by the 
rank and number of opposers,) began to encou- 
rage the observance of the Sabbath ; and, aa 
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the ship had no cbaplam, he undertook to per- 
form divine service himself. I need not say 
how much Macarius rejoiced at this dawn of a 
better state of things. As a Christian warrior, 
he considered it the unfurling of the standard of 
the cross, and the call to arms. His mind was 
all lU^vity, and continually on the look-out for. 
opportunities of entering into such conversations 
with the captain and other officers as might 
lead their attention more closely to the subject, . 
and induce them to read the books he had found 
so useful to himself. In this he had considerable 
success. — ^Two of the lieutenants eventually 
beoime serious and intelligent Christians, and 
have continued to adorn the doctrines of the 
Gospel by a holy walk and conversation to this 
day. At the same time his attention was un- 
remittingly turned to the great mass of the crew. 
On going to Gibraltar, he procured fifty Testa- 
ments, and a quantity of religious tracts, which, 
he distributed among the seamen and marines. 
That God whom he desired to serve was 
pleased to encourage him to proceed, by dis- 
posing many of the people to read them with 
serious attention, so as to lead him to say, in 
his next letter, ^^ I assure you it is with heart- 
felt pleasure I perceive that, even here, where 
religion has been so much neglected, theie are 
many sparks of it yet unextinguished.'' 
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Sbottly i^r tbis, ^e ferxned a Uttle select 
evening party of such officers as appeared al 
all. seriouBly disposed. These met for readiiij^ 
and ExoraL fuiid religious conversatioii^ in his 
cill}i% ^ o£t^ as the ckcuoxstances of public 
diity would i^dmit. This, the cold and empty 
f^rmaUsI will say, "was b^inning to carry things 
to an unnecessary length } and so^ it appears, 
they thought on board the ship. ^'I find," said 
Macarius, in the next note I received, "the 
Idversary begins to feel his province invaded, 
in the -Joas of some of his disciples, and the 
diead of a change in others. He is busily en^ 
ploying his terrible weapon of ridicule on some 
of those. who profess religion, and who frequent 
my cabin. This you will cousidei;, with me, as 
a good. sign.'/. I did so ; aqd could not but 
iktak Gody when I saM^ him not only sitand tho 
Aodk umnpved himsetfj but steadily 'persist in 
leadisg on and . etucouraging, his little band to 
tihe same ^sying warfare. Indeed, I now con-, 
sidled him in. the fair way of esiperiencing the. 
variotLS comforts a^d (^rotoes inseparable from 
retil Oiii^ttaa practice. I knew that many eyes 
would t)e on him for evil, and that every devif^ 
tion. from Uie narrow path of duty would be 
observed, eoodmented on, and unfeelingly mag- 
x^ifiedv I therefore took the liberty of commu-» 
mcaiting: mfi thoughts on various subjects con<- 
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nected mih his and my own peculiar diitiee and 
trials as Christians and officers, with some short 
accowit of the difficulties and merdiul helps I 
had experienced ; and, as he wrote to me rather 
fdlly in reply, I shall transcribe so much of his 
letter as will shew his teachableness of mind, 
his activity, and his increasing knoWk^e of 
gospel truths. 

" MY DEAR * * *, 

^ I did hope to have had an opportunity of 
seeing you last week ; and, had not our shipB 
been always so far apart, I should certainly 
have endeavoured to • call on you. I find your 
advice so congenial to^my own ideas of duty, 
that I much wish it were in my power to have 
more frequently the benefit of it. Ak accounit 
of the progress the Lord enables you to mal^ 
in awakening the minds of your fellow-ereatures 
to a sense of the importance of religion, always 
animates me to exertion, and recalls to my mind 
the dreadful sentence passed on the slothful Ber«^ 
vant, who hid his talent in the eartib^ I am 
convinced we all have it in our power to do 
much good, and I blush at my own inactivity in 
promoting a cause which, thanks be to God, I 
every day feel more impressed with the love of. 
To my acquaintance with you, my dear t * *, 
I am indebted for what I con9tder tfie greatest. 
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blessing man can bestow on me. I have been 
induced to read books which have given me a 
clearer view of the natural and lost estate of 
man, and of his happy redemption, through the 
merits of a Saviour, than perhaps would other* 
wise have come within my reach. Indeed, I 
see the' scheme of salvation in so different a^ 
point of view from what I formerly ccmsidered 
it, that I tremble in reflecting on the dangerous 
precipice on which I stood. How little, alas ! 
is Christ looked up to, as the sole hope, by the 
generality of professed Christians 1 Self-righ* 
teousness is too ioften more depended on, or, at 
least, has an equal share in their hopes } and 
the discourses of too many of our divines, I am 
sorry to find, countenance this deception ; for, 
in dwelling too much on morality, they forget 
the very foundation of Christianity. 

^^ Captain **** continues to cotmtenance 
religion by reading divine service on the Sab- 
bath. In the hope of rendering myself in some 
degree useful in the same cause, I have, for the 
lalst two Sundays, with his permission, performed 
the same office in the sick bay,* where, inde- 
pendently of the number who are there confined 
by illness (which generally amounts to more than 



* A laige room fitted up for the sick, separate from 
the rest of the crew. 
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thirty) I have die pleasure of seeing two of the 
warrant officers, and several of the other gen- 
tlemen. I have each time read one of Taylor^s 
Sermons, but I don't admire them so mudi as 
I conld wish, for the reason which I before 
mentioned. They contain very plausible aj^* 
ments in fiivour of what is commonly styled reli-> 
^on ; but, in my own opinion, they do not 
explain the true scope of Christianity, nor do 
they inform the sinner how he is to commence 
the work of reformation. In short, I think they 
are not calculated to bring people to a sense of 
their sok dependence on Chrbt, or to induce 
them to have recourse to a throne of grace for 
every good and perfect gift. If you can supjdy 
me with any which are better calculated to com- 
bine Christianity with morality, you will oblige 
me by so doing. I think I have heard you 
speak highly of Burder's Village Sermons. My 
evening cabin party still assembles, and last 
night amounted to four. I retired with a de- 
gree of inward satisfaction, which, I am sure, no 
gaiety or dissipation coidd ever have afforded.^' 
As I had more than one copy of the Village 
Sermons, I lost no time in forwarding a set,, 
which Macarius assured me were not idle in his 
ship. They were in many hands, and formed 
the principal readings in the sick bay. But the 
time was come for a wider separation. The 
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order for my return to England arrived, and I 
quitted the fleet without being able to take a 
personal farewell. Macarius, however, con- 
tinued to go steadily on, until the Board of 
Admiralty promoted him to the rank of con^ 
mander ; ^nd of course obliged him to quit his 
present situation. This took place not long 
after my own removal ; and, as he was not ap- 
pointed to a vessel, he returned to England, 
and repaired to his long-absent and affectionate 
mother, to enjoy the comforts and blessings of 
domestic and Christian society. 

He now embraced every opportunity of en- 
larging his drcle of reli^ous friends, and the 
providences of God threw him into much of 
what may truly be called the best society. It 
was a season greatly to be remembered, and 
would have been so to old age, had he been 
permitted to reach that: period. It was indeed 
a spiritual harvest, a summer of mental Uefik 
•sings : and, as such, he esteemed and endea- 
voured to improve it. But in the midst of this 
company of first-rate Christians, and under all 
his own advancements in knowledge and grace, 
he never forgot the humble instrumentality of 
his friend; nor scarcely ever wrote a letter 
without alluding to our past days of small 
-things, when sailing on the bosom of a foreign 
ocean. 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



144 THB RBTROSP£CT. 

like all others^ he bad to contend vntix a 
world that lieth in wickedness. In the first let* 
ter I received after his arrival in England, he 
said^ ^^ I meet with some opposition, and no 
doubt appear to many as very singular in my 
opinions ; but, while 1 know that ^ the carnal 
heart is enmity against God/ and that all ^o 
taill live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer per- 
secution ; I not only expect this, but consider it 
as a confirmation of my inward hopes of bemg 
in the road of truth. A wish to improve in the 
knowledge of this ^ one thing needful,' to qualify 
myself for being usieful to others, particularly 
to those of our profession, who sit in much gross 
darkness, and the hope of being instrumental in 
bringing some of my relations to a true know- 
ledge of Christ, is my only wish for remaining 
unemployed. For these reasons I have not yet 
made application for a ship, nor do I think 
I shall before the summer.'' 

In perfect consistency with these declara- 
tions, he applied his active mind in the unre- 
mitting pursuit of that knowledge ^' which 
maketh wise unto salvation ;" and he certainly 
grew in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Hence deep 
self-abasement, continual upbraidings of. his 
heart for want of more activity in, and devoted- 
ness to the cause of his Redeemer, and a child- 
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like BubmiBsion to all the will of God con- 
eeming himself, were features more and more 
eonspicuous in Ms letters. His last was writ- 
ten but a few days before his appointment to 

the B y and his consequent puttmg again 

to sea. 

At that time my mind was very anxiously 
directed towards the work of the ministry, and 
much exercised in contending with various diffi- 
culties which lay in the way of entering on that 
great work. His fnendship would not permit 
him to look on any subject with indifierence, 
that much engaged and agitated my mind, much 
less the present one. His letters were, there- 
fore, filled with declarations to that purpose, 
intermingled with repeated observations, that 
constant submission to the will of Grod was our 
privilege and duty in this and all other things. 
Nor did he inculca^ a doctrine in others, and 
neglect to apply it to himself. Perhaps there 
never was any period of his life which required 
the application of these truths more than the 
then present moment. He was on the eve dt 
being appointed to a ship, and to be ordered he 
knew not where, or on what service. He had 
many dear and affectionate friends, in whose 
happiness he took no small interest. He was 
going to leave them, and again to contend with 
all the dai^ers, privations, and difficulties of his 

H 
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professional situation. In thk gtate of things 
he sought and found a degree of tranquillity of 
mind, ivfaich pone but God could bestow. '' I 
wish for nothings" was the language of his letter, 
'' I wish for nothing for myself, but what seems 
good in his sight ; and my earnest prayer is^ for 
grace to fed content^ with whatever lot in this 
life his providepce may order for Hie. Should 
your prospects vanish, he will enable you to 
beor the disappointment : should they succeed, 
I trust you will indulge the thought that the 
success is from him/' 

Such was his state of mind when his appoint- 
ment reached him. He embarked in the new 
and important situation of a commander. Nor 
did his subsequent conduct disappoint the h|gh 
expectations of his friends. His unwearied ajid 
paternal cBsp to bring up bis young midshipmen 
in the fear of God, and to the honour aaodref^ 
service of their country^ was such, as to exdt^ 
the most grateful feelings in their parents' bor 
soma; while his steady perseverance in dis- 
cipline, bfnevolence, and piety, soon gained the 
respect and love of all classes on board, so far 
as the children of this world can love the cbil* 
dren of God. 

As to his more iminediate and general public 
conduct as a commander of one of His Majesty^s 
ships of war, it left no room for doubt. For 
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altbo^h the B was' a very inferior vessel 

in point of force and sailing, yet, such was fak 
^M^tivity, and such the Uessing with which Pro- 
vidence followed hiis conscientions endeavours 
to serve his country, that he made more cap- 
tOKies than any other commander on the station. 
Hvongh a winter, and in a climate hx more 
sevei^s for cold and storms than our own, he 
was contmnaQy under way, chasing, cuttbg off, 
or boaiding the enemy's vessels in shore, ifiddle' 
our squadcon of lai^r ships could do little more 
than lie off at anchor, and witness his almost 
incredible perseverance. From one of these 
wi^esses I have been personally informed, that 
for three weeks together, Macarius has been 
known not to have gone to bed, his only rest 
being an occasional Imlf-hour's repose on a mat- 
t^ss, from whence, at a minute's warning, he 
ascended the deck at all hours, to brave out 
hail- storms, sleet, and snow, continually* Yet 
even this state of mcessant activity and severe 
public duty did not prevent his performing 
morning and evenii^ prayers every day ! 

No one will be surprised to hear that, in a. 
short tune, he most completely established his 
reputatidn, not only with his comrades in die 
fleet, but among bis enemies on the 8hol*e ; so 
that, virhen a very important expedition was 
p^ii^iuied, for the capture and destruction of a 
h2 
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harg^ convoy^ moored in one of the enemy's 
liven^ MacariuB was appointed to command 
the flotilla. Let it suffice to say, that this 
sonrice was crowned with the most complete 
success in the extent of captures, and in the 
exceedingly small loss sustained on the part of 
the British. For notwithstanding the number 
of soldiers brought to the banks of the river, to 
annihilate, as they expected, our litde troop of 
heroes, such wiis the wisdom and presence of 
Macaritts's mind, that the enemy was eluded, • 
and he returned, like David of old, to receive the 
applause of his countrymen, for having '^ gone 
in and out before them" in much courage, ' 
wisdom, and success. The enemy's newspapers 
gave a report of this attack, and concluded 
their observations by saying, ^^ Thus ended an 
expedition, the most destructive to our states, 
and effected with the smallest loss on the part of 
the English, of any thing that has been under- 
taken on our coasts, since the commencement 
of the war." 

Of the same opinion were the Lords of the 
Admiralty and the Commander*in*Chief on the 
station. For the latter soon appointed him to a 
larger ship, with the rank of post captain, and 
the former confirmed the appointment. Urns 
Macarius, at an early age, was advanced as far 
up the scale of naval promotion as he could go^ 
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until years and seniority should bring him within 
the reach of an admiral's flag. The prospect 
was cheering to all who knew him; but espe^ 
dally so to his Christian friends. These now 
looked forward to the exertions of lus energetic 
mind through a wide field of action^ not only 
in the important duties of his profesaoual char 
racter, but in the more important ones of a 
Qucistian phUanthropist^ devoted to the beist 
interests of mankind. His rank would now lift 
him above the control of ignorant and irreli^ 
^ous men, and his wisdom and piety could 
not but be expected to influence many around 
him. Yes — ^we fondly hoped, that for this very 
end the Lord had raised him up, and that many 
years would be added to his days, and much 
finiit be borne to the honour of religion and 
the glory of God. But herein our thoughts 
were not as the Lord's thoughts. For it was 
but a little while after obtaining this promotion, 
that he was ordered to cruise off a distant part 
of the coast. The weather proved severely 
tempestuous, the ship foundered, and M acarius, 
with all his crew, sunk in the deep waters, to 
rise no more until the last trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall awake ; until the graves 
shall be opened, and the sea shall give up her 
dead. 
This is one of those events which compel me 
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io exdaim^ '* Touching the Almighty^ we can- 
not find him out !'' It is one of those events 
which endear the words of our Lord to my 
soul, '' What I do thou knowest not now, but 
diou shalt know hereafter/' O Macarius ! how 
unlike art thou to thy poor sorrowing friends 
-on earth ! Thy feet tread tiie dlies cS Hhe liv- 
ing God, while ours but too often stumble on 
the daik motmtains of ignorance, error, and 
sin. Thy vision is how uhobscured by a body 
of flesh; thy knowledge is no longer con- 
fined widi mortal fifldits. In the glory and 
light of God thou b^oldest light, t&du seecrt; 
face to fEu;e, thpu knowest 6ven as also -thou 
art known. Thy body, indeed, is sown in cor- 
ruption, and for an appointed season touGit Ife 
entombed in the great deep ; btit, even there, 
it rests in sure and certain hope at a glorious 
resurrection imto an eternal and blessed tft^te. 
Yes, that which has been sown in di^hbnour 
shall be raised in glory, re-unked to its Ktt- 
dred spirit, and with it worship befote the 
throne of God and tiie Lamb! Adieu, then^ 
my Mlu»riu8 ! 

" My lost companion, kindest friend, adieu ! 

Your toils, and pains, and dangers are no more ; 
The tempest now shall howl unheard by you. 
While ocean smites in vain the trembling shore ! 
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On fdn. the bliiit^ smtlkarg'd with tain and saofw^ 
Id winter's diftmal lilghts no more sball beat ; 

Unfelt by you, tke vertic snn may glow, 
And scorch the panting earth with baneful heat. 

The thundering drum, the trumpet's swelling strain. 
Unheard, shall form the long embattled line ; 

Unheard, the deep foundations of the main 
SliaU tremble when the hostile squadx^yns join. 

Since grief, and sin, and sorrow still molest 
The wandering vassals of the faithless deep, 

O happier thon, eicap'd to endless rest. 
Than those who still survire to err and weep !" 

Yet must tfiy friend indulge his sorrow, though 
not as one idthout hope. From him the pleas* 
ing dream is quite vanished — hope and fancy 
can now no more beguile his mind with the 
prospect of seeing thee in this humble retreat ; 
toliim on earth thou wilt never mate irelate thy 
conflicts, nor tell thy sorrows or thy mercies ; 
nor will he impart to thee the long account of 
ways by which the Lord hath led him even to 
this day. No ! thou art far better employed in 
easting thy crown at the feet of Him who hath 
redeemed thee to God by his blood. In heaven, 
indeed, thou canst not wear the insignia of 
earthly honours conferred by a grateful coun- 
try J * but thou wilt for ever wave that palm of 



* Some time after peace was concluded, the Prince Regent 
conferred yarious honorary titles and distinctions on such 
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spiritual victory which Jesus, the ciqptain of thy 
salvation, hath put into thine hands. Hence- 
forth thy duty as a citizen ehall no more wound 
thy benevolent heart, by calling on thee to dis- 
tress, or cut off, thy fellow creatures. The 
crimes of bad men shall no more ruffle thy 
mind, nor the inconsistencies of the good ex- 
cite thy compassion or regret. Thou shalt not 
weep over the sorrows of any distressed or 
departing friend; nor shalt thou again retire, 
under spiritual conflicts, to smite on thy breast^ 
and exclaim, ^' O wretched man that I am ; 
who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ?" No ! for thou hast reached the haven 
where thou wouldst be — thou hast entered that 
rest which remains for the people of God. — 
TTiere He who sitteth on the throne hath made 
fdl things new, and God himself is thy present 
God, visible in the glorified person of Immanuel 
Jehovah Jesus. He has taken thee from the 
evil to come ; he has wiped away all tears from 
thine eyes. Thou wilt henceforth experience 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying; 
neither wilt thou feel any more pain ; for these 
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naral amd military officers as had particularly distinguished 
themselves, when Macarins, whose death was not yet officially 
ascertained, was made a knight companion of the military 
order of the Bath. 
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were earthly evils^ and in heaven they are passed 
away. O heaven, 

« Thou sweet abode of peace and love. 

Where pilgrims, freed from toil, are bless'd ! 
Had I the pinions of a dove, 
I'd fly to thee, and be at rest. 

But hush, my soul, nor dare rej^ne ; 

The time thy God appoints is best ; 
While here to do his will be mine. 

And Ai« to fix my time of rest." 



h3 
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No. XL 

*' When backwards, with attentive mind, 
life's labyrinths I trace, 
I find my God unceanng kind, 
Propitious to my peace/' 

On a review of the foregoing papers, I cannot 
but set my seal to the truth of the above stanza, 
in its fullest and most literal sense ; but the 
circumstances particularized in No. V. crowd, 
in a more especial manner, a ho^t of other 
interesting events on the mind. Time has in- 
deed measured out a considerable space since 
those events took place, but memory, faithfol 
to her office, revives them more and more dis- 
tinctly. 

Let me then indulge in once more turning 
back to the island of Minorca. It is a little 
spot of earth indelibly fixed on my mind, and 
rendered more than commonly interesting by 
many circumstances which occurred there. — 
Yes, the very sight and sound of the word 
Minorca recalls many pleasing and many sor- 
rowful events. Not that I assisted in any 
military exploits on its shores, or acquired naval 
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fiame from imy thing connected with it \ but 
it wail the spot where I onoe lay 'suspended, as 
it were, between eternity and time ; where the 
balance rose and fdl, and the by-stander long 
waited in suspense whether it would prepon- 
derate on the side of life or death. It was at 
Minorca, where sick and friendless, unknown 
and unknowing, I was left behind, a stranger in 
a strange land, while the calls of public duty 
directed both Mends and companions elsewhere, 
and to retnrn I knew not when. On these, as 
well as some other accounts yet to be noticed, 
I cannot think of this place with indifference. 

Six years after my first return to England tsom 
the Mediterranean, or rather nine years from 
my first going thither, and being left at Mahon 
hospital, I again visited that part of the world, 
and Minorca in particular.* What a vsffiety 
of mercies, providences, and judgments, £d I 
not witness and partake of between these two 



* Port Mahon is a principal harbour in the island of 
Minorca, in the centre of wMch is a small rocky island, 
ifbeteon a nanral hospital has long been built. This port 
has ever affovdedcoondersblB relief to oar fleets employed 
on the blockade of Toulon, &c. The French, British, and 
Spaniards, have been its successive possessors. At the time 
of my last visit, it was, and has ever since continued, in the 
iMnda of the last unhappy people. 

h4 
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periods ! Yet the events connected with my 
first and last visits at this moment seem to be 
equally distinct, and almost as -the transactions 
of the last month ! so short, so fleeting does 
time in the retrospect appear ! and so rapid do 
the various cares and enjoyments, the troubles 
and comforts of life, succeed each other, while 
their days return no more ! 

Standing now on the central arch of the 
bridge of life, and looking down the declivity 
idready traversed, I cannot but admire the force 
and beauty with which the wise man has painted 
the instability and fleeting nature of all sublu- 
nary things,* and take up his words and say, 
^^ All these are passed away like a shadow, and 
as a post that hasted by ; and as a ship that 
passeth over the waves of the water, which, 
when it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot be 
found, neither the pathway of the keel in the 
waves ; or, as when a bird hath flown through 
the air, there is no token of her way to be 
found, but the light air, being beaten with the 
stroke of her wings, and parted with the violent 
noise and motion of them, is passed through^ 
and therein afterwards no rign where she went 
is to be found ; or like as when an arrow is shot 
at a mark, it parteth the air, which immediately 
Cometh together again, so that a man cannot 
know where it went through : even so' we, in 
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Mke manner, as aoon aa we were bom, began to 
draw to our end/' 

Tbis however is but an additional call to de- 
vote tbe present hour to God, and by medita- 
tion, prayer, and praise to endeavour to draw 
improvement from the past. We cannot recal 
the days of past times, whose sun is gone down, 
and whose duration is for ever ended ; but we 
may ** turn back the attentive mind their laby- 
rinths to trace,'' and it will be olur own fault if 
the retrospect do not furnish abundant matter 
wherewith ta approach the throne of God ; to 
^iproach it in such a manner as may be pro- 
fitable to our own souls. For myself, I may 
surely say, when I recollect what darkness over- 
diadowed' my mind, what carnality reigned in 
my heart on first visiting Port Mahon, and even 
when I quitted the hospital ; I have on the one 
hand abundant cause to implore forgiveness, 
and equal cause on the other to praise that long 
forbearing and insulted mercy which did not 
cut me off in such a state — a state wherein 
there was no love to God, no desire of the 
knowledge of his ways. Some fear of his wrath, 
indeed, was found within me, so long as its 
threatenings v^ere visibly suspended over my 
head. But no sooner were these threatenings 
withdrawn, than my fears and reverence of their 
author withdrew also. 
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It has already been obsenred^ that at the ex^ 
piration of one month from being put on shore, 
I agam embarked. * For just at the tune the 

£ imexpectedly returned to complete her 

water and provisions; which having accom- 
plished, she again sailed^ and for three years 
continued to traverse the Mediterranean, on 
various services and through various fortunes^ 
until our return to England, as noticed in the 
Conclusion of No. V. f 

Had I beai permitted to follow the bent^ of 
my own perverse inclinations, I should not have 

rejoined the E • For during her absence I 

had formed a wild and preposterous plan, and 
dierished the unaccountable desire of embark- 
ing on board a strange ship ; where, to say the 
least, the Village Sermons would never ha^e 
fallen in my way — ^whei>e many great and im- 
portant links in the chain of divine providence 
would have been marred or stricken off — ^where, 
in short, I should have tdtogether fled from my 
own mercies. But the preventing, as well as the 
preserving, goodness of God was about me; 
and on this, as on many other occasions, I soon 
perceived, 

** Where I had pTannM gireat cause Was tiiere 
My plan's defeat to bless." 

• Page 47. f Pag© 55. 
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No sooner was the arrival of my ship announced, 
than the physician^ fearful of a relapse, ordered 
me on board. Two days afterwards a favour-* 
able breeze bore us in slow and easy pace out 
of the harbour. I looked back on the building 
under whose roof I had experienced so much 
pun of body and terror of mind, and did not 
regret ihy depairture from a place, the very ex* 
terior view of which harrowed up a train of un- 
easy thoughts. O how little did I then think, 
that after nuie years' absence, after nine years' 
mercies and judgments, I should again enter 
that haven with views and sentiments so dif- 
ferent to those I then possessed ! — Of the dif- 
ference of these sensim^nts and views the reader 
will be a competent judge, \iiien he bears in 
mmd that my second course of visits were all 
within the last fifteen months of my naval career, 
and the very last of them but a few weeks be- 
fore the total suppression of our little religplous 

assemblies on board the C . 

Having been employed on different services 
at lisbon, Cadiss, Teneriffe, &c. we were or- 
dered to reinforce the fleet off Toulon. From 
thence (after some months beating about) we 
•were sent with the greater part' of the other 
^ips to Port Mahoni to victual, water, and par- 
tially refit. Then it was I first met the dear 
departed Macarius and his honourable Eriend 
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Eugenios. — ^We had exchanged some letters at 
sea^ but had not enjoyed a personal interview 
until we came into Port Mahon^ a place^ even 
on that account alone^ more than commonly in- 
teresting. But independently of this drcum* 
stance^ it was a place where all the powerful, 
the pleasing, and the afflicting consequences of 
the association of ideas were most fully expe- 
rienced. 

It was a stormy autumnal day, when we en- 
tered the haven ; the sky lowered with black 
douds, and the sudden gusts of wind from time 
to time rushed down the well-remembered hills 
in wild fiiry on the oppressed vessel, leaving a 
momentary calm between them, only to renew . 
their assaults with greater violence. And such, 
I thought, (as I gained sight of the well-known 
hospital building,) and such was the state of my 
mind, when nine years ago I turned my aching 
limbs on your couches, and gazed on your 
dreary walls, and thought on death! I felt 
some gratitude fgr the change which had taken 
place since that period, as well as much joy in 
the prospect of becoming better acquainted with 
Macarius and Eugenius. Nor was it long ere 
all my anticipations were for once more than 
realized. There was a union of hearts between 
us which soon did away the formalities of the 
world and the natural shyness of strangers. 
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We passed all our leisure time together prin- 
cipaUy on shore. Sometimes we rambled oyer 
the barren mj^ed hOls^ and sometimes through 
the more fertile and refreshing yalUes — nor do 
I hesitate to say, that these rambles, these sea- 
sons, stolen as they were from the noise and 
confrision of nautical duty, and frx>m the invidious 
eye of man, made up some of the most pleasing 
and happy portions of time I had then experi* 
enced. As such I esteemed them then, and as 
such I look back on them at this day. The 
world, and the things of the world, had neces- 
sarily much of our time, and this heightened our 
enjoyment of every little respite and deliverance 
from its contentions. — Yes, these were precious 
seasons; when for an hour or two abstracted 
from the cares, and almost forgetting the con- 
cerns of earth, we discoursed with freedom and 
unreserve of the things of heaven. 

Solomon has observed, that '^ as iron shar- 
peneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the counter 
nance of his friend;" and I think the effect of 
our interviews at Minorca was strikingly illus- 
trative of the justness of his observation. The 
oftener we met and parted, the more we wished 
to meet again; the more we discoursed, the 
doser were our hearts drawn together in that 
bond of Christian friendship which death cannot 
dissolve, and which eternity will not do away. 
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On these occMiio&» ^vre never wanted for 8«b-> 
jeota of conversatkm^ nor did we diflcourse nracb 
on any but those which had a tendency to glorify 
God and benefit Buui.r*^weet and interesting 
seasooB ! not again to r^cur bdow» btit I h6p4 
^tiisy are to be remembered, and to be enjoyed^ 
when mortality is awalloWed up of life. 

In those mmbles, as we ascoxded from the 
valHes, and gained the summit of now one hill 
and now another, we beheld the spacious har» 
hour stretching itiaelf beAeath us. In its centra 
the hospital isfamd and its building reared them* 
sdves into a sort of watdi^tower, while over ita 
whole sur&ce were seen scattered the different 
ships and all their accompanying boats and ves- 
sels, busily employed in fresh preparations to 
eombat'the storms of die sea and the violence of 
the enemy. From these heights, and with such 
objects before us, it was almost impossible for 
me not to revert to former times, and point out 
to my friends the spot where I once lay a sort 
of outcast from God and man. Nor were my 
more private e^ocursions on the water less inte- 
resting to mjrself than those on the land. To 
sidl round the Hospital Island, or to row by its 
rugged base, and to track the path which, as a 
convalescent, I had often trod, when suppcwted 
on a staff I measured and re^measured, with 
feeble faltering steps, the extent of this little 
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coast — to mark the rock stones on wfaicfa, fiunt 
And esthausted^ I often sat down to rest 
— to 8ur?ey the point from which my de- 
ranged comrade was about to tak^ the fatal 
leap*— to see the cavern into which the bod&efei 
of BO many brave men fa^ in the prime and 
flower of life, been convey^ previous to theilr 
interment^ and into which three of my accoitir 
panying shipmates had been carried— all this I 
found not only interesting, but useful, and well 
calculated to rouse the mind, and lift k up to 
God in David's- words, ^^Lord, what am I^ or 
what is my father's house, that thou hast brought 
me thus &r ?'^ 

From contemplating these objects, I now and 
then directed my eyes to the eastern and oppo* 
site side of the harbour, where still remained the 
solitary inclosure which has long been the ge^ 
neral burying-place for British and all other 
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* The Ant who died of thorn who accompanied me to sick 
quarters, ia the parozyam of his ferer, and in that supernatural 
strength which delirium often supplies, 4eaped out of bed 
before the nurses were in attendance, quitted the ward, and 
ran to the side of the cliff, where he vociferously called on his 
fhip (then many miles away) to send a boat and take him on. 
board. Finding no voice to answer, or any boat to approach, 
he was on the point of leaping into the sea, when one of the 
centinels arrived and caught him, and thus prolonged his 
earthly existence for the short space of twenty-four hours ; 
for at the expiration of that time he died. 
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protestant subjects. Hither the poor Roman- 
catholic natives (tutored and deceived by their 
bigoted and political priests) have conveyed the 
suj^Kised heretics who died at the hospital^ and 
interred them with as little sympathy as the 
dq>arted men would have earthed over a dead 
beast. O ! ye British mothers^ and wives, and 
sisters ! hai^y for you that ye never witnessed 
the insults offered to the remains of those whom 
ye once called your sons, and brothers, and 
husbands ! 

I know all our little civilities and kind atten- 
tions to the deceased are alike unavailing both 
to body and soul ; but I would not have them 
omitted, much less would I have the remains of 
what was once man treated witii such barbarity 
88 the protestant dead are sure to receive at the 
hands of a Spaniard, an Italian, or a Portuguese. 

Such treatment is to the best feelings of the 
heart what the rude hand of the sullen maniac 
would be on the strings of a well-tuned harp. 
Nor can there be any more of the genuine and 
lovely spirit 6f Christianity in the one, than 
ai well adjusted and soothing harmony in the 
other. 

But we may hope the dawn of better times is 
St hand.— Neither is it to me the least interest- 
ing circumstance connected with Minorca, that 
I was permitted to be the harbinger of good 
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tidings of 8al?ation to many. For at Port 
Mahoa I had the happiness and the honour of 
distributing the first fifty Testaments that had 
eyer appeared in the language of the people in 
that island — ^yes^ I will say the honour; for if I 
were enabled to perform this work in an accept- 
able spirit before God, the angels in heayen will 
consider it as a work infinitely more honourable 
than the conquest of fifty cities, and the boon 
itself far surpassing in real value the collected 
riches of fifty kingdoms. 

But I hasten to conclude this paper. For 
however interesting the events aUuded to in it 
may be to myself, I cannot expect them to af- 
ford that interest to others — I will therefore only 
observe that this was the last place touched at 
in the Mediterranean by the ship in which I 
took my passage home. The want of water oc- 
casioned our anchoring off the harbour for two 
or three days ; but as my health was ill calcu- 
lated for shore exercise, and having neither duty 
to perform, friends to see, nor Testaments to 
distribute, I remained on board. When the 
anchor was weighed, I bid a final adieu to 
Minorca, with no small portion of those feelings 
usually connected with the idea of for ever 
leaving a place where many either of the adverse 
or pleasing events of life have occurred. 

As the ship increased her sail and quickened 
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her flight, I looked back, and from time to 
time beheld the receding island sinking into 
the horizon as a thin cloud on the edge of the 
waters. Had the place afforded opportunity of 
^ving vent to my full heart, I think it would 
have dictated the foUowing words : ^' Farewell, 
Minoroa, fisuewell! — to me thou hast proved 
the land of mercy and of judgment — on thy cir- 
cumscribed diores I have tasted the sweets of 
Christian friendship, and within thy limits I have 
trembled under the terrors of a troubled mind — 
within thy sheltering harbour I have joined the 
sco£kr and profane, and there with Zion's Pil- 
gnms I have held sweet communion in praise 
and prayer-r-in thy fields and in thy streets I 
have witnessed the eager desire of thy benighted 
sons and daughters to obtain the word of God, 
to possess the living bread which comes down 
from heaven; and with thy hungering and 
thirsting children I have left some portions of 
that word, and I trust the heavenly manna will 
follow. — ^Adieu, Minorca, adieu! Henceforth 
thou wilt see my face no more for ever ! For I 
go to dwell in a &r distant, a far happier, and 
more enlightened land. — ^But O, thou bounteous 
Giver of all good, hasten the time when mis- 
nionaries and ministers after thine own^eart 
shall preach and eispound that word which thou 
hast commissioned thine unworthy servant to 
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leave with the people. — O send forth instru- 
mentSj who shall feed them with knowledge and 
understanding, until Minorca shall be numbered 
with the '^sles that wait upon thee and trust in 
thy arm." ^ 

O God of all power and might, reform her 
idolatrous church; instruct and sanctify her 
priests, and lead, enlighten, and bless her 
people, for Jesus Christ our Redeemer's sake ! 
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No. XII. 



" O blest seclusion from a jarring worid ! 

Retreat 

Cannot indeed to guilty man restore 
Lost innocence, or cancel follies past ; 
But it has peace, and much secures the mind 
From all assaults of eril." 

COWPER. 



Happiness on this side the grave is at so low 
an ebb, at such a vast remove from that frill 
fruition which the redeemed enjoy in their 
heavenly Father's kingdom, that, when we speak 
of our attainments, of our present or past en- 
joyments of it, -we only do so in a comparative 
sense, either with other inferior or similar 
beings, or with our own former state of mind. 
Different animals aud different men are capable 
of a more or less exalted state of what is com- 
monly termed happiness according to their per- 
ceptive capacities, the cultivation of their minds, 
and their fecilities for gratifying their predomi- 
nant and ruling desires. The beast, the bar- 
barian, the sceptic, and the believer, are thus 
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happy ; hxA i% \» only m a eomparalave sense. 
When tkerefare net a Ciimt]im> I say the last 
eight days haire produced m> smatt porlioii of 
happiness I mean they bate afforded enjoy- 
ments ipore exaited than the brute creation 
basji or eaR be autteptlUe of-^more refined and 
sobslaQlaal tbaa many of my feUow-cveatnr«s 
haxe shared, and far, yery &r more so than 
what I myself formerly enjoyed. — ^These how- 
evet have been infinitely smsU, in comparison 
of those I hope to partake of, wbe^ this frail 
and sinful body returns to its native dust, aod 
the spirit, disencumberad of mortality, returns 
to God who gave it. Yet I bless, the I/nrd iE>r 
what I have ei^yed, and am not ashamed to 
draw the contrast between tibese and former 
days, and thus hold up to the vain and tboiught- 
less reader another proof that his ways are nqt 
the ways of pleasantness, that his pat^ are not 
the patha of peace. 

It is one graeious property in the divine 
'gavemment to produce good from evU, and on 
•mxiaj occasions graciously to di^n^e this pd- 
^Ocge to retusnhig prodigals^ who,, having, lelb 
tfieir father's boose, rejected his counsels, 
spnmed and cast away his bountifijl provision^ 
and scorned all his reproof, do at lengthy 
llirougfa grace, come to themselves and ari^e and 
mtora with weeping and suppUeatioa to their 
1 
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much abused, but still compassionate. Father* 
Thus in my own instance, foolish, peirerse, and 
sinfiil as the greater number of my past dajFS 
and actions have been, yet viewed in the retro- 
spect and compared with the present, they aie 
not without their benefit. The more they are 
remembered and pondered over, the more they 
sink in my esteem and enhance the value of 
present privileges. For there is not a wind can 
Mow, nor a storm can rise — ^there is not an ac- 
cident can now be&l the limbs or lives of my 
nei^bottrs — ^there is scarcely a complaint can 
seize their bodies, or a ddusion of hell infatuate 
tiieir minds, but in each ciroimstance the re- 
trospect presents idmilar, and ofttimes more 
distressing, events, as having been witnessed in 
others, or deeply shared in by myself. Nor is 
there a comfort I now enjoy, either political, 
domestic, or spiritual, but when viewed in con- 
trast with its opposite and past evil, has a ten- 
dency to increase the value of what I now 
posse8s.**^Thus, through infinite mercy, I have 
been taught to esteem as blessings, many things 
which otherwise might have been overlooked or 
-despised. Having been made to feel adversity 
myself, I have beai taught to compassu>nate 
others. From. seeing and suffering much, I 
have imperceptibly acquired a degree of medical 
knowledge, which now enables me to attend 
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the couches of the sick poor, and often suc*- 
cessfully to prescribe to those who in our poor 
and remote parish would otherwise be forlorn 
indeed. Having previous to my entering the 
ministry been exercised in the school of oppo* 
sition, envy, hatred and malice, and having read 
man not only in books, but in the army, the 
navy, and various societies in different parts of 
Europe, Africa, and Asia, I have come to my 
present and most important labours with some 
share of useful knowledge, which has at least 
helped me forward and taught me to overcome 
difficulties that otherwise would have been in- 
surmountable. And thus a gracious God on 
many occasions leads me to extract present 
good from past evil. As the changes and sea- 
sons of the year arrive, and pass away, and are 
succeeded by others, each in its turn points 
backward to its corresponding porti(m5 and al» 
though imable to ^^ cancel past follies," yet each 
speaks an audible, an intelligible language, and 
Bays, be humble for the past; be thankful for 
the present. This is certainly the case in the 
review of the last eight days,* and the recol- 
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* This paper was drawn up on the 2d of January, 1816 ; 
of course the eight days alluded to include Christmas-day as 
well as the succeeding old and new year's days, as they are 
eoramiOBly termed. 

i2 
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lectioB of similar past seasons. Fop when the 
retrospect glances at the Christmi^ seasons, at 
the old and new year's days, which have marked 
a long succession of years, it can relate nothing 
of the greater part of theni, but that they were 
spent in heathen indifference, and awful igno- 
rance of the nature and attendant blessings 
connected with the advent of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the duties and devotions in which, 
as men and professed Christians, we should 
employ our minds on the conclusion of one year 
and the commencement of another. — They are 
distinguished from other days only as they were 
more prolific of folly, revelling, inconsideration, 
and sin. But in the great number which thus 
passed away, my mind has been much struck, 
and I hope humbled, by the recollection of one 
in particular, which occurred during my first 
visit to the Mediterranean. 

After our return from the campaign and con- 
quest of Egypt we remained some weeks at 
Malta. Independently of the casualties of ac- 
tive warfare, the climate of the former coimtry 
had swept multitudes into eternity, and en- 
feebled many of the smrvivors ', nor did the air 
of Malta relieve, but rather prolong and in- 
crease, the evil in my own and other cases in 
our ship. Several of the crew were laaded^ 
and only a part ever returned. As for myself, 
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altkough I continued on boards I was too much 
reduced to be able to keep the deck or do any 
duty; and at the time our ship was ordered 
to sea, I considered myself in a condrmed con- 
sumption. 

On the last day of November, just after the 
commencement of the rainy tempestuous sea* 
son, we sailed with a party of troops for the Isle 
of Elba, a voyage (had the wind and weather 
proved favourable) of not more than four days ; 
but which employed us five and twenty to com- 
plete. During this time we had to contend with, 
incessant gales of wind and a miserably old and 
leaky vessel. Such a change from heat to cold^ 
and from rest to labour, (for our ship made from 
two to three feet water every hour,) exhausted 
our diminished and debilitated crew, and soon 
laid up the captain, both lieutenants, and master, 
leaving only myself, the gunner, and one. mid- 
shipman * to take the command of the deck.— 
But this laborious and trying passage, whieh 
transfenred almost every name from the watch- 
bill to the sick list, was commissioned to pro- 
duce an entirely different effect on myself. Fcnr 
in one week after quitting port, I was able tx> 
resume and continue my whole duty, and from 
that period eiyoyed much better healUi than 

* The writer'» rank tt that tune tras maater'a ntote. 
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many of my comrades* At lengthy on the fore* 
noon of Christmas-day, we reached our desti- 
nation, and anchored in Porto Ferrajo. It was 
impossible after such a voyage, not to enjoy 
the repose and comforts of a well sheltered 
harbour; nor would ChristiaDity have refused 
that enjoyment, or forbidden us the comforts of 
a social dinner and a cheerful evening, so that 
we had still remembered and been thankful fc^ 
the redemption of thie world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and for our deliverance from the toils 
and dangers of our uncomfortable voyage. But 
alas ! not one of us had the least desire thus to 
commemorate the day. On the contrary, all the 
officers whose health would admit, dined to^ 
gether, and passed the evening to a late hour^ 
in loud and profane songs, hard drinking, and 
all that silly, loose, and unchristian conversation 
which never fails to accompany such parties* 
I certainly knew why this day had, from the 
early ages of the church, been set apart as a 
day of Christian thankfulness ; but I do not re- 
collect that my heart felt the slightest degree 
of gratitude or love to God for the inestimable 
^fl of his only begotten and dearly beloved Son. 
Nor did I once thank him for having '^ brought 
us to the haven where we would be.** Such 
was my Chri8tmas--day at Elba ! It was what 
the world would call a jovial one, what some 
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\roiild even call a happy one. — It was what I 
then enjoyed ; but my enjoyments were those 
<rf the sensualist and the brute, which left the 
body enfeebled by excess, and the mind dis- 
satisfied with itself. 

This day of unchristian hilarity was soon fol- 
lowed up by keeping the last day of the old 
year, and the first one of the new, in the usual 
manner— in revelling, banqueting, and excess ; 
in stamping the Inroad seal of iniquity, rebel- 
lion, and spiritual madness on the conclusicm 
of the one and on the commencement of the 
ether; in filling up the measure of our own 
and each other's sins, and at the same time 
widiing each other a merry Christmas and a 
happy new year. What fools, what folly, what 
perversion of words, and of times and sea- 
sons ! ^O man, man ! whether thon wilt hear, 

or whether thou wilt forbear, I will again repeat 
^f that madness is in thine heart while thou livest 
in thy natural and unrenewed state ; for thou 
callest evil good and good evil ; thou put- 
test bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter;" and 
the end of these things is declared to be death; 
not the 

' "/uliXa fiaKpov, dHpfJiowi, v^peroy, ittvoy" 
« Tbe long, the endless sleep, 
. From which no mortal wakes,'* 

of ancient or modem sceptics, but an eternal 
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Beclusion from tbaft river of Ufe, the streams 
whereof make glad the city of God — an eternal 
seclusion from the kingdom of that gradbua 
Saviour^ in whose presence there is a fulness of 
joy^ and at whose right hand there are pleasures 
for evennore. It is an eternal death to all the 
blessings of that rest which remains for the 
people of God; and it is an eternal life to en^ 
dure the gnawings of that worm which never 
dies^ and of that flame wMch shall not be 
quenched. — Reader! be not curious to know 
the exact nature of that worm and of that fire ; 
but let me entreat thee to flee from their tor* 
ment, by making God thy Father and Christ thy 
brother and thy friend, to succour thee in the 
day of adversity and revelation of the righteous 
judgments of God. Art thou one of those gay 
aind thoughtless beings who are rushing ftath 
through all the mazes and beguiling paths of a 
world that lies in wickedness ?--^Art thou flying 
from scene to scene, from one pursuit to an- 
other, still dissatisfied with the past, and still 
deceiving thyself with hopes and expectations 
from the future ? O let me entreat thee to pause 
one moment, and consider thy latter end — let me 
beseech thee to cease thy present firuitless race, 
nor once more inquire of the thoughtless sons 
of voluptuousness and dissipation, '^ Who will 
shew thee any good ?" Be assured theurs is not 
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the path which conducts to real good, nor are 
they the people who can shew thee the way-— 
they live for time, and not for eternity ; they az« 
lovers of sinful pleasure more than lovers of 
God. — Infidels in heart, and unholy in practice, 
their heathen precept is now, as in the days of 
St. Paul, " Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die.'' They would stifle the remonstrances, 
and silence the voice of conscience as unwel- 
come intruders on their polluted hours. For 
them to reflect is to be miserable. From the 
days of classic yore to the present moment the 
language of their heart has been the same — the 
same have been the desires of their mind ; 

" Viyamus, mea Lesbia atque amemus — 
Soles occidere et redire possant : 
Nobis, cum semel occidit brevis lux, 
Nox est perpetua una dormienda." 

" Come, my Lesbia, live and play, 
Suns may set, and suns may rise ; 
Soon as sets our passing day. 
Endless nigbt must close our eyes." 

But shall not God be avenged on such people 
as these ? Yea, verily, " he that shall comfe 
will come, and will not tarry 5" and when he 
does come to be glorified in his saints, and ad- 
mired in all them tiiat believe, he mil execute 
judgment, and take awful vengeance on them 
i3 
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that know not God and obey not the gospel of 
his Son* As yet they harden themselves in 
transgression^ and are- willingly ignorant and 
studiously foi^etfiil of death and judgment, 
heaven and hell. Yet it is but a little while, and 
they shall know to their eternal confusion, that 
man is bom for eternity, and that '' God hath 
appointed a day in the which h^ will judge the 
secrets of all hearts by Jesus Christ.'' Be then 
entreated, my reader, and come out and sepa* 
rate thyself from these men, lest thou perish in 
their sins. Seek happiness in the smiles of thy 
Maker — lay up a treasure in heaven, and press 
forward to the enjoyment of an eternal inherit- 
ance among the Saints in light — cultivate such 
sentiments, and seek such friends as will stand 
by thy couch, when the world and its advocates 
forsake thee ; which will bear thee up and sup- 
port thy soul, when trouble and sickness, when 
pain and death, shall shake and dissolve thy 
earthly frame. Surely, were I to put the ques- 
tion, " Art thou happy ?" — were I to inquire 
whether the evenings of thy past days saw thee 
from time to time lay down thy head well satis- 
fied with the fruits and pleasures of the hours 
that are fled? — ^whether thy mornings witnessed 
thy conscience approve each week and month, 
as it viewed them in the retrospect? thou 
wouldst reply. No — ^Nor is it imnrobable but 
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jaded, disappointed, and soured in all thy past 
pursuits, thou wouldst add, " So far from bar* 
itkg enjoyed happiness in times past, or possess* 
ing it now, I begin to despair of ever beii^ 
so : fate has ordained man to be wretched, 
the son of disappointment, and the child of 
sorrow." — God, my reader, has ordained that 
wretchedness shall, even in this life, be the 
concomitant of sin, (at least where the con- 
science is not become wholly callous and repro- 
bate,) and that the imgodly shall be like the 
troubled sea, whose restless waters cast up mire 
and dirt. His is all that has been ordained, 
unless it be that those who seek the Lord sluidl 
find him, and those who forsake him shall be 
cast off for ever. O that these additional rea- 
sons may have their proper effect in stirring 
thee up to seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, for then all other things will 
be added imto thee ! 

But I am to draw the contrast between 
the week spent at Elba, and the last one just 
passed in my parish. Let me then proceed to 
state, tteit although no diversified ranges of hill 
^md valley beautified our fields — no mantling 
woods, no splendid palaces, no maritime view, 
added their charms to enliven the scenery 
around us, but on the contrary, that all was 
cheerless, cold^ and unpicturesque to the tra- 
i4 
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▼eUer on the tnoming of ChriatmaB-day, yet^ 
under all these disadvantages^ it wbb a seasoB 
not without its comforts, its real enjoyments to 
myself and to many of my poor neighbours ; 
although liter^ly 

'< The icicles hung from the eaves of each coty 
And the streams were hard bound by the frost." 

On the morning of that day the first salute 
firom our bleached and weather^beat^i steeple 
was nbt the peal of one set of drunken ringers, 
inyitipg others, first to the belfry, and dienee to 
the alehouse, but it was the sober and cfaeerAd 
notice for divine worship, reminding us of our 
duty and privilege to say to each other, ^^ Come,^ 
let us go up to the house of the Lord, he wiU 
teach us his ways, and we will walk in his sta- 
tutes."— It was between the hours of ten and 
eleven that I formerly entered the harbour of 
Porto Ferrajo, and lost si^t of the confused 
and turbulent world of waters ; and between 
the same hours I entered this venerable house 
of prayer, and for a season lost sight of the more 
confused and restless woiid.of men who know 
not God. — ^Unlike the splendid and semi-pagan 
churches of Italy vaad its adjacent iriands aitd 
countries, our hmnble and ancient building had 
nothing in its decorations or in its accommoda- 
tions to invite the lounger or the artist to eiiter 
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]ft0 waUs } nor was our congregation of that sort 
tm to draw those among ns whose desire was to 
see and be seen : in shorty it might reasonably 
be considered as formed of snch who reaUy 
came to worship God* 

It was my solemn and distinguished lot to 
sfcand tkp as an ambassador of Christy and to 
cleclare to these people the blessings^ as on that 
day communicated to the world when the angels 
sang ** Glory to God in the highest^ on earth 
peaee^ good will towards men" — ^to declare the 
offices and work of the Saviour, as predicted in 
the siacty-first chapter of Isaiah, and three first 
verses— to shew, that " the spirit of the Lord 
God was upon Christ Jesus,'' because the Lord 
Jehovah had anointed him to pleach good tid- 
ings to the meek, that he had sent him to bind 
tip the broken -heaited, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening 4^f the prison to them 
that are bound^-^to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of- out 
God ; to comfort all that mourn ; to appoint and 
give unto them that mourn in Zion beauty for 
ashes, .the oil of joy for mourning, the gBsrment 
of pradae for the sf^t of heaviness, that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of tile Lord^ that he might be glorified^ 
Prom tiie brief consideration of those soul-re^ 
freshiitig doctrines, a pM of the congregation 
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followed me to t^e Lord's table, to eat of that 
bread ;iod drink of thai eup which.were toshew 
forth the dying love of the Saviour, until he 
come to judge the world : nor have I the snouillefit 
doubt but that eeveral did then and there feed 
on him in their hearts, by faith with thanks- 
giving* It was a seascm much to be remembered. 
While standing beficMre the altar^ and ministerii^ 
to these people, I recollected Elba, and all my 
aggravated sins at that island. I well remem- 
bered also that it was on that very day three 
years, in which I first stood up to officiate in 
my solemn character — I remembered the dreary 
aspect of this then almost forsaken house of 
God, and the few who approached the blessed 
Sacrament, and I could not but adore the good^ 
ness of the Ijord, who since that time had mudi 
changed the £ace of things, and increased our 
numbers more. than four fold; and all this 
through the instrumentality of one, who, had 
he received but one thousandth part of bis 
merited pmiishment, would then have been in 
hell. 

Nor was the evening of the same day a so- 
litary one. If the world had jte^ parties, so had 
I mine— no sparkling wines or costly viands^ 
indeed, graced our board, but we were not 
without oiu* feast. No loud intemperfite mirth 
did vidience to the tender cpn^cicQce; yet we 
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were cheerful ; and although no idle, frivolous, 
or unchaste theme occupied our tongues, yet 
we did not want for subjects of conversation.—* 
Reader, is thy curiosity exdted to know of what 
description of persons my party was composed I 
I will inform thee, although in so doing I may 
incur the contemptuous smile of some, and the 
loud and illiberally expressed derision of others* 
It consisted of young people and children, all 
poor in this world's goods, but not a few of 
them rich in grace — ^untutored in the refined 
duplicity of polite life, and the finesse of hi^er 
ranks, but intelligent and sincere in the things 
of God — children over whom I had watched 
almost daily for three years past, and who num- 
bered among them not a few who had grown in 
grace as they had grown in stature — children 
whose confidence and affection I knew I pos- 
sessed, and whose troubles and spiritual con- 
fficts had often been made known to me as to 
one whom they had tried and found their sincere 
and affectionate friend, as well as minister in 
Christ Jesus. Of such was my Christmas even- 
ing party mainly composed. With this beloved 
and affectionate group I conversed on my own, 
and on the generality of men's perverse abuse of 
the present and other seasons. We then sang 
some scriptural poetry, expressive of the nature 
and blessings connected with the day; and 
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afkerwards I endeavoured to^^^et before- them 
the exceeding mercy of having an Emmanuel to 
guide us through all the dangers and difficultiea 
of life by his unerring counsel^ and finally to 
receive us to his glory. Tears of gratitude and 
Christian joy filled knany eyes, and I trust that 
the Lord approved the desires of many hearts. 
This done, we knelt down and thanked the 
author of all our mercies for the means of grace 
and the hope of glory which he had afforded us, 
and then parted in unity and peace. 

The following Sabbath oonduded the year^ 
the evening of which was spent with the same 
party. On that night it was my endeavour to 
lead their minds back through all the partis of 
the year then expiring : to remind them of the 
changes, the judgments, and mercies which our 
parish had witnessed since its commencement — 
to hold up the flight and rapidity and value of 
time, and the sure and speedy approach of 
eternity — -to display the emptiness and vanity of 
all earthly good, and the importance and value 
of heavenly riches — to warn them how reason- 
able it was to expect death would break in on 
some one or more then present, ere another 
Mich season arrived ; and hence to enforce the 
necessity of standing with our lamps trimmed 
and our lights burning, and ourselves as those 
who wait the coming of their Lord. Nevtt 
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in the whole course of my life had I expe^- 
rieticed'a more fiill and realising sense of the 
truth and importance of these subjects than on 
that Evening. An unusual degree of solemnity 
pervaded our party, and the gt^eatef numbef 
seemed deeply impressed with what they heard. 
Offeat, very great^ had been the mercies of God 
to many of us^ and to myself in ptt*ticular. He 
had Strengthened my hands in many arduous 
ministerial undertakings, and carried me fbt 
three years through difficulties bf no ordinary 
magnitude. At the conclusion of this year, 
many circumstances indicated to others, as well 
as to myself, that my strength was failing me^ 
and that henceforth I should probably do but 
little in comparison of the past. This impression 
caused a mutual sympathy and feeling for each 
other, and drew our hearts closer in the ties of 
Christian affection, and made us more earnest 
in seeking pardon for the past, and grace to 
improve all the future, fteader! I feel a con- 
viction, beyond the power of language to ex- 
press, that in all our services, thoughts, words, 
and works, we fall infinitely short of perfection. 
Yet, when I reflect on this day, and compare it 
with the termination of past years, I can and 
ought to bless God, and to adore the riches of 
that grace which has made me to differ from 
what I once was, and from what many now are. 
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Whether I am ever to meet the same party 
again on a similar occasion^ is known only to 
the Lord; but I can say with truth, that no 
place, no season, no society, erer interested my 
soul more than the present 3 and especially 
while the following hymn was singing by so 
unusual a number of serious young people and 
intelligent children, whose understandings and 
hearts I knew went with the words of their 
lips. 

« Lrt hearts and tongues unite. 
And loud thanksgivings raise ! 
Tis duty, mingled \nth delight. 
To sing the Saviour's praise. 

When on the breast we hung. 

Oar help was. in the Lord ; 
'Twas he first taught our infant tongue ■ 

To form the lisping word. 

In childhood and in youth. 

His eye was on us still. 
Though strangers to his love and truth. 

And prone to thwart his will. 

Now, through another year. 

Supported by his care, 
We raise our Ebenezer here ; 

« The Lord hath help'd thus far." 

Our state in future years 

Since we cannot foresee. 
He kindly, to prevent our fears. 

Says, <« Leave it all to me.** 
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♦ 

O may we all then cast 

Our care upon the 1 ord ! 
And praise him for his mercies past, 

And trust his promisM word !" 

Most confident am I^ that man is justified 
freely by the grace of God, through the redemp* 
tion that is in Christ Jesus ; even by £dth with- 
out the deeds of the law (Rom. iii. 24—28.) ; 
but still I cannot help saying, '^ O that I had 
ended all my past days as I ,ended this." 

The morrow or Monday was of course new 
year's day ; a day, whereon thousands of man- 
kind in this land pull down a more than ordi- 
nary portion of wratli on themselves by idleness, 
excess, oaths, and pro&neness. On this day, in 
our villages, as well as in our large towns, the 
labourer either refrains from his task altogether^ 
or quits it at an earlier hour than usual, to re- 
psdr to the alehouse, and there hold a great feast 
unto Baal; while his impoverished wife and 
children are pining in wretchedness at home. 
Knowing that several of my young friends would 
be at leisure in the evening, I gave a general 
invitation to all who chose to meet and pass a 
couple of hours in seeking the divine blessing 
on the succeeding weeks and months, and my 
room was again nearly filled. I shall not, how- 
ever, enter into particulars on this occasion: 
the Christian reader will not doubt my words^ 
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when I say we found it good thus to wwt upon 
God — to begin the new year with prayer as we 
had ended the old one in praise. On the mor- 
row I felt thankful to the Lord^ on the review of 
what had happened^ and blessed his holy name 
for the mercies of such a Christmas^ for such a 
conclusion of the old year, and such a com- 
mencement of the new, which, when compared 
to the corresponding seasons passed at Elba and 
mariy other places, left no doubt on my mind, 
whether the path of Christian duty be the path 
of peace. But here methinks I hear the reader 
exclaim, " All this is very well for a minister who 
has nothing else to do, and whose business it is 
to be thus employed ; but Buch things cannot be 
expected from others !" To this I answer, that 
so far as public ministerial duties were concerned 
in the house of God, the reply is just ; but all I 
have related as done in my own private parlour, 
might be done by many a master or mistress, by 
many a naval and military officer, with an equal 
prospect of good arising from such Christian la- 
bours. Nor wouM this occasional condescension 
to instruct a few domestics and poor children in 
the least sink their real dignity, or be acting out 
of character, in those who profess to believe in* 
Him who preached to all men, as well as to mi- 
nisters, the whole of what is recorded in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew's gospel. 
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David was a warrior^ a king in Israel^ and 
not a priest. Yet he was the condescending 
and instructive companion of all them that 
feared God, and to such he often said, '^ Come 
hither, and I will tell you what the Lord hath 
done for my soul/' 

To quit the drawing-room and all its splen- 
dour, to leave fashion, elegance, mirth, and 
beauty behind^ and to assemble a little group 
of dependents and poor children, and converse 
with them concerning ^^ another and a better 
world," and the way to obtain it, would indeed 
expose either master or mistress to the trial of 
cruel mockings, to no little share of derision 
and contempt from the sons and daughters of 
foUy and dissipation. But if this be done and 
continued in a truly Christian spirit, and from 
Christian motives, it would insure that sentence^ 
•* Come, ye blessed* children of my father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from die 
foundation of the world; for inasmuch as ye 
have done this thing unto the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me/' 
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No. XIII. 



^ » » 



WITH A CONCLUDING ADDRESS TO NAVAL 
OFFICERS. 

^ » » 



<< WE BRING OUR YBAR8 TO AN END AS IT WERE A TALE 

THAT IS TOLD."-*Pw/m xc. 9. (old inmiktUm,) 

Hail, memorable day, thou kind remembrancer 
of past mercies, thou solemn monitor of fleeting 
time, thou best comment on the aboye scrip- 
ture ! How soon the alternate seasons of seed- 
time and harvest, and summer and winter, have 
measured out another year, and again brought 
the second of February to greet an unworthy 
waster of months and of days ! 

*^ We know not what a day may bring forth" 
— emphatic truth, and much more emphatical 
when applied to months and years ! How little 
throughout the whole of my earthly pilgrimage 
have I foreseen what succeeding days and 
months would accomplish! And how much 
from time to time have they not brought forth, 
which I neither foresaw nor conceived to be 
probable 1 This I can truly say has been the 
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case with respect to the present work. Little 
did I think this day twelve months ago, when I 
hastily drew up the first of these papers, that 
ere the year was completed I should fumirii 
matter for a book, or that I should obtrude so 
much of my history on the notice of the world. 
But so it has come to pass. And now my 
prayer is, that he who hath ofttimes ^^ chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise, and the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things that are mighty," would grar 
ciously prosper this humble work as the instru- 
ment in his almighty hands to effect some good 
to man, and to produce some glory to his own 
great name. 

Should there be (as I hope there is) any 
prospect of its accomplishing these ends, I shall 
rejoice in the thought that it will outlive myself 
— ^that these papers will continue to speak when 
my tongue has failed its office — that this little 
book will go forth when the writer has ceased to 
perambulate the earth. But should it be the 
will of God not thus to bless it, then I can say, 
as in his presence, I desire it may speedily sink 
into oblivion, ahd be neither read nor remem- 
bered by any except myself. 

Were I disposed to make additions, I could 
yet enlai^e it much beyond its present size, 
but I forbear, lest the reader should think I 
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4eal in fiction rather tbaa in the honest namir 
tive of real facts, 

I have recorded suf&cieBt to shew ^that 
madness is in the heart of unregenerate man 
while he lives."— I have said enoi^h to provcj 
that ^' the Lord is gmcioys and merciful^ slow 
to ai^er^ and of great goodness." The memo- 
rials thus far writt^i down will serve as con- 
oectiog links in the great chain of divine pro- 
.vidences> and liable me to review many inter- 
vening and unrecorded mercies and judgments 
for my own edification^ without tre^assing on 
the patience of others, O! that the promised 
and blessed Spirit of the Father and the Son 
may enable me, from the recollection and re- 
view of the whole, to press forward in consider- 
ing my latter end, and in daily applying my 
heart to spiritual wisdom ! 

But perhaps this little work may now and 
then fall in the way of some of that profession 
to which the vniter formerly belonged, and for 
which he still retains the highest respect. Per- 
haps it may meet the eyes of a few of the sur- 
viving compani(ms of his past days, whose local 
knowle^e of many circumstances already re- 
lated may enable them to recognize the author. 
But whether this be the case or not, whether 
the reader ever did or did not perscmally know 
the writer, is of smaU moment, in comparison 
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which hw for ite ol^ect the best, the eternal 
iitf;er^t0 of the rea^ef • 

To these then be %vrm with confidence of 
e^btiuiiiiqg some iudulgeiice ; ^ad, although he 
fsmoob eKpeet every reader to £all ia with hjif 
own views the ineti^t they are stated, y^t he 
does eodoursge the hope, that such men i^ 
examine into their nature and merits before they 
reject or condemn tfaem. 

Knowing how much we are the cceatures o^ 
prejudice, aad how liable we are to he infla- 
enoed by prepos0es^bns and vague reports, the 
writer is awere that he runs no small risk qf 
beii^ ccmdemned or misrepresented by the 
{Motial, the unthinking, and profligate reader, 
fiom whose report more candid minds may be 
di^>osed to consider him as a cynic, a disap- 
pointed and soured person — one who baring in 
vain caught at the grapes, retired, , pronouacmg 
ihem soitf. This is an impression whidi he 
feels amdous to remove, and hastens to assure 
i^ich as n^y have faUm under it, that it is the 
oonsequenoe of aot moiiie thoioaghly knowin^g 
him or his naval career* To such, therefore^ 
he thinks it right to say, that the smiles of the 
world did more than keep pace with his ex- 
pectations and merits ; and as to that particular 
.^refitkm in which he onee moved, and still 

K 
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ttdght have moved, there can be no doubt 
in human judgment, but it bid £Edr to conduct 
him to an elevation of wbrldly importance and 
distindion among men, which lus present one is 
never likely to do.-^In the former he knew that 
he possessed what the world calls good interest, 
In dieJatter he never expected any such thing. 
Yet he can assure the reader, that the latter has 
been, and still is, his deliberate chmce. 

In somewhat of that spuit which influenced 
the choice of Moses in relinquicfhing the honours 
and snares of an Egyptian coyrt to superintend 
the concerns of the poor and despised Israelites, 
the writer trusts that he withdrew from the 
snares and honours of his former profession, to 
direct the minds and conduct of that '^ scat- 
tered remnant'' who are described by the pro- 
phet as '' an afflicted and poor people who shall 
trust in the name of the Lo&n/' — ^Zephaniah, 
iii. 12. 

Not that he would exclude from the kingdom 
of heaven those who deliberately think it their 
duty to remain in the navy or army ; to their 
own Master they must stand or foil. In the 
present state of the world, and of human na- 
ture, he believes that it is both necessary and 
'< lawfiil for Christian men, at the command of 
the magistrate, to wear weapons, and serve in 
the wars," (Art. xxxtii.) ; and he would there- 
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fore advise all such to oontinue at that pott 
wherdn they were called^ until' the clear and 
concurrent providences of God direct them else- 
where. Still, however, he would call upon them 
to remember^ that there is one great, universal, 
unchangeable command, one unerring rule of 
conduct, which applies to every profession and 
to every individual — ^the authority of which is 
alike binding on sovereigns and subjects, on the 
coinmander of a fleet and on the poorest cabin 
boy; and that command, that rule of conduct is, 
*^ Whatsoever ye do, do aU to the glory of Ood.'* 
1 Cor. X. 31. From this there can be no ap- 
peal. There is no law, no created power, no 
station, or manpers of kingdoms, or customs of 
different bodies of men, naval, military, or civil, 
which can absolve us from this first and muver- 
sal duty— all that iis not done with this view, 
and to this end, is ill done — all that cannot be 
done with this view, and to this end, is tmlaw-' 
fnl to be perfomuid. 

The chief end of man is to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him for ever. For this he was created ; 
for this he is permitted to live; and for the 
neglect of this he vnll be called to a tremendous 
account. Let every naval reader then examine 
into his motives^ and into his numner of con- 
ducting the public duties of his station — let all 
inquire, how &r their several and respective 
k2 
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punuitSy «iid dieir several «nd pecidhr ttJeslft 
and turn of mind, may be made snbserviait to 
tlie glory of God. 

Should it, after matuae deHberation and trial, 
appear to any iiidividiial, tibat he camiot eoaaply 
ivith the exiatjng eustoms of his pvesettt pr»- 
fewioD, and, at the same tiaie, obey the com« 
maads of his Maker, tet suc^ individual, tf he 
be at liberty to do so, quit the former, ral^hw 
diaa pmsh for disobedience to the latter. But, 
on the other hand, if titeve are others (and many 
the writer tmsla Hkett wte) -who can see their 
path of duty so clear, and feel their minds so 
made up as to leave no dobut but that, l^oe 
Cornelius of old, they can honour God as Cihris- 
tian soldiers, while they are eanrying on an 
earthly warfiire, to such he would say, Contaaue 
where you are, and may the abunduit^^race of 
God rest opon you ! Yet^ afttr all, he would 
estreat such diaractars never to cease senitih 
niang their motives, and their mode of pef&»m- 
ance, ever remembering that the most lawful 
and faoiKHirable calimg, by pursuiag it from 
VDScriptuxal motives, and .'in an uncktistian and 
unlawful manner, may be inverted into a disBit 
cmae to ourselves, and into a scourge and lav- 
ment to all around us. 

Could he piwail, he i«euld lead his re aidem 
to the Ser^ptores, the ux^erverted Seriptorea of 
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trulih, for iiifbniiataon> what pursuits are lawftd, 
and what are oot; and to the same unerriog 
fltandard he woidd again conduct tbem for direc-. 
tions^ how to strive lawfully in a lawful cause. 
There^ as in a glass, he would have them see 
the hand of God in all things, ^^ in all the good 
and ill that chequers Kfe/' in all the pleasing 
and all the adverse issues of their toil, — Could 
he prevail, 

** No longer should they give to chance, hiind chance^ 
The glory of God's work ; which yet appears 
Perfect aiid nnimpeachahle of blame. 
Challenging human scmtiny, and proved 
Then skilful most when most severely jndg'd. 
For chance is not, or is not where he reigns. 
His providence forbids that fickle pow'r 
(If pow'r she be, that works but to confound) 
To mis her wild vagaries with his laws." 

COWPEft. 

We boast the valour of our fleets, and the 
achievements of our armies! But what are fleets, 
and what are armies, if the divine blessing be 
withdrawn from them, or from the country in 
whose defence they go forth ? If an angel of 
the Lord but enter the camp, the mighty host 
shall beoone dead men (Isaiah, xxxviL 36.) ; 
and if the Almighty do but loose his grasp on 
the elements, one single storm shall quickly, an- 
nihilate all the squadrons of the British empire. 
He jwho,. aa ye somefcimea ccmkfmf BptwdB out 
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tbe heavens^ and rules the ra^g of the sea,* 
He has but to speak the word, and suddenly all 
that dismay and ruin so forcibly described by 
the inimitable Virgil, shall be more than realized 
in the destruction of the proudest British fleet. 

— -^— " Ac Tentiy velot agmiDe heto, 
Qak data ^rta, nmnty et terras tnrbiiie perflant. 
Incubnere mariy totnmqne k aedibus inus 
Uni Eurmq ; notusqne ninnt, creberqne procellis 
AMciUy et yastos ▼olvunt ad litora fluctus. 
Inaequitar clamorqne Yirdm stridorq i mdentum. 
EripinDt aubit^ nubea codamqae, dieiiii|iie> 
Teacromm ex oculis ; ponto nox incabat atia* 
Intonnere poll, et crebris micat ignibus aether ; 
Pneaentemq ; yiris intentant omnia mortem." f 

Mv. I. 86. 

* Vide PrayeiVy &c. uaed at Sea. 

f The clasnc reader wiU excuse the addition of a trans* 
lation on this and a few other occasions, sensible that the 
mere English scholar will be gratified by it. 

<« The windSy embattled, as the mountain rent. 

Flew all at once impetnons throngh the rent ; 

Earth in their conne with giddy whirls diey sweep. 

Rash to the seas, and bare the bosom of the deep : 

East, West, and South, all black with tempests^ roar. 

And roll vast billows to the trembling shore. 

The cordage cracks ; with nnayailing cries ^ 

Hie TniiuiM mourn ; while sadden douds aiiWy > 

And ravish firom their sight the splendors of the skiea. j 

Night hoTers o'er the floods j the day retires i 

The heavens flash thick with momentary fires ; 

Loud thunders shake the poles $ from er'ry place 

Grim dcirth appesr'd, and gSar'd in ev^ff iMe." 

Prrr. 
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Yes^ aod in tbe d»y of battle also, if He^ ^^ in 
whose hands are the issues of life and death, do 
not come and help you/' it will not be tbe col* 
lected numbers, or the professional skill, or the 
personal bravery of British seamen that can 
ensure the victory* 

Already has the Ltitd addressed our Navy 
to this effect, in more than one or two recent 
events, which its officers and crews would do 
well tp bear in mind. They know there was a 
time, and that not far distant, when their nu- 
merous and" uninterrupted victories had so 
elated their minds, so fostered their confi- 
dence in self, that defeat was considered as 
next to impossible. But to correct this un- 
grateful and presumptuous spirit, we have more 
than once been taught the humiliating lesson, 
that our ships and crews are no more invincible 
than those of other nations which we have lately 
held in supreme contempt.. * . 

May these lessons be attended to, or worse 
things will still happen to us ; nor will it avail 
us to charge the blame of our p^t or future 
defeats on any one particular part of govern- 
ment, sinc0 neither counsellors can plan wisely, 
nor ships and fleets execute successfully, unless 



^»»%%»»^»^>%^i%^i%i*^^^»<^iV^% 



* His paragraph alludes to some of our naval engagements 
0a Ihe coast of America. 
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the gteat Disposer c^ all events go /with aad 
inspire^ the fonaer ifith wisdom^ and tbe latter 
with pnidence and courage. 

Hf^py would it be for our country in general^ 
Imd tlmce happy for those who form h^ coon- 
cils, and those who fight her battles^ i^ like 
Hie instructed king of Babylon on the retom of 
his reason^ they would bless the Most Hagii, and 
praise and honour him that liveth for ever and 
ever^ whose dominion is an everlasting do* 
mmion, and whose kingdom is from generation 
to generation. 

Happy for them and the nation at kurge, if in 
iSi their consultations, plans, and opi^tionSy 
they would consider and acknowledge their own 
imd our extreme insignificance, and entire de- 
pendence on Him *' who doeth sccor^ng to Ids 
will in the armies of heaveil, and among the in* 
habitants of the earth f for surely be has In^ 
formed us, that, it is He who delivereth and 
rescueth by many or by few^ that Ae kingdcmis 
of* the earth are bis, and he giveth them to whom 
he wm.*'— Yes, ** it is the Lord who bringelh 
the counsels of the heathen to nought, and 
maketh the devices of the people of ncme eflkct,^ 
who has assured itt *^ there is no king saved by 
the multitude of an host, nor any mighty man 
d^vered by his own much strength."' 

Were such their constant apprehensions and 
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aeknoidedgmmto'Ofr the 4iYiiie Mi^yj oX hi$ 
ITQvideBce i^d oreivniliag pow^r^ we shotild 
bave abundant pioofii afiprdod uf ^ that '^ righ* 
teousness ealteth a natioo/' instead of omr 
present experiioental oonvictioii that sin is 
the burthen^ *^rept<mh apd eb^aement of a 
people*" 

If then the Teader be ainbitiw0 of the riune 
of patriot^ of the honour of res^y servfi^ his 
country, let him go Ibrth not oiUjr to tight her 
battles with carnal weapons, but with spiiitual 
ones alsa-*-let hiva IJEft up.bis TK)ice aa well as bis 
jum ; let him pray ap weU itS; fight for his native 
iaiid — ^let him especially, aet his owti heart to 
seek the Lord, and then Uie Lord will set bis 
love on the creature, Andl be feVourable to others 
for bis sake. 

The whole crew who voyaged with Saint 
Fml were saved w bis account (Acta, xxvii<} ; 
^ind the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah would 
not have perisbed, had ten ri^teous men been 
found within them. (Gen^ xvui.) Surely then. 
It .la nQ% entjbusiasUc to suppose, that many a 
vesael'Jba^ bemi. ^ sated fwvBi tbe dangem of <be 
HA, and "bom the violenne of the enemy/"* 
mainly through the prayera which lome of th^ 
crewabaveoffiSredup. Neither wiU it be carry- 

• Vide nttyers ttied ait Sea^ 
K3 
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ing fhe sappoeitifm beyond what the Bible m 
its historical and doctrinal pages authorizes, if 
it be said that the prayers of a few unknown 
and perhaps despised inhabitants hare often 
greatly contributed to the preservation of a 
whole state. Such advice and such views the 
writer is aware may seem altogether strange 
«Bd new to some readers ; but he ventures to 
idBnn, that every real and enlightened Chris- 
tian will fiill in with both. Yes— and what is 
xnore, he ventures to add, that were this advice 
•nncerely acted upon, and these views conti- 
nually received as scriptural truths, every sin^ 
cere Christian would expect more real good 
to his country from the prevailing mfluence 
of naval officers' prayers, than from all their 
prayerless preparations for the most sanguinary 
battle. But on a point so new as this will be 
to many, it may not be amiss to bring forward 
die testimony and stetiments of one whofie 
'Wisdom in our senate and whose unwearied li^ 
hours in the cause of humanity and every good 
wotk have endeared his name to this and 6iher 
countries, where it will live in honourable re- 
membrance, when mBny of those of bUr fleets 
and armies have sunk into forgetthlnesB. / 

^* It would be an instance in lAyself,'^ says the 
excellent Mr. WilberforcOy ^-x)f that very felse 
shame, which I have co^emned in others, if I 
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were not boldly to avow my finn penuanon^ 
that ti) the decline of religion and morality our 
national difficultiee must both directly and tra- 
directly be chiefly ascribed; and that my only 
solid hopes for the weU-being of our country 
depend, not so much on her fleets and armies^ 
not so much on the wisdom of her rulers, or the 
spirit of her people, as on the persuasion, that 
she still contains many who love and obey the 
Gospel of Christ; that their intercessions may 
yet prevail ; thai for the sake of these. Heaven 
may sHll look upon tu with an eye offaxouT**-^ 
(Wilberforce's View of Chiistianity.) 

The writer is fiensible, that 8o long as our 
nation is to maintain her present independent 
and exalted station^ the providences of God will 
fiunifih instruments to defend her cause; and 
that when He is pleased to give quiet unto 
these realms, not any one, nor all the nations 
on earth, will be able to make 1at>uble. (Job^ 
xxxiv« 29.) It is not therefore the loss of the 
country in general which he sees so much cause 
to fear, as the loss of many of her brave defen- 
ders. What the feelings of other men may be, 
he knows not ; but his own heart is too much 
with his old companions who still/' go down to 
the sea in ships, and occupy their business in 
great waters,'^ not to desire, that when as in- 
strumejits in the hands of God they have saved 
k4 
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tliexr country, they themselves may be also 
saved.^^He would not hav« them satisfied with 
merely those honours which come from man — 
he would have their names written in heaven^ 
and themselves adopted into the family of the 
Most Hi^h. — He would have their monument 
erected not only on the perishing shores of this 
our island, but on the everlasting hills of that 
kingdom which passeth not away. There it 
should stand ; and when earth and time are no 
more, it should exhibit to ai^;els and spirits of 
just men made perfect, not the flattery of partial 
and imperfect man, but the record of truth, 
drawn and engraved by Truth herself. — It 
should exhibit this record: 
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THESB MEN SBRV^D THEIR COUNTRY 

BT THEIR PRAYERS, AS WELL AS BY THEIR 

SWORDS : 

TH£Y SDUiSHT AND VALUED TUB PRAISE 
OP GOD 

MORE THAN THE PRAISE OP MEN : 

THEY DESIRED 

TO PROMOTE THE REDEEMER'S KINGDOM 

AND GLORY 

IN ALL WHICH THEIR liANDS FOUND TO DO: 

IN ALL THEIR WAYS THEY ACKNOW- 
LEDGED filM, 

AND HE DIRECTED ALL THEIR PATHS. 

AS FRAIL MORTALS 

THEY HONOURED GOD ON EARTH j . 

AS BLESSED AND IMMORTAL SiPlRITS 

GOD HATH HONOURED THEM IN HEAVEN. 
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To see their names gazetted^ to wear the 
ribband and inrigma of merit and victory, to 
have access to an earthly monarch, and to be 
styled the honourable, or the most noble, by 
men '' whose breath like their own is in their 
nostrils," may for a few days amuse and delight 
those who forget that they were bom for eter- 
nity. But if such things constitute their re* 
ward, if these be the aummum banum of their 
existence, alas for them who have made such 
their idols. 

These cannot ward off scarcely one of a thou- 
sand of all the cares and anxieties of life, 
much less can they sooth the pains of a trou- 
bled mind, or the sickness of an enfeebled body. 
They cannot bribe nor stay the approach of 
death, nor go with us and prevail in judgment. 
Assuredly then it has been well and vrisdy 
said, 

*' He builds too lov, who bniidB bdow the skies." 

Would the reader see the whole amount of 
one man's happiness, who lived as it were en- 
tirely the man of the worl4 the mm of plea- 
sure 5 of one who being in possession of wealth, 
titles, office, talents, and many personal and 
extrinsic recommendations^ launched forth his 
bark on the ocean of life, and with many a 
fiivourable breeze, eagerly sought for felicity 



d by Google 



TBX RHTROtPSCr. TStJ 

in everjr ditection ? Woidd the reader tee in 
this man's instance, what the world can do for 
its advocates, let him attentively read the re* 
flections of the gay and accomplished Lord 
Oiesterfield, as recorded by the late pious 
Bishop of Norwich, Dr. Home, in his sermon 
on Jodiua's cHoice, vol. iv. p. 83. 

^^ i have run,*' says Lord C« ^* I have nm die 
ttUy rounds of business and of pleasure, and 
I have done with them all. I have enjoyed 
all the pleasures of the world, and consequently 
know their ftitility, and do not rqpret their loss. 
I appraise them at their real value, whidh is 
tndy very low; whereas those who have not 
experienced, always over-rate them. They only 
see dieir gay outside, and are dazzled with 
their glare. But I have been beMnd the scenes. 
I have seen all the coarse puHies and dirty 
ropes, which exhibit and move the gaudy ma- 
dune. I have seen and smelt the tallow can» 
dies, which illuminate the whole decoration, to 
die astonishment and admiration of an ignorant 
multitude. When I reflect back upon what 
{ h^ve sees, what I have heard, and what I 
have done, I can' hardly persuade myself, that 
all- that Mvolous hurry, and bustie, and plear 
sure of the world had any reality ; but I look 
upon all that is past fs one of those romantic 
dreams, vt^hich opiim commonly occasions ;. and 
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I do by no meftii$ deaire.to tq»«f»ttii6 moteoiie 
^kise for iht Mke cf tiie jbgitiret di^ttn. SiaSl 
I tell yoti that I bear thk melakichdly 9itii»&it 
with that mcaritofioua canatancy and Temgaa&m 
whidi most people boAAb ofi No^ far J nitty 
cannot help it.. I be»ril2— beeaua^ I miiat bear 
it, whether I wQl or nor-and I lUnk^afitwtiiing 
but killing time^ now he is bec6nifi mine enemy. 
It is my rasoliltioti bo sleep in the carnage tibe 
rexoaixder of the journey/' 

And was this all the itorld could do Ibrlta 
fevonrite Chesteifidd ! O then Idl the reader^ 
of these pages be prewliied on lo ^^ sel thdr 
a&ctiads.Qti thmgs abf»re» where Cbml sHajit 
the right hand of power/' dnqpeosibg Utosings 
as inconceivable in their d^^ree as in the. eter- 
nity of their durati^m. If tbey do esteem the 
scral Qlf . more tb1u& tiMtn the body^'«and etmstiity 
of more importance than ChIm; if they fed 
desirous of possessing eomfiKt in Ufe^ And peace 
and joy in death, let them now b^gin to inform 
and traUi their minds as every wise and good 
mBBL has done befinre tbem, and then they will 
be prepared fer all events. To this end diey 
'^riH perant the writer to obnerve^ that they magr 
and ought to be bold in tibe Ami of thdr 
eoiintry's enemies^ bufc they must be medi in 
the sif^t of Ood»— fThey may be in possession. 
oC yona, and .^trengfJb ofrjh^i.and/Qf mind; 
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but in the midst of life^ they ought not, they 
ttmst not forget how many deaths 9iu*mund 
them. If this be a day of health, to-morrow 
may be that of sickness. If the mind possess 
its full powers this month or this year, it may 
become fieeble and imperfect tiie next. If U>^ 
day sees them in possession of authority and in* 
flnence, let them not deem it improbable, but 
to-morrow may curtail both. These observa^ 
tions are here introduced, not to unman, but to 
discipline and invigorate their nunds ; to lead 
tiiem to useful reflection^ and stimulate to actlrd 
Chiastian exertion ; to fortify their souls against 
the fiJ^e glare and dangenous Agnations 9I 
ttieir pecuEar situation ; to lead them to form s 
correct estimate of present and foture things. 

Ahhougii Saint Paul stood in. Jpondr and 
dkains, when he reasoned (rf rigl^busnesa^ tern- 
perance, and judgment to come, ^t his subject 
made the stern and pompous Romcin tremble* 
(Acts, xxiy. 25.) And the more we accustom 
ourselves to meditate and reason on these im- 
portant topics, the more will our pride and 
vanity be shaken, the more will our wtfldy 
minds and procrastinating spirits treoible, as 
Felix did, and the sooner, tiirough grace, shall 
we be brought into that state, which wiU render 
these subjects not only bearable but pleasing to 
the soul. 
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For this purpose, it will be profitable at 
times to reflect on the certaiinty of death, aad 
the instabiliy of all earthly good ; to reflect^ 
that the hand which now grasj»s the sword 
with manly and unshaken nerve, must soon 
betray all its weakness, and submit, unre^ 
sistiogly submit, to the filthy and deyourijog 
worm — that the eye which now undaunted re- 
connoitres the adversary and brightens in the 
nearer view, must shortly become languid, 
weak, and lifeless, closed in the moulderii^ 
tomb, or buried in the caverns of the deep^— that 
the heart which now beats high with animal 
spirits, nnist ere long become tremulous, faint, 
and fixed in death, seeing it is appointed unto 
fdl men once to die — yea, and that all the mo- 
numental piles which hands can rear, or art of 
man cim devise, must far sooner crumble into 
dust than our light and trifling minds are dis- 
posed to think. Time mocks all human effozts 
to resist its power; like death, it will not be 
bribed, nor can it be effectually resisted. Our 
fiiends and countrymen may write and build, 
and sing, and say our fame shall live for ever ; 
but we, and they, and all their efforts must 
shortly be as though we ne er had been ! 

» ** The deep founclatiomi that we lay. 



Time plows them up, and not a trace remaina. 
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We build with what we deem eternal rock : 
A distant age aska where the fabric stood i 
And in the duat, sifted and searched in vain. 
The nndiaooTersble secret sleeps." 

COWPBB. 



Shrink not, reader, from this salutary, this 
manly task. If the thou^t of death never gave 
alarm when the turbnlait duties of battle called 
you to its front, let the writer entreat you by 
all that is wise, and manly, and christian, not to 
draw back from the contemplation of it in the 
hour of quiet. Be assured, that he is the 
wisest and the bravest man who examines dgmisI 
calmly all his threatened dangers, and who pro* 
vides against the worst. A coward may turn 
his eyes from impending and approaching ev|lj 
«nd endeavour to forget its existence ; but such 
conduct only hastens and ensures his destrua* 
tlon. 

Depend, reader, on this as a fact. There are 
those men who realty enjoy life, and are thank* ' 
ful &r it while it lasts ; but who at the same 
time are not only willing, but (were it left to 
their choice) would prefer departing to be with 
Christ. This is about the summit of all attain- 
able happiness on earth — this is what the reader 
may possess — tins is what the writer wishes that 
all may enjoy. 
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*< O blest proficieircy ! snrpassing all 

That men erroneously their glory call. 

The recompense that arts or arms can yield. 

The bar, the senate, or the tented field : 

Compar'd with this sablimest life below. 

Ye kings and rulers, what have courts to show ?" 

CowpER. 



Y^t^ if by a conscientious and volant dSs^ 
charge of your public duties, you are enabled, 
Mke th6 dear departed Macarius, to obtain 
honours and ifistinction from fnen^ the writer 
trusts thatf he shall not be the last to congratu- 
late ydirf success. But m the pursuit as well bb 
m the possessitm of the object, see that. tiiese 
things have no higher- tl»tn a secondary phice 
ill your heait and affections ; otherwise yda 
pwve yourselves lovers of human praise mote 
than of the praise of Cod. 

The commands from heaven are, " Seek ye 
viAsrr the kingdom of God, and his.r%hteous- 
ness'* — ^ Whatsoeva:' ye do, do all to the 
glory of God." 'He who acts in obedience to 
these drvine mandates w91 despise that '^fsar 
of man which bringeth a snare/' He will not 
suffer the dread of reproach to prevail against 
him, as the writer once so cowardly did. The 
idle jest, and the sarcastic sofiile of igqorant 
unthinking men, will not induce him to deny 
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Ub God> to conceal his Bible, or to reject Ui 
Saviour. He will boaonr God by B^ttmg hiin«' 
self firmly to oppose vice and profaneness, by 
instructing the ignorant, and by counteaaacixig 
the worthy and Qiristian-like part of those 
about him. 

As an officer invested with power, and per*- 
haps blessed with natural and acquired talents 
beyond many under fais commands, he will bear 
in mind the account which he must one lay give 
for the use he has made of these talentfs* He 
will know that he owes a duty to Ood as weU 
as to his country, to'the soids as well as to the 
bodies of men ; and that the performance of one 
^uty cannot atone for the neglect of others, — 
With the writer he will feel, that life and oppor^ 
tunities to serve the Locd; are shorty tbi^ much 
of his time has been toarse tkanlost; and that 
for the little which remains it behoves him, 
as he values his eternal peace, to arise and 
work the works of Him that sent him while it 
is d^y, eeeing the night cometh wherein no man 
can work. 

O that every nautical veader would thus think 
and act 1 Then his peace would iacreaae with 
his days, and his de^i^ts would almost keep 
psiee with his duties. To all life is extremely 
uncertain; but to tbe naval man it is eBpecinUy 
9o, How «oon, how aijiddenly m^ybe be called 
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hence to be no more seen ! But should the 
drcumstances of his departure enable him to 
look back on the past^ and forward to the 
ftiture ; surely, it win but little occupy, much 
less disturb, his mind, who approved, or who 
condemned his upright endeavour to serve his 
Maker and the best interests of his fellow men* 

At that moment when the all important and 
unchangeable concerns of eternity are about to 
be fixed, how little will it aviul who of all the 
sons of men honoured his name, or cast it out 
as evil. At that moment when he is taking one 
last and solemn retrospective view of past days, 
of days no more to be repeated, of time no 
more to be enjoyed, of earthly things no more 
to be possessed, so fxt from thinking that he 
has been unnecessarily earnest about heaven 
and eternal objects, he will probably see much 
cause to regret that he had not been much more 
in earnest. 

That all is vanity — that all has been worse 
than vanity which had not the love of God for 
its motive, his word for its rule, and his glory 
for its end, is a truth, the force of which will then 
be felt beyond all our present conception. 

Titles, medals, ribbands, stars, and crosses, 
will by the dying man be esteemed as nothing 
but vanity. They vrill be found as unisubstantial 
as the inflated btd>ble, which for a few seconds 
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floats in the air^ sparkles in the 8un-*beam^ and 
then vanishes for ever. Yes, by the reflecting 
dying man these things will be esteemed va-* 
nity of vanities. If he depart as an unconverted 
and graceless sinner^ it will be in vain to at- 
tempt to charm the horrors of his foreboding 
conscience with the tale of his victories, or 
the display of his trophies. It would be only 
mocking his sufferings and augmenting his 
torments by most powerfully reminding him, 
that for these he had lost his soul. And if he 
die in the Lord, fall of hope and immortality, 
what will all the titles^ medals, crowns, and 
sceptres of the earth appear in comparison of 
that kingdom which is eternal in the heavens, 
and in which he knows that he shall soon shine 
as the stars in the firmament for ever and 
ever ! 

We all know, that ^^ so long as a man does 
well for himself, so long the world will speak 
well of him/' We know that the neglecters of 
God, the worldly ambitious, and the worldly 
great, have ever had the majority of the world 
on thdff side ; while the few who have set them- 
selves to act from purer motives and to a better 
end, have been had in derision, and made a 
proverb of reproach ! But what does all this 
prove? the tratb of scripture in general^ and 
the conruption and depravity of human nature 
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in particular. It proves the truth of tbitt word 
which has pronounced ^'tbe whole wodd a3 
lying in wickedness/' (1 ^ohl^ v. 10.) and it 
establishes the soundness and yalidily of that 
inference^ '^ whosoever therefor^, will be ft friend 
of the world (i. e. of its prevaHii^ anti^cfaiistian 
modeSj opii^ions^ «nd pursuits) is an enemy to 
God^" (James, iv. 4.) If so clear a point needed 
further proof, we might bring a host of scrip- 
ture evidences to its establishment, indepen- 
dently of that declaration of our blessed Lord 
to his followers, " If ye were of the world, the 
world would love its own ; but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen you out o{ 
the world, therefore the world hateth you," 
(John, XV. 19.) Yea, when the astonished earth 
opened her mouth and received the blood of 
righteous Abel, Truth lifted up her voice, and 
the sound of it went into all lands and has 
reverberated to every generation, saying, " B^ 
cause the Lord's people are not 6f the world, 
therefore the world hateth them/' The piou^ 
and enlightened, though uninspired, aiilthor of 
the Book of Wisdom has given so lively a 
description of the Hgbt in which the pec^le «f 
God were viewed by the childroa of this world, 
D^re than two thousand years ago, that I can- 
not omit its insertion; It is indeed a nutfttei^ 
^ece ; it cM^^tajas t){e v^ry lineaments^ or rftther 
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the anatomy of the carnal heart, which is, and 
ever has been, enmity against God, against his 
word and his people. '^ Let us lie in wait for 
the righteous," said they, ''because he is not 
for our turn, and he is clean contrary to our 
doings I he upbraideth us with our offending 
the law, and objecteth to our infamy the trans- 
gressions of our education. He professeth to 
have the knowledge of God : and he calleth 
himself the child of the Lord. He was made 
to reprove our thoughts. He is grievous unto 
us even to behold, for his life is not like other 
men's, his ways are of another fashion. We are 
esteemed of him as coxmterfeits ; he abstaineth 
from our ways as from filthiness : he pronoun- 
ceth the end of the just to be blessed, and 
maketh his boast that God is his father. There- * 
fore," continued they, *' let us examine him 
with despitefrilness, and torture, that we may 
know his meekness and prove his patience 
Let us condemnium with a shamefrd death." 

If such then be the light in which serious and 
devout men of every age have been held, and 
such the treatment whidi they have received 
from the proud, the ambitious, the worldly, and 
the profeme, let not the conscientious reader 
be surprised, if the same cross present itself to 
him ; let him not think some strange thing has 
happened unto him^ or that his path of duty 

L 
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is beeet with move cBfficulties than that of' 
others. Let hkn «ay with the hero of the 
Bneidy 

** Non ulla laborum 
-^naoa mi facies inophume surgit." 

<< The toils and trials, while thejr riste in vi^w, 
Daant net my loiily as unflrueen or<iirw.'* 

Or rather let Mm take encouragement ftom 
these very trials, since they prove that he has in 
some degree come out from the w^ld and se- 
parated himself from its ways. 

Go on, my reader, in this great and gloriotM 
work ; assured, that if '^ it be noble in great 
attempts even to &il,'' tlud is the greatest and 
most arduous which con employ thy mind on 
this side of heaven. Nor for one moment for- 
get, that, like all other great and important 
\mdertakings, it will call forth the whole powers 
of the man. F^pare then for trial, arm for 
the combat, and calculate on many opposers 
and many unforeseen forbidding events^ yet 
Under all difficulties, and in the nndst of all 
opposition, hear the captain of thy salvalkm 
saying, '^my strength is made perfect in thy 
weakness." — " Be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee ti crown of life.*' 

Some men may call you a pitifol creattu«> 
iELnd consider all your conscientious pursuits as 
the fruits of a little or weak mii^; Let them 
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do ««r. )We' ttiiaw it in fear, d&^mxi^ tow^ 

know tbat'manji^'tiieu'S' cobtciente i^rove the 
Chciftiaii'si wdnla (unl i^kiSi, who can> never 
Mriiinbfi'^llMtitiide oidii^ to covifes^ tdeir own 
flporot ^spnvicdcmi^' QPMir is pumUafil^ty inM 
deed; and .tb^M men 'are the. ttuly pftiaMe 
cvealteiis, wlia;iet>)e» stati^ii they ' may filf, of 
boWeye^ >iigh -tlijetr milit^ fame may have 

i'lfo aot'tbe steady) tbe pnkietit' and heave 
«[^hier'ln'the dreary ttfidright tempest and in 
fl^'d^ of'haird contested fca*tley requires no 
smfiB *hfe«rer or firmness 5 btit'*Uo fight man- 
fully s^di^ the fleshy the world, and Satan,'' 
aceordkig to' our baptismal vow, requires far 
ttMifeC-^T\» >s«aftid up (it may be single handed) 
inr^ailargie ship,' and perseteringly to resist that 
ton^iiftof 'ini^ity which rushes forth on either 
ghk'^^-^to ■ set yourself firaily against a world 
Ijing in wickedness, a world self-deceived ahd 
kist !» error^aad to go bn and hold out in this 
oentest^ to tife end of life, will require far more 
^tt^age^' fen^ liiflniteiy more wifedom than are 
r^uSsite to lead a fleet of -ships into battle, to 
^Dimattdtliem prddently through^the fight, and 
fO'-Mtig tbtoi idbquerors out of tfe struggle. 
TblB <%riitito cotiflict is> what th^ ^apostle calls 
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the good ^ht, Kod^e end of i^ is & ctoym o( 
life. . i^% no man tfacgot deceivie idmaetf-by think* 
idg lightly either of the nature of tiUus contest cht 
of the energies requisite to go through it. From 
all that the writer has seoi and felt he again 
affirms, it is fear of man^ it is cowlo^e in the 
truest sense of the word, winch keeps xnanjr 
fipm openly saying to the Chris(w>, f^Thou art 
the wise and courageous man."' But lest the 
reader's mind should be catn^ AWay by this 
too general pusillanimity, by popular opinion, 
by generally rec^ved rules and maxims, let him 
be again and again r^ninded, that : '^ DMiy 
things which are highly esteemed among men 
are abomination with- God.'' This is a truth 
revealed from heaven, and cannot be cited or 
inculcated too ofte|iy siiice we are in so n^uch 
more danger from plausible sins than from jbhose 
which are gross and visible to every eye ; in so 
much greater peril from those anti-cbristian sen- 
timents and pursuits which have long obtain^ed, 
and still enjoy, the approbation and high esteem 
of men, than from such as common moraUty is 
found to condemn. Let it not theit satisfy the 
reader's mind, that this opinion or th?i^ action is 
tolerated or esteemed by the world, by his ^om- 
mdes, or by the service in which he is more 
immediately embarked; but let the scnptures 
and ,the mind of Qpd. be inquired into for a 
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dedflkm from which there ou^t to be no appeid 
noW| as there will be none hereafter. Mean^ 
whUe^ let him not forget^ how sure and apeedy 
is the advance of that 4lay when a// shall stand 
before the ja^^rment-seat of Christ, and reodive 
a sentence, not accmdhig to ilb» prevailing opi- 
nkms of this or of any other age or nation, but 
mcccNrding to the things written in the book of 
God concerning them. 

In this world of probation it is necessary 
and it is commanded that sopie should rule, 
and that otbeifii should obey; that some should 
fib exalted stations, and that others should- oc* 
cupy subordinate posts ; but ere long these dis- 
tinctions will vanish for ever, and every petty 
ecmtest, bosy earthly pursuit, and proud ambiti* 
oos desire,, will 6e remembered only to^incseaae 
ihe WDxldBng's sorrow. 

Most men are now imperceptibly led on to 
Ihdr final niin, and by the great deceiver of our 

lAce are so £u* besotted and beguiled as ' 

' . * ■ ' 

*« To give to time eternity's regard, . 
' ' And^ dreaming, take their passage for their port." 

' But suxdy it is high time to awake out of 
this sleep, and by every means to raise our 
views and estimate of things above those which 
a seBSOfll and perverted race has established; 
nor ^an we do this more efiFeetnaUy than by often 
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4Nd«tiai> .tbat :biippy day .^hmi /tl^ ^(?re»tor /md 

MmQyH, .til eonteti^ Hod :9tilS^mft^ft)i9«i^:tb)l» 

Unt lie iIIhsiU oefgmjDYsnr A(eiQ> \JEt^jaiP«)#«t 
wortJK^ the DWDd land mnUmj^aHdm tof :iiiite 
rvrhtee Jpiika±eyeridk-^tteja^tibJQcl <^^ 
culated to lay the world bmettiiiitbfi CUmtibttdB 
«MSt^«»d[to lay tbefwyiiddapge&tijaievlDQlS (tf lEfed. 
3i2li6dn:hfii»el{.p(Hnt8 ftniti tbfijMiKM^ qf fitiKb 
ji i^.; jbut the BiUe ^toe icw >gi«ei]ili jMgr 
ciirdibt 4ir adequati^iidQMi io| itojiifltiteji«iid i^ 
€8>na8qneD^e&: iln lh^/loq;aiedi yVoUime rnevs 

^^ feaat mds^btyy JoiijBpddteide^ imfe l j tojiidll 
eeme.oiDtoyidadB ofJte/iidiBbiUtitSy^M.liBVffli 
upon a woman with child>/«iid?tibi^yr8bJlciif>tjli6 
able lio escape;" TbatI in '^^la jmoment; iii Ahe 
twioklingiaf.fta.eyp^.at the aoimd.i3fitfe.Jatt 
trump/' the whole ieardiisdMlUthe xxABtAhamikB 
slumbers^ its follies and its sins ; that all states 
and kip^doms shall be alarp[iedln the very loidst 
of their busmess, of theur pride, their lusts^ 
1iiie]ji7Jwair^;their>{>le8siiret^«ndrtheiFbailti^ 
pncBuits^iaiMl tioBt dGroin jtisesf ithey^miiatliBateit 
aivay'tojjn^^ineiii.. '. '•-. u ' -.>;.. .i.^'^ •>•.:> cjt,.. .• 
: jaeader^itiioiiJitiayMt nonc'suco^eiiim dsammag 
the '?ra|te lof ici^dtaee; but «t Jthht^bonr^ no. 
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^^Boite of meoy no sounds of mirth, no loud 
*laiight^r of fools who mock at sin, will be able 
to dpown the voice of the archangel and the 
rtrutnp dt.God. — Solemn voice 1 It will sound 
•iiito the revjr midst of the drunkard's assembly ; 
it win silence the debates of load and restiess 
•politieians : it will drown the roar of angry 
^fittdrms, and still the thunder of contending fleets. 
May it will rouse the very dead, the mouldering 
faodKes of aU past generations ; whether they 
tiAioe been buiied in the heart of the earth, Of 
floiik in the depths of the sea. But this is only 
the beginting of the sdenmxties of that day. 
JPor while the trumpet is sounding, and the 
^pra^es are op6ning^--while * the sea and d^at)i 
4ind hell are ^ving up their 'dead^lol the Sob 
ijf God will himself appear in flaming fire$ for 
kft wiU descend in his own glory and in the glory 
of his Father, with all his holy angels, from 
^hose 'presence and approach the heavens* shsU 
^s away with^a ;gteat noise, sad the elements 
shdll melt with fervent heat ; the earth also and 
dl tiiat ti^erein is shall be burnt up — and then 
the throne of Christ ^lill a][{pear like a fiery 
flame) and his wheels as bumii^g Are ; . a -fiery 
ftune shall issue and come fe»rth before hkn, 
i9iiou8add thousanids will mixiister unto him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand will gttandbe^ 
ifove biai. The judgment t^iU be set^ the books 
l3 
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will be opened, and all will be dealt with accor- 
ding to the things which are written concerning 
them. The result of that solemn day will be 
most happy to some and most wretched to 
others. On the one hand Christ will be glori- 
fied in his saints and admired in all them that 
believe — on the other he will execute vea- 
geance on them who knew not God, and be* 
lieved not in his Son. Nor will this latter class 
consist of merely despised bondmen and profane 
fireemen of little note— it will include many who 
once filled the highest stations on earth. When 
the beloved disciple saw in vision ^' the heaven^ 
depart as a scroll when it is rolled together; 
and every mountain and island moved out of 
their places,'' he also beheld many '' kings of the 
earth and great men, and rich men, and chief 
captains, and mighty men hide themselves in the 
dens and rocks of the mountains, who said to the 
moimtains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb* For 
the great day of wrath is come ; and who shall 
be able to stand ?**— (Rev. vi. 14—17.) 

Surely this is a season and an event so so- 
lemn and of such universal concern, that they 
who live only or chiefly for the present world, 
and neglect to be rich towards God, are of all 
creatures most unwise. It were good for such 
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had they never been born. ^^ Forwlutt shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul ; or what shall a man give in ex<» 
cfaaage for his soul l'* 

Men of the world talk and dream of itnmor^ 
talizing their names, and in their conduct plainly 
shew, that, had they but a field of action, they 
would every day 

** Wade through slaughter to a throne^ 

Aad shut the gates of mercy on mankind." 

This, however, a gracious Providence ofttimes 
forbids, and in pity to the human race cuts short 
their work of mischief, and confounds their 
ambitious and destructive schemes. To read 
the history of past ages, or to observe the 
transactions of our own, will firom time to lime 
compel the Christian to stop short and excleum, 
*' Truly there is a God that jtidgeth in the 
earth •/' and this will especially be the case with 
reference to these immortalizers of self; who 
have said, and who still are saying with the 
Babel-builders of old, ^' Go to, let us make us 
a name ;'' those warriors whose only dm and 
desire was and is to be honoured of men, re~ 
gardless of the approbation or disapprobation 
of God. For it is truly astonishing how many 
of them have been and still are completely 
frustrated in the attainment of their idolized 
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object. It }». teaUy gurpiiisuig, bavr -booh thtk 
iiaitteft^tfidiiM»MMiiilfl btre-beenfoiiuid to pcriih 
from the very j^ace, and ^from among the T«fy 
people^ which they a fe^ (feara lago ibndly 
dreamt would retound fbdr pnisc^ and rreoDrd 
their deed9 &f ages yet imbom. Numbctey 
abnost ad aoo& as they had eoikimenced Ibe ntte^ 
almost as soon as they had called *oii the wodd 
to behold, admire, and extol their achievements, 
have been swept 'into eternity uncrowned with 
their wished for glory, unheard of by thousands 
of tfaenr own country who knew not of their en- 
touice on the busy stagey nor *will ey^ mourn 
their exit. A few fond and setf-deceived |mi> 
rents, blind to the eternal interests * of th^ 
sons, but aU aUve to their temporal lame, who 
once pleased themselves withTOBcqintic visionaiy 
notions of thdr ofisprings' expkots, may per- 
luips have reecnrded their features and their ^t^a^ 
like habilixafents on the glowing canvass, afid 
m%ht command the waUs ef their mansions to 
bear these &afl memorials down to maiiy geae* 
lalioos. 3ut :alas, the second geae t altoa ail 
fivthest removes the darHlng ^[uves, as antique 
and uniatieKes&ig <>bjeet6, , and consigns them 
over tu the worms, to moth, and dust^ and rot* 
tennessi m sdiH^ unfrequented attic or obddure 
lumber room. 
Some^ after having passed through yeaiiB of 
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ikbam tadadveise fortunes^ vetire full ctf dkh 
j^pfifdiiitinent and disgnst, airgiy trifli the "WtfAA 
jaa. general^ and abgry with their goyemors in 
particolar, for snot reahsing theh* xmce fond ex- 
pectations of ridies and TOibwn. These meli 
ffetieraUy spend the residtie of their days en- 
Hdous at the prosperity of others, and peevifi^ 
4bid fretful at this supposed inattention and 
neglect of their nearer neighbours, whom they 
consider either too ignorant to distinguish >their 
merits, or too ungrateMto remunerate them. 

Others live just long enoFOgh to bring their 
names into pubHc notice and into public con- 
itempt by their follies and blunders in official 
transacticMis^ as well as by tibeir servile mean- 
.ness to superiors^ and their imperious carriage 
to all mider their commands* 
. Here and there we see one permotted to re- 
-eeive bis reward^ to rear his e£fice above' the 
Iheads of the gaadng mtdtitude, to obtain almost 
-eU that wealth and distinction after which he so 
amdously sought.^ But what is the sum total 
of the acquired boon ! The adfii^ation, the 
flattery, and the envy df men, coupled it may 
be with the disappi^bation of God— a Dives 
dothed in purple and fine linen to-day— to- 
morrow liftbg up Us eyiM in hell being In Wt- 
wents! 

instruments they were in Ae hainds of Prbvi- 
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dence to chastise some nations and to benefit 
others; but as for themselves, many of them 
saw little more of that Providence as over-niling 
all events than the horses on which they rode or 
the ships in which they sailed! 

Such were the departed, and such are the 
majority of the surviving great captains and 
marshals of a neighbouring kingdom, and such 
alas ! are many others out of that iniquitous 
country. 

O ye nations of Europe! now blest with 
peace and once more sitting under your own 
vine and your own fig-tree, much cause have ye 
to be thankful, and many thankful sons and 
daughters are found within your borders. But, 
melancholy truth ! wheA ye look to those who 
have been instruments of that deliverance, 
whose heads have been repeatedly covered in 
the day of battle, whose exertions have pros- 
pered beyond the most sanguine hopes, and 
whose arms have been crowned with such dis- 
tinguished victories, do ye. not behold in many 
of these men all the features of children of 
condemnation ? — Do ye not behold the grey- 
headed as well as the more youthful wankor 
reclining on the bosom of the adulteress and the 
harlot, wallowii^ in drunkenness, turning their 
backs on the assemblies of God's saints, openii^ 
their lips, not to speak the praises of a Saviour's 
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iove or of a Father's providence, but to dis- 
honour these sacred names, and thus corrupting 
society by their conspicuous and contagious 
example ! 

These things, O ye nations of Europe ! your 
christian sons and daughters do see ; and they 
knoum over what they behold, as the sure and 
certain prelude to more public calamities, and 
to the individual's eternal destruction. 

Ancient heathens might deify those who 
fought and conquered, and those who fell in 
fighting their country's battles; and modem 
heathens may be disposed to do the same. But 
he who reads the word of God with Mth and 
understanding is well convinced, that, let un- 
christian men perform ever so much political 
service for their country, gain ever so many 
victories in battle, or accumulate ever so much 
earthly honours on their own heads, such cha- 
racters cannot possibly escs^e the effects of 
that sentence, '^ The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the people that forget God.'^ They 
know that this must be the just recompence of 
all such as do not make the glory of God their 
motive, their aim, and their end. — ^The worid 
may, indeed, smile on such men to-day; and 
to-morrow it may repeat its caresses, and tell 
them that their fame is established to the utmost 
limits of the earth, and insured to the end of 
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time — ^A Home or .n Gibbon may, mareomr 
lidl theur conscieiice to dleep with tiie socpkiod 
hope of annihilation; or tfaeymof cherish. the 
puerile persuasion that, if there be a fittitrer Jitate 
it mtist ptovt a;^rio«is and. distiixgaisbHi im- 
morality to them,: although tfaiey«neTer jdwred 
feo quit the present world, or to honour. the fiod 
1^ hearai by fialth, by obedience, prayer. jot 
praise ! Vain^'dcstmetive hope! liis but ailktle 
wfaUe^ and the day .irHU come that in.oneihour 
ihallaweep away all <theae refi:9efl of lies, and 
leave thein ^expotied to all the miaery of that 
eondemnation which they ohce deepbed^.to^all 
the.hottors of.thatrblaakneM of^dt^nal^dadmeai 
whidi they onise set.ait ndught. For^floddiHth 
dedated, ^ when the wicked man dieth, hoftiex*- 
peelations and his hopeafaaflipcriah/' .Heim^ 
have ^'exalted himsdf asthe eagle, and haTeiset 
his n^st ambng the atars, yet fron (thence wJM 
the LoM bring him do^/' 

If this be. the itod of :ambitious BndmmMbf 
menfa long ftougfat and; di4&cultlyiakiqid]»d,ilu>* 
nours, ^'O my siai^ come nak idnu into tfaek ae** 
cretj unto their Ia6aenibly,(mine .honour, he^not 
thou united !'.' fie it tMne to aspire after «och 
difltinctibns .as cannot ^die away wijbh theiprfsaent 
age, such honours as this woriid can .neitfaBr 
bestow nor. deprii^e thee of 1 ^^ May 1db|^ nmne 
but be en^yidn on the jiaisnaiof thy JBedeemer^s 
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ihaiids, .ifid}tli]r<raneiiibrttioe ever before faiiii,N 
.aoi'tkoa fihedit not enry others the ooUeeted 
fpood 5yf idl tbe kingdoiiM of the earth. 

** For O tbou bounteous giver of all good, ' 
^mt art of all thy gifts thyself the crown ! 
IBteei irlMi tkoa ccMt, without <liee wt are >poor ; 
And fritlLtb^ ^h^ take w:k»t tiww iqlt away." 

COWFER. 

^9for Jet anyoiie say thBttthe writer is doii^ 
tis Titniost>to AaaBtp>and refRiess the atfdoOr df 
jOiur yom^vjfoid'ileioic naral minds* He would 
diUy/vepDesB thalj ardour which is Undnistiaii, 
and chedn'that spirit tvdiich is contrary to the 
^oqind and fwUl/bf iOod* He <wonld suppress tiiat 
jpHndpkf of ^ worldly ^emulaiJon.iwInch3. though 
:£oiite0ed iiniou^ ischobls, and chmsbssd in our 

mad m its phice fab would substitute that pure 
idiht better onedfi'^ (/ia»^:irtf j^Aingv to the gloty 
of God"^Ifa.OTe.wordi he would implant and 
cberifih apmciple wfaiidx would stand by his 
" mdtbs' twfaen W ^otbei^s isdled tjkoni iirtdch 
jMitpddf^rompibto-sudi ^oxthydeeds^'and inspine 
4aicU Christian 'motives' as tiieir confactences 
;i;v0aldAoly on a djong bed, wish undone.^ such 
M tkeir Miiker would not ^disapprove when hb 
^^ lajfB jiidgtitentto'the tUne, and riglvleousnesB 
to4^^^pIulbDket;f^ '' i 

:& (Ike-jfcvegoing address to ids! old jconipa«- 
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taoDBy the writer has all along had tiie candid 
and more considerate part of them in ^ew. 
There are, howeyer, some, in the Navy who 
cannot lay claim to such a distinction. For 
there are yet sceptics of various orders and 
attainments among them, as well as those who 
esteem all earnestness about their soul as bdng 
righteous over-much. — Among them are such as 
deny the divinity and godhead of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and others who esteem their heart so 
good by nature as to need no transformation by 
the Holy Ghost !— Each of these, wiU view this 
Ittile book with all die contempt peculiar to their 
respective sentiments. — ^To all these the forego» 
ing papers will givb much offence, as gospel 
truths and &cts illustrative of them have ever 
done, and ever will do, in whatever mode tJiey 
are introduced; and for this one plain and 
positively declared reason, *^ The carnal mind is 
enmity against God/* (Rom. viii. 7«) 

It would, therefDre, be absurd, and wrarse 
than absurd, to apologize to these gentiemen' 
for the doctrines and Illustrations brought 
forward. As a Christian, the writer would: not 
willingly or unnecessarily ^ve offence to any ; 
but in a work like tilie present he can no 
more think of softening down the truths of 
God's word and providence to meet their apprcN 
bation than he can timik of sending an apoWgy 
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to Napoleon Bonaparte for having formerly as- 
flisted in destroying the combined fleets of 
France and Spain off the hilla of Trafalgar. 
Besides, as all their cayils against the doctrines 
of the Gospel have been repeatedly answered, 
and as repeatedly confuted, by other and tar 
more able pens, his only reply to them will be, 
*' What I have written I have written."— When 
they condemn him as an enthusiast, let them 
know, that he once passed the like sentence on 
all whose minds and views soared one step above 
the common level of the unthinking multitude 
in moral and religious matters. — If they con- 
demn all reli^on as hypocrisy, as cant, or as 
a political system, let them know that so cUd 
once the writer. — If they sit in the chair of the 
seomer, and join with fools who scoff and mock 
at sin, so did once the person who now ad- 
dresses them; — and if they continue to rail 
against, or to deny, that providence whose 
wajrs and works they have not stuped, or to 
burlesque that holy book whose pages they but 
sddom read, and whose contents they even less 
understand, in all this they may be assured that 
they are but acting that part which the writer 
blushes to say he himself did once perform. 
He has esteemed and treated many as fools for 
Christ's sake, and in his turn he is so esteemed 
by others; nor would a tenfold portion of his 
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wifldom and integdtjr preservB inm' fiom thiit 
fiite. He hasoomited ail tl^ opst^ and lie trastK 
that he.ia al'lesgtii, in^a^gveat' mdame) teooft'* 
oBed to it. For if tbe ekxpietit Isnipi^IlMr 
90ii]id atgnmente^ and the weighty iiAjiedttf 
udddi poured frotti ihe Bpa of the impired^Piuly 
<?(Hild obtain for biijti nobelter 0uai^ than thli 
of "^ Vahbler'' fmn the pn>iiidi and sttj^dMSSouB 
Athenians, (Aels, xrii; 18.) what ofin )te^«n^«tf 
expect £rom men of Mise minds l-^IfHti^ iioeed^ 
sank labours and jonmeyingfl of • the itusamsM 
Son of God, who went albut doing good,^ and 
only good, could not ptveerve-^ Ifim jbon tlMi 
change of ^ a Saraoratan^ adecdrer^ atttoaMtor 
of tke: people, a mover^ of s^ditum/^ wEM'-geub 
thie writer look for, who has done soiitde of ^bia 
Loid^s work, and done that littlesb impefttMy} 
If the great itisplay of the divimtytamt^godliiead 
of this aame Lord and Saviow, . Tvixieh he -pxA 
fcMrth in restonng aig^ to itbr blind, quelUngitlie 
atorm, . raising the 4lead,. &c. &e; denld not 
subdue the deep-rooted prejudifeev/'tte'exalted 
jffide of numbers of the spectators,. ^OT'CTm fe«* 
strain them from ascribing his ixiraclQS to aatanic 
power, how can tber ipritcr f^i^iosetliat Uratf* 
goments will prevail j or liis mbtrres gluB ckMBf 
with the 8ceptic8,^s6Gff^lt,• aiiA)itieiia^ or aei^ 
righteous farmaliBts' of the present 'day^^ He 
knows and fe^lihis ixitipDtenoy to cooEviiice m^ 
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who are ^^ aporting themselves with their own 
deceivings/' who love darkness and choose it 
rath^ than lights who wilfully close their eyes 
against that one book whose doctrines alone can 
make them wise unto salvation. 

But' while he feels his own insufficiency, he 
knows and rejoices in the knowledge, that *^ the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth/' and that the 
hearts of all men are in his hands — that with 
Him it is alike easy to conquer by many or by 
few, to. convince and.confiite gainsayers by 
mighty or by feeble instruments. To Him^ 
therefore, the writer looks up ; and from Him he 
implores such a blessing on these humble papers 
as may promote, not his. own glory, but the 
glory of Him whom the heavens and. the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain, and to whom with 
the erer blessed Son and Holy Spirit he is de- 
sirouls to ascribe, in the last words of this work, 
and in the last and closing words of this life, 
eo-equal and eternal praise. 



FINIS. 
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